
I am pleased to report that our tireless efforts to come to the aid of both 
those individual manatees in need and the aquatic ecosystems upon which 
manatees depend are showing meaningful progress as we expand our many 
manatee partnerships as well as our research and advocacy efforts. To be 
clear, although there is still much more to accomplish, with your continuing 
support we are on the right path forward. This winter season alone, more than 
a dozen manatees were successfully returned to their natural environment after 
being successfully rescued and nursed back to health by Manatee Rescue and 
Rehabilitation Partnership members.

Major Progress During Trying Times
By Patrick Rose, Executive Director

The participants of the Indian River Lagoon Seagrass Assembly 
take a group photo to commemorate the historic occasion. 

Photo courtesy of the Marine Resource Council.

Lots has been going on in the manatee rescue, rehab, and release world 
since the last update. Over the summer months in 2022, rescues for watercraft 
injuries increased again to 31 out of 106 manatees rescued. One of those rescues 
involved a large manatee mother with her dependent calf whose condition was 
called in by citizens near Edgewater, Florida, in May and rescued by a team from 
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, Save the Manatee Club, and 
Volusia County on May 21. The mother’s wounds along her left shoulder were 
so severe that rescue teams did not think she had a high chance of survival. 
Her young female calf still had part of the umbilical cord attached, meaning 
that she was most likely less than two weeks old. The pair was transported to 
SeaWorld Orlando for rehabilitation and against all odds, the mom kept hanging 
in and the dedicated rehabilitation team refused to give up.

By Cora Berchem, Director of Multimedia and Manatee Research Associate 

Manatees On The Mend
Stunning Recovery For Momma Manatee
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The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) and the 
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 
expanded their supplemental feeding efforts at the 
Cape Canaveral Electric Center. The center is located 
within the heart of the area where manatees have 
experienced mass starvation over the last three 
winters due to the unprecedented loss of seagrasses 
from human-induced harmful algal blooms. Early 
indications are that supplemental feeding, and other 
efforts to mitigate the decades of neglect, is working.

Save the Manatee Club (SMC) joined forces with 
our partners at the Marine Resources Council to 
plan and host a very successful Seagrass Assembly 
that brought nearly 100 seagrass experts together 
to assess and plan for the best ways forward to 
affect seagrass recovery within the Indian River 
Lagoon (IRL).

SMC is directly supporting numerous additional 
partner research and recovery projects to better 
understand both the health of individual manatees 
as well as the health of the various seagrass and 
other forage habitats within the IRL. These projects 
will help to ensure the manatee population’s future 
survival and the restoration of the broader aquatic 
ecosystems upon which they depend. In furtherance 
of these efforts, we fiercely advocated for the 
successful state appropriations of more than $30 
million dollars for related manatee needs, including 

the restoration and protection of important manatee 
forage and warm-water springs habitats. 

Along with the fruits of these recent hard-fought 
successes, we face daunting future challenges to 
overcome the decade of neglect and unsustainable 
human growth and development that prioritized 
profits over sustainable development in Florida at 
the expense of manatees and all aquatic fish and 
wildlife. So much is riding on the proper enforcement 
of the federal Clean Water Act and on our joint 
lawsuit to force the Environmental Protection Agency 
to reinitiate formal Section 7 Consultation with the 
FWS to take into account the failures of the current 
water quality standards and the lack of enforcement 
of those standards.

Thankfully we were successful in getting the 
FWS to agree to update the imperiled manatees’ 
official Critical Habitat designations to better protect 
critically important constituent elements such as 
seagrasses and our natural springs at a time when 
the effects of sea level rise and climate change are 
accelerating threats to their survival. Despite such 
significant progress, we must still convince the FWS 
to re-form the expert Manatee Recovery Team and 
increase its staffing and funding for the expansion 
of formal manatee recovery efforts if we are going 
to be able to reverse the recent declining trends 
for manatees’ long-term survival.

Major Progress continued from page 1

A dozen manatees were released at Blue Spring on February 13. This was only possible due to the coordination 
of nearly two dozen MRP partner agencies and organizations. Photos by Save the Manatee Club. 
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Manatees On The Mend

 “The rescue team told me that she was not easy 
to capture, so that was somewhat encouraging to me” 
says Dr. Stacy DiRocco, Senior Veterinarian at SeaWorld 
Orlando. “I really looked for, ok, is there anything here 
that tells me there's no way I can save this animal? 
And I thought, maybe there's hope for her. I didn't see 
anything that meant that her chest or her abdomen 
were open, and that would be an end of story type of 
injury. But, if this was really just muscle and bone and 
we just had to figure out how to get her to heal and 
control her pain and infection, then there was hope 
for this case." 

The mom underwent several surgeries and 
extensive wound care and her calf started to thrive 
and eat on its own with some supplemental feeding 
by the team. However, mom refused to eat, no matter 
what the team offered to her, which was discouraging 
and heartbreaking. After five months of being tube-
fed three times a day, mom started to nibble on 
a few leaves of lettuce and from there on out she 
devoured whatever was given to her! The pair is still 
in rehabilitation, but the odds are favorable for them 
to be able to return to their natural habitat. The calf 
was nicknamed “Churro” and mom is still waiting to be 
named. Interestingly, this was not mom’s first rescue! 
In January 2022, several manatees found themselves 
trapped behind the St. Lucie lock and had to be 
relocated. The soon-to-be mother turned out to be one 
of them as was later determined when photos showing 
her scars were compared. Between her relocation 
in January and her rescue in May, she had travelled 
all the way from Stuart, Florida to Edgewater—about 
150 miles! Her case shows the incredible resiliency of 

manatees, but is also a dire reminder to go 
slow and watch out for manatees when boating 
and recreating on the water so accidents like 
these can be avoided.

Once winter started in Florida, several 
manatees needed to be rescued for cold-stress 
or malnutrition. Currently over 80 manatees 
are at various rehabilitation facilities receiving 
care. However, on a positive note, many 
recently rehabilitated manatees were able to 
return to their natural habitat! A large number 
of manatees were released this past winter 
season, many of them at warm-water sites 
such as Crystal River, Blue Spring, or the TECO 
power plant in Apollo Beach. Young animals 
that were rescued along the east coast of 
Florida in years past and have now reached 

the required weight and length for release are being 
re-introduced into the wild at Blue Spring since the 
area provides much better habitat than the east coast. 
February 13 marked the biggest release date ever at 
Blue Spring with 12 manatees going back out: Maximoff, 
Bianca, Scampi, Lilpeep, Asha, Finch, Ferret, Alby, 
Manhattan, Swimshady, Inigo, and Artemis. All had 
been rehabilitated at many of the Manatee Rescue 
and Rehabilitation Partnership (MRP) facilities including 
SeaWorld, Miami Seaquarium, Jacksonville Zoo, 
Disney’s The Seas, Florida Keys Aquarium Encounters, 
Columbus Zoo, and Cincinnati Zoo. With funding from 
MRP partners, all manatees are outfitted with satellite 
tracking devices by researchers from the Clearwater 
Marine Aquarium Research Institute so their movements 
can be monitored and researchers can make sure they 
adapt well to life in the natural environment.

Rescued manatees swim in ZooTampa's large rehabilitation pool. 
Photo by Cora Berchem, Save the Manatee Club.

The injured mother and her calf resting during transport. 
Photo by Cora Berchem, Save the Manatee Club.

continued from page 1
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On December 16, 2022, Save the Manatee 
Club (SMC) staff and volunteers teamed up with 
staff and volunteers from Volusia County for a day 
of outreach to marinas and boat rental companies 
operating on or near the Mosquito Lagoon.

The Mosquito Lagoon is located at the 
northernmost part of the Indian River Lagoon, 
which is the epicenter of the ongoing Unusual 
Mortality Event (UME) affecting manatees in the 
area. While the UME is the result of harmful algal 
blooms preventing the sun’s rays from reaching 
seagrass beds, ultimately killing the seagrass, there 
is another threat to the area’s manatees: watercraft.

In 2022, in Volusia County there was a threefold 
increase in watercraft-related manatee deaths over 
the previous two years. Additionally, Volusia often 
ranks high in manatee deaths caused by boats 
when compared to other coastal Florida counties. 
Damage to seagrasses from boat propellers is 
also a serious concern in an area where seagrass 
is already a scarce—and precious—resource. To 
increase awareness about safe boating and let 
operators know that SMC and Volusia County offer 
a variety of safe boating resources, four teams 
traveled through the area surrounding Mosquito 
Lagoon, visiting 24 locations in total!

Most of the individuals we spoke to were 
very receptive, even voicing their own concerns 
for manatees and the Lagoon. They also shared 
frustrations about vessels failing to follow posted 
no wake zones and speed limits, which endangers 
manatees and other marine life, not to mention 
causing hazards for operators of small boats and 
paddlers. 

Overall, it was a great day that allowed us 
to make connections in the area and lay the 
groundwork for more outreach in the future. Our 
most sincere thanks to Jennifer Winters, Protected 
Species Manager with Volusia County, for her 
partnership in organizing this effort. And a big 
thank you to the SMC volunteers Anna Elias and 
Trinket Mason, and Volusia County volunteer 
Elizabeth Bercaw, who dedicated their morning to 
be a voice for our manatees!

If you are a Florida resident and interested in 
joining us on future outreach trips, please reach 
out to SMC’s Volunteer Specialist, Gina McClain, 
by emailing volunteer@savethemanatee.org. 
For more information about our safe boating 
resources, and to request your own, visit 
savethemanatee.org/boatertips.

Outreach, One Step At A Time
By Meghan Cohorst, Director of Communications and Outreach

Save The Manatee 5K—20th Anniversary! 
By Cora Berchem, Director of Multimedia and Manatee Research Associate 

Unbelievable, but true, this year marks the 20th 
anniversary of the Save the Manatee 5K event. 
It was started in 2003 by former biology teacher 
Lesley Argiri and her husband Brian McDonald 
in Harrison Township, Michigan and all proceeds 
are donated to Save the Manatee Club. After only 
offering a virtual option for the past three years, 
participants now have the option to participate in 
person on Saturday, October 7, at Lake St. Clair 
Metropark in Harrison Township—or participate 
virtually from anywhere in the world on the date 
of their choice. Last year’s virtual race raised a 
whopping $40,000 for manatees and had 1,365 
participants representing all 50 US states and 20 
countries. 

Participants can choose an activity of their choice 
from running, walking, biking, kayaking, swimming, 
diving, or horseback riding. Each registration 
includes a special 20th anniversary race shirt, 
unique finisher medal, and bib. Registration for 
both options is open. Race packets for virtual 
participants will start shipping in April. For more 
info and to sign up go to savethemanatee5k.com.

http://savethemanatee.org/signup
mailto:volunteer@savethemanatee.org
http://savethemanatee.org/boatertips
http://savethemanatee5k.com


A will is a powerful way to plan for the future and protect the people and causes (like supporting manatees!) 
that you care about. We’ve partnered with FreeWill to provide a free, online will-writing tool for Club 

supporters. Get started on your will at freewill.com/savethemanatee. Many supporters also choose to 
create taxwise gifts from their IRA or appreciated stocks. If you’re 70.5 years young, give from your IRA today or 

transfer appreciated assets and give a gift of stock at freewill.com/stocks/savethemanatee. 5

The manatee season kicked off on November 
19 with 36 manatees present for roll call. Adoptees 
Annie, Gator, and Nick were in the group. The next 
day, Lesley, Lily, and Una with her new calf showed 
up. Phyllis arrived on the 21st. Then came a long warm 
spell. By the end of November, the roll calls were very 
low. The counts got even lower in the first two weeks 
of December. Things finally picked up on December 19 
when Margarito came in as well as Aqua and her calf. 
The 20th welcomed Brutus, Lenny, Moo Shoo, Philip, 
and Whiskers. The following day, Flash, Howie, Paddy 
Doyle, and Rocket were in. Floyd and Doc were joyful 
Christmas presents. On December 26 we saw Deep 
Dent and on the 27th came Merlin. All Blue Spring 
adoptees were accounted for except Lucille. She has 
never missed a season since her birth in 1980 and has 
never been this late before. We are worried about her, 
but more manatees are still coming in and we hope 
she will be one of them or that she will be observed in 
another refuge. The total daily counts dropped the first 
week of January but picked up from there to reach a 
record high manatee count of 729 by the Park Service 
on January 17!

There were some interesting sightings over 
the season. Meeting a manatee with no transmitter 
attached to the belt around its peduncle is uncommon—
especially if we don’t know the manatee. But that’s what 
happened on November 22. A check with Clearwater 
Marine Aquarium Research Institute soon revealed 
the manatee was Fezzik who was released at Welaka 
on April 21, 2022. Fezzik was rescued in a starving 
condition in the Indian River and rehabilitated at the 
Jacksonville Zoo for two months. He has since been 
retagged and is hanging around the spring run.

Miles was another manatee rescued in an 
emaciated condition from Florida’s east coast. He was 
originally rescued there as an orphan back in 2016 and 
raised at SeaWorld Orlando and the Cincinnati Zoo. He 
was released on Florida’s east coast in 2020 before the 
Unusual Mortality Event (UME). He survived the UME 
but was rescued again in early 2022 due to emaciation 
and then released at the Park on December 19. 

By Wayne Hartley, Manatee Specialist 

Blue Spring State Park Adoption Update
A Warm Season Couldn't Keep The Manatees Away

Estel and her twins (twins are a rare occurrence) rest 
in the warm, safe water of Blue Spring.

Photo by Cora Berchem, Save the Manatee Club.

The Boys are Back in Town!

Flash

Paddy 
Doyle

Merlin

Philip

Deep Dent
Doc

While many of the female adoptees avoided the camera 
this season, the male adoptees seemed to pose for it! 
Photos by Save the Manatee Club.

http://freewill.com/savethemanatee
https://www.freewill.com/stocks/savethemanatee


Please notify us with your new address! It will save us about $1.00 in extra postage. In the U.S. call us 
toll free at 1-800-432-5646, email us at membership@savethemanatee.org, or mail a change of 

address card to us. Also, please notify us if your email address changes.66

By Kate Spratt, Park Services Specialist, HSWSP             

Ariel And Betsy Find Internet Fame

The cool weather of a Florida winter has been 
arriving in spurts, bringing wild manatees into the 
state park in waves. One manatee count in late 
December was estimated at 358 manatees inside 
the park and sanctuary areas. Manatee Watch 
volunteers have been hard at work keeping an 
eye on our paddle-tailed visitors, making sure that 
the manatees are protected and reporting tagged 
manatees.

The resident and rehabilitation manatees 
of Homosassa Springs Wildlife State Park are 
enjoying their heated pool on the cooler days. 
Ariel, Betsy, Heinz, Shantay, and Guppy can be 
viewed resting in the heated pool and while 
they are eating one of their multiple daily meals. 
Shantay, Heinz, and Guppy continue to grow 
stronger and gain real-world skills in our fresh 
spring water. Ariel and Betsy have become even 
more famous through a Manatee Monday post on 
our Friends of Homosassa Springs Wildlife Park 
Facebook page. The post shows an up-close video 

of the manatee muzzles, and the two residents 
are very happy to show off their special whiskers. 
Photos of their whiskers, called vibrissae, were 
taken, and are now used during our daily manatee 
programs to educate visitors about this and other 
adaptations. Our programs are at 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. 
near the Underwater Observatory.

When is the best time to see manatees at 
Homosassa? Anytime! If you want the most unique 
view of manatees, visit our historic Underwater 
Observatory for a peek into the manatee’s watery 
world. The greatest number of manatees are seen 
in the main spring when the air temperature is 
cold and the tide is high. Why? Manatees seek the 
warm spring water, and the high tide makes them 
more comfortable while resting around the edges 
of the spring. Another way to view them is from 
your own home via the ManaTV.org underwater 
camera. Tune in while enjoying your morning 
coffee for a relaxing way to start the day. We hope 
to see you in the state park soon!

Ellie Schiller Homosassa Springs Wildlife State Park Adoption Update

Wild manatees and jacks pictured from below at Homosassa Springs. Photo courtesy of Kate Spratt, HSWSP.

mailto:membership%40savethemanatee.org?subject=Change%20of%20Address
http://ManaTV.org


SMC has a free tool where you can create your own fundraising webpage to share with your family and friends. 
Visit justgiving.com/savethemanateeclubinc to see how! To all who selflessly dedicate your birthdays, 

weddings, or anniversaries to raise funds; or dedicate marathons and cross-country adventures; or have a 
campaign “just because,” we, and the manatees you help save, are grateful for your support.
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Alabama Researchers Tracking Multiple Manatees

By Dr. Ruth Carmichael, Director, DISL/MSN, & Elizabeth Hieb, Research Technician, DISL/MSN

Since our last update, the Dauphin Island Sea 
Lab Manatee Sighting Network (DISL/MSN) team 
has been busy with late season manatee sightings 
in the northern Gulf of Mexico. In recent years, 
manatee sightings from the Florida panhandle 
west through Texas have increased during colder 
months, particularly during November and December. 
Approximately 60 manatee sightings have been 
recorded in Alabama and Mississippi between 
November 2022 and January 2023, including several 
cold stressed manatees responded to by DISL/MSN. 
Additionally, DISL/MSN has been busy monitoring 
the movements of manatees tagged by our team in 
Alabama last fall as they made their way to winter 
refuge sites in peninsular Florida. Tagged manatee 
“Clog” left Alabama waters in late November and 
has since spent most of the winter at warm-water 
springs in the Weeki Wachee River on Florida's west 
coast. Our two other tagged manatees, nicknamed 

“Sanford” and “Lynnspin,” similarly traveled from 
Alabama waters to the Florida peninsula in late 
November and early December. Both manatees have 
previous sighting histories from Crystal River, Florida, 
and each of them has been spotted in the warm 
springs of Crystal River this winter. Our fourth tagged 
manatee—“TexasTeeMiguel”—has resided in Crystal 
River since his release this past summer, following 
rehabilitation at SeaWorld Orlando. TexasTeeMiguel 
was first documented when he was rescued from cold 
Texas waters during December 2021, and DISL/MSN 
continues to monitor his movements. While we keep 
an eye on our tagged manatees at their winter refuge 
sites, we also continue to look for Save the Manatee 
Club adoptee Bama, who was last spotted near 
Mobile, Alabama, during June 2022. This shy girl can 
be elusive, but we hope to see her and many of our 
other Alabama manatees at their favorite warm-water 
sites this winter!

Alabama/DISL Adoption Update

DISL/MSN tagged manatee “Lynnspin” spends time at a warm water refuge site in Florida. 
Photo courtesy of Beth and Scott Wright, CMARI volunteers.

http://justgiving.com/savethemanateeclubinc


Have you ever thought about becoming a Club volunteer? Or joining our Manatee Sighting Network? Or 
contacting decision makers? To find out more about all the ways you can help, go to savethemanatee.

org/moreways. Thank you so much! You make a big difference in the lives of manatees!

Readers interested in having access to the technical scientific literature, along with the popular 
literature on manatees and their relatives, can find a comprehensive, annotated bibliography and 
index to all such publications at sirendom.org/biblio.  This site encompasses over 500 years of 

published information on sirenians, with more than 6,500 separate references.
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From years past we know that Save the Manatee 
Club adoptee Millie is a real traveler, spending time 
at Port Everglades, Blue Spring, and the Silver 
River. While she was sighted in the Silver River 
several times over the summer and fall of last 
year, she seemed to have picked Blue Spring as 
her main winter home this year, showing up early 
on Christmas Eve and making several more visits 
over the season. The clear spring water and Millie’s 
sheer size make it easy to spot her. Spotting the 
other coastal adoptees is much harder and even 
when they are seen by our partners, the photos 
are sometimes not all logged and matched until 
a few weeks or months after the sightings. At 
the time of this writing, the only coastal adoptee 
spotted was Flicker who was seen by researchers 
from the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission on January 16 at the TECO Big Bend 
power plant. It is likely that other adoptees were 
present too, but the darker water near the power 
plants makes photo-identification much more 

difficult. More updates may become available as 
all data are logged. TECO remains a popular spot 

for manatees to gather during the 
cold weather and visitors can 
see them from the surrounding 
boardwalk. It also remains a 
popular release site and, in mid-
December, rehabbed manatees 
“Corduroy” and “Pebbles” were 
returned to winter warm-water 
habitat at TECO after finishing 
their rehabilitation at ZooTampa 
at Lowry Park.

By Cora Berchem, Director of Multimedia and Manatee Research Associate 

Coastal Adoption Update
Flicker Spotted; Millie Picks Her Winter Spot

Flicker was sighted at the Big Bend 
power plant just south of Tampa on 
January 16. Photo courtesy of FWC.

SMC's webcam spots Millie visiting Blue Spring on 
New Year's Day. Photo by Save the Manatee Club.

http://savethemanatee.org/moreways
http://savethemanatee.org/moreways
http://sirendom.org/biblio
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In 2022, total manatee mortalities 
(800) showed a significant decline from 
the record high recorded in 2021 (1,100). 
Part of this decline is because there 
was not a red tide bloom in southwest 
Florida in 2022 like there was in 2021. 
Half of the total mortalities were not 
fully necropsied by the Florida Fish 
and Wildlife Conservation Commission 
(FWC), although samples may have 
been collected if possible. Brevard 
County, where a large portion of the 
Indian River Lagoon (IRL) is located, had 
59% of the manatee deaths that were 
not necropsied. 

In December 2020, an Unusual 
Mortality Event (UME) in the IRL on 
Florida’s east coast led to a record 
number of manatee fatalities. The 
UME has continued, worsening during 
winter months when manatees in the 
IRL are forced to choose between 
searching for scarce food or finding a 
warm water source to stay safe when 
the water temperature drops below 
70°F. The primary cause of death for 
manatees in the IRL during the winter 
months is starvation. Fortunately, FWC, 
in collaboration with the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, restarted the manatee 
feeding program they began last winter 
in an effort to stave off more manatee deaths in the 
IRL area while temperatures were low.

During the summer months, watercraft collisions 
remain the primary known cause for manatee 
mortalities in Florida. In 2022, Volusia County tied 
its previous record of 14 watercraft-related manatee 
deaths in 2017. This number has been on an upward 
trajectory over the last decade. Conversely, Lee 
County, which had an average of 18 manatee deaths 
per year from watercraft in the decade before the 
pandemic began, had only eight in 2021 and nine in 
2022.

Also of note, in 2022 the total number of manatees 
(19) that died due to water control structures and 
navigational locks was the highest number since 
FWC began keeping record in 1974. These mortalities 

occurred at nine different structures. Most of those 
deaths occurred at structures without manatee 
protection devices. While many structures in Florida 
have manatee safety features, it’s possible that recent, 
significant changes in manatee population distributions 
may have caused larger numbers of manatees to travel 
through previously unused locks and canals. However, 
11 manatees were also rescued from entrapment in 
water control structures in 2022. 

There was an average number of rescues (106) 
in 2022. The highest percentage of rescues were in 
the Natural category and of those, the largest number 
were in Brevard County, likely related to the UME. The 
second-largest rescue category was watercraft-related. 
Lee County had the largest number of watercraft-
related manatee rescues (6) in 2022. 

2022 Manatee Mortality and Rescue Data
By Cheyenne Canon, Program Project Coordinator

2022 Florida Manatee Rescues by Cause

Data courtesy of FWC

2022 Florida Manatee Deaths by Cause

Data courtesy of FWC



youtube.com/adoptamanatee  facebook.com/savethemanateeclub

twitter.com/savethemanatee       instagram.com/savethemanateeclub

Does the company you work for have a Matching Gifts Program? If they do, your employer may be 
able to match your donations to Save the Manatee Club.  Questions? Call us at 1-800-432-5646.

1010

As a Florida native who grew up in and around 
Lady Lake in Lake County (before The Villages was 
a thing), I spent many school and family outings on 
and in the lakes, rivers, and oceans around Florida. 
It was in Crystal River that I first encountered wild 
manatees swimming “with” me in the water when 
I was in elementary school. I have been fascinated 
with manatees ever since. While I was focused on 
my career and moving around the U.S., I supported 
Save the Manatee Club (SMC) from afar. After 
moving back to Florida 22 years ago, my adoration 
for manatees was back in full swing! 

In 2018, I was looking for a way to make a 
difference, outside of the monthly food drive that I 
run in my neighborhood, and happened to receive 
an email from SMC. It was a request to enlist and 
train volunteers to help with manatee support and 
protection at Blue Spring State Park (BSSP). My 
husband and I had been frequent visitors at BSSP 
to go kayaking and always brought visiting folks 
to the park to see the manatees. That simple email 
request began my volunteer ‘career’ with SMC 
and enabled me to join the Florida State Parks 
volunteer program. 

For the past 5 years, I have been a volunteer 
with SMC at festivals, park clean-ups, and at Blue 
Spring State Park as a Manatee Observer and 
Manatee Rover. I also became a voting board 
member of the Citizen Support Organization, The 
Friends of Blue Spring State Park. Through all 
these volunteer opportunities, I have educated 
and interacted with thousands of folks about how 
humans can better support manatees by exhibiting 
the correct behaviors.

When I found myself available to pivot in my 
career path, I was thrilled to become the very 
first Volunteer Specialist at SMC. After many 

years of servant leadership with my employees 
and volunteers, I'm thrilled to be coordinating 
SMC events and helping others find their path to 
volunteerism. So please visit our volunteer page 
at savethemanatee.org/volunteer or email me at 
volunteer@savethemanatee.org so YOU can help 
to support our fabulous wild manatees!

Staff Story: From Supporter to Team Member
By Gina McClain, Volunteer Specialist

Gina volunteered as a Manatee Observer at Blue 
Spring State Park for many years. 
Photo courtesy of Gina McClain.

https://www.youtube.com/user/adoptamanatee
http://facebook.com/savethemanateeclub
http://twitter.com/savethemanatee
https://www.instagram.com/savethemanateeclub/
http://savethemanatee.org/volunteer
mailto:volunteer@savethemanatee.org


You can learn about manatees and have fun while you do! 
Watch videos, find cool facts, get educational resources, and find out where you can see manatees in person. 

For all of this, and so much more, go to savethemanatee.org/coolstuff.
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Once again, Save the Manatee Club (SMC) 
members have shown an incredible generosity that 
exemplifies just how amazing manatee supporters are. 
Between December 28, 2022, and January 20, 2023, 
more than 150 donors fulfilled nearly every request 
on our Amazon wish list totaling more than $8,500 of 
in-kind donations for Save the Manatee Club and our 
partners. Between January 21 and December 27, 2022, 
you donated an additional $4,300 of in-kind gifts.

SMC maintains an Amazon.com wish list, a 
collection of items that we and our partners use to 
help further our goals. Wildtracks, for example, is 
always in need of Esbilac powder formula for their 
rescued manatees because it is difficult to find and 
wildly expensive in Belize. The Esbilac formula that 
our members donate is Wildtracks’ main source of 
that crucial good. 

ZooTampa at Lowry Park is rehabilitating so many 
manatees that donations of items like electric kettles 
and beaker sets helps speed up the process of making 
formula for the calves so they can spend more time 
on the manatees. They’re also involved in so many 
rescues and releases that they go through many life 
vests, towels, and cleaning supplies. Fortunately, SMC 
members had that covered!

The Dauphin Island Sea Lab Manatee Sighting 
Network (DISL/MSN) has become much busier in 

recent years as the Florida manatee’s habitat expands 
in the northern Gulf of Mexico. DISL, located in 
southern Alabama, engages in manatee rescues in the 
region and performs critical research to help prepare 
for more manatees using those waters. The research 
materials and personal protective equipment they 
requested was also fulfilled by SMC’s members.

We are so proud to host this wish list every year 
because our supporters are beyond generous—you 
never leave a manatee wish unfulfilled. From all of 
us here at Save the Manatee Club and our partners: 
THANK YOU!

Making Manatee Wishes Come True
By Cheyenne Canon, Program Project Coordinator

SMC staff members Cora and Natalie deliver the wish 
list items that our members donated to ZooTampa's 
manatee care team. Photo courtesy of ZooTampa.

Donated lift straps are used to position a manatee. 
Photo by Cora Berchem, Save the Manatee Club.

Donated items bound for Wildtracks.
 Photo by Cheyenne Canon, Save the Manatee Club.

http://savethemanatee.org/coolstuff
http://amazon.com/wishlist/O6K7AGMDYJLK?


Spring for a

Photo © David Schrichte

savethemanatee.org
1-800-432-JOIN (5646)

You can request a copy of this PSA for your company, 
website, or local newsletters. 

Email your request to media@savethemanatee.org.
 Standard and custom sizes are available. 

Man versus Manatee  
"Bulb Garden"

Rachel "Jo" Arnow began illustrating 
Man versus Manatee in 2012. She had 
no intention of starting a webcomic when 
she jotted down a sketch of a manatee 
munching on a diver's hand, but that 
episode, titled "Man versus Manatee," 
soon became the start of an entire 
series that continues to this day. Read 
more about Rachel's story, and find more 
episodes, at manvsmanatee.com.

Word Search Answer Key
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The Take-A-Break Activity Corner
Word Search

Can you find all of these manatee-related terms in this word search? 
Words may appear horizontally, vertically, or diagonally, and can be read forward or backward.

Answer on previous page.

S R B F I D B K R H M X A T E C O U Z E

N O E K L I I R N A R K E N M T J H N L

S K W H G U E O R E A S T C O A S T I L

P O P B A B K G T L T A M P A T M F E I

C J E A M B A E E O H B T E O I Z L H V

C N M E K R I W H V H A A Y C V D I D N

D A V N I P P L Y D V P T H M P L C I O

B O Q T O I N D I A N R I V E R R K S S

N E O U Y O K D E T E G B V R A O E L K

Y M P H A J G L F L A T A H L R W R M C

D A R Q X R I A L N P T H K I M A Z S A

A C O U O B I E L C N O E E N U E T N J

H I G P O A P U N O H T A R A M S F I M

S A R M Q O B P M R J S R E K S I H W C

M T E J R P C O R E H C R A E S E R P S

I E S P I E C H A R T V T C E T O R P E

W D S O R B F E S T I V A L X M P M V R

S E D A L G R E V E I I H T O G J O K X

O U T R E A C H F U L N W Q W E Z N D P

R E E T N U L O V E D M G T X R U F K A

Adoptee
Aquarium
Bama
Big Bend
Boating
Cow
DISL/MSN
East Coast
Emaciated
Everglades

Festival
Flicker
Fluke
FWS
Habitat
Heinz
Indian River
Jacksonville
Lagoon
Marathon

Margarito
Merlin
Michigan
Mobile
November
Outreach
Photo-ID
Pie Chart
Progress
Propeller

Protect
Rehabilitate
Researcher
SeaWorld
Swimshady
Tampa
TECO
Volunteer
Welaka
Whiskers
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SMC Car Decal
Show your support for 
manatees by displaying this 
Save the Manatee decal on 
your car. The decal is light gray 
vinyl, die-cut on transfer paper 
for easy application. Because 
it is die-cut, there is no background. It is 10" x 6.75". For 
best results, it must be applied to a clean, flat, non-porous 
surface. When properly applied, the durable vinyl will last 
for 3+ years in most weather conditions. Made in the U.S. 
Item #99023 Price $7.00

SMC Hip Pouch
Show your support 
for SMC while keeping 
your belongings secure. 
This pack is 12” x 4” x 2” 
with an extendable strap to 
accommodate most waist sizes. The 
manatee is reflective and printed on a durable polyester 
canvas with a zippered pouch and additional zippered 
security pouch on the back side. 
Item #32604 Price $16.00  $10.00

16" Plush Manatee
Bring home an adorable plush gray 
manatee that bears a realistic 
resemblance to our favorite 
aquatic mammal. This stuffed 
manatee is 16" long from 
head to tail. Stuffing material 
is polyester fiber.
Item #90088 Price $18.95

Save the Manatee Enamel Pin
Display your support of SMC proudly 
by wearing this exclusive enamel pin. 
It is 1" in diameter and made of iron 
and plated with polished nickel for 
extra shine. You can choose between 
a jewelry clutch pin or magnetic 
attachment type.
Item #90365 Price $7.00

Visit shopsavethemanatee.org or call 1-800-432-JOIN (5646) to order today.

HOW TO ORDER: 
 » Order online: Go to shopsavethemanatee.org.
 » Order by phone: Call toll-free 1-800-432-JOIN (5646) in 
the United States and Canada. Our office hours are  Monday 
through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. EST.

 » Order by mail: Send a check or money order to 533 Versailles 
Dr., Ste. 100, Maitland, FL 32751. Call to receive an estimate 
of shipping costs. Orders shipped to a Florida address must 
include payment for a 6.5% sales tax.

Kobee Manatee Book Collection
Enjoy reading about the travels 
of Kobee Manatee in this award-
winning children's series. Each 
book is beautifully illustrated 
and tells one of Kobee's amazing 
adventures to underwater marvels. 
These books are hardcover and 
recommended for ages 4 to 8. 

 # Title Price Item ID

1 Heading Home to Florida $16.95 1016
2 A Wild Weather Adventure $16.95 10162
3 Shipwreck Sea Friends $16.95 1019

4 Climate Change and The Great 
Blue Hole Hazard $18.00 1022

����
Save the Manatee® Club

Save the Manatee® Club, co-founded by Jimmy Buffett and Bob Graham,
is an award-winning, international nonprofit conservation

organization and the voice for manatees since 1981.© David Schrichte

savethemanatee.
or
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Save the Manatee Club Wall Calendar
Save the Manatee Club’s 
2023 calendar features a 
captivating cover photo by 
photographer and Club friend 
David Schrichte. The inside 
displays a beautiful photo for 
each month of the year, a 13th 
bonus image, and a message 
from our Executive Director 
and prominent manatee 
expert, Patrick Rose. It is 
printed in the U.S. using soy-
based ink on Forest Stewardship Council certified paper 
from managed forests and measures 12" x 24" when open.  
Item #93023 Price $15.00  $5.00

Manatee Merchandise
Find these items and more at shopsavethemanatee.org.
For questions, please call our toll free number at 1-800-432-5646, 
or email catalog@savethemanatee.org.

Due to worldwide supply shortages and long shipping times, if you plan to pay by check, we strongly 
encourage you to call Save the Manatee Club and place your order first to reserve your items.
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https://www.shopsavethemanatee.org/car-accessories/manatee-car-decal-10/
https://www.shopsavethemanatee.org/handbags-and-totes/smc-hip-pouch/
https://www.shopsavethemanatee.org/plush/plush-gray-16-manatee/
http://www.shopsavethemanatee.org/jewelry/save-the-manatee-enamel-pin/
http://shopsavethemanatee.org
http://shopsavethemanatee.org
https://www.shopsavethemanatee.org/?p=catalog&mode=search&search_str=ko&search_in=all
https://www.shopsavethemanatee.org/books-cds-and-dvds/kobee-manatee-heading-home-to-florida-hardcover-book/
https://www.shopsavethemanatee.org/books-cds-and-dvds/kobee-manatee-a-wild-weather-adventure-hardcover-book/
https://www.shopsavethemanatee.org/books-cds-and-dvds/kobee-manatee-shipwreck-sea-friends-hardcover-book/
https://www.shopsavethemanatee.org/books-cds-and-dvds/kobee-manatee-climate-change-and-the-great-blue-hole-hazard-hardcover-book/
https://www.shopsavethemanatee.org/books-cds-and-dvds/kobee-manatee-climate-change-and-the-great-blue-hole-hazard-hardcover-book/
https://www.shopsavethemanatee.org/calendars/2023-save-the-manatee-club-calendar/
http://shopsavethemanatee.org
mailto:catalog%40savethemanatee.org?subject=


Sterling Silver Necklace
Made of highly polished sterling 
silver, this beautiful manatee 
necklace measures nearly 1" across 
by 1" high, with an open back for a 
lightweight feel. The Italian-made 
chain can be adjusted to lengths 
between 16" and 18". A simple and 
fun design at an excellent value!
Item #90352 Price $56.00

Visit shopsavethemanatee.org or call 1-800-432-JOIN (5646) to order today.

Meet the Manatees of Blue Spring DVD
Enjoy this DVD featuring a short 
educational video about manatees 
followed by above and underwater 
footage of manatees at Blue Spring 
State Park in Orange City, Florida. 
Watch mothers and calves and 
groups of manatees frolicking in 
the clear waters of the spring with 
background music by Steven Gruskin. 
All footage is recorded by Save the 
Manatee Club as part of the manatee research at Blue 
Spring. Runtime is 71 minutes.
Item #1101 Price $6.00

Saving Paddy Doyle CD
Written by Capt'n Harry, the 
founder and past president of the 
Tampa Bay Parrot Heads, this CD 
is filled with 11 original tropical rock 
songs featuring 10 talented tropical 
rock musicians.   
Item #1124 Price $10.00

Manatee Wave Shopping Tote
Designed and printed exclusively 
for Save the Manatee Club, this 
navy tote bag is perfect for any 
occasion. This sturdy bag is 
machine washable and made 
of 55% hemp and 45% cotton. 
It measures 13" x 15" x 7" (not 
including the handles).  
Item #90200 Price $25.00

The Florida Manatee: Biology and 
Conservation (2nd Edition)
We are thrilled to carry this wonderfully 
informative book written and signed by 
Roger L. Reep and Robert K. Bonde, 
two scientists who have been at the 
forefront of manatee research for over 
three decades. A captivating read that 
appeals not only to individuals of the 
scientific mindset, but to anyone who 
is intrigued by this majestic mammal. 
The book is paperback and a conveniently-sized 9" x 6". It 
contains 300 pages of information and photos that discuss 
manatees, their environment, migration, and much more. 
Item #10202 Price $32.00

Marvelous Manatee Coloring Book
Now you can sit back, relax, and color 
manatees to your heart's content. 
This coloring book contains over 30 
pages of enchanting illustrations, 
line drawings, and manatee patterns. 
Single-sided pages prevent markers 
from bleeding through onto the 
next illustration. Color with pencils, 
crayons, or markers, and then frame 
and display your 8.5" x 11" artwork. 
Illustrated by Connie Roy. 
Item #56210 Price $12.00

Merry Sirenians Holiday Cards Combo Pack
Spread the love with our 
exclusive holiday cards, 
dedicated to the Joy and 
Tranquility of our manatee 
friends. Each pack includes 
12 5" x 7" cards (6 of each 
design) and 12 blank, white 
envelopes.
Item #80124 Price $12.00  $8.00

Holiday Palm Tree Ornament
This year's ceramic holiday ornament 
features an adorable manatee resting 
beneath a lush palm tree that's decorated 
with a bright red bow. These ornaments 
are 3" tall and handmade by Kevin Rowley, 
a local artist and Club friend, exclusively 
for Save the Manatee Club. Only a limited 
number of these ornaments are available 
and they will not be produced again.
Item #91051  Price $13.00  $6.50

SMC Window Cling
Show your manatee support 
wherever you go! This 5" round 
vinyl window cling, featuring 
Save the Manatee Club's logo, 
can be placed on the interior 
of any window to display 
outwards. It can be easily 
removed and reapplied.
Item #99021 Price $1.50
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Watch Manatee Webcams at

ManaTV.org

Get Up Close and Personal !

Donate Today
To read about the highlights of the Club’s impressive accomplishments, go to 

savethemanatee.org/smcinfo. Our work is only possible with your help. Please 
continue your generous support at savethemanatee.org/donate, or call us at 
1-800-432-JOIN (5646) to help us continue our ongoing efforts to protect manatees 

and their aquatic habitat. Thank you! 

All research, rescue, rehab, and release activities conducted under 
DEP permit #02042213 and USFWS permit #MA770191.

http://savethemanatee.org
https://www.savethemanatee.org/about/staff/
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