
Dear Friend, 

As I write to you, Florida is bracing for a nearly Category 5 hurricane that will 
cause major immediate damage to an unknown but certain degree. Ominously, 
despite decades of specific progress in helping recover manatees from near 
extinction, the ravages of impending climate change and sea level rise are 
bearing down on Florida’s future like a major hurricane that won’t go away. 
Having spent nearly 50 years of my professional life fighting for a better life for 
imperiled manatees, I am not about to accept the premise that we can’t provide 
the help and support that manatees will need to weather these impending 
climate change-related storms despite the challenges that are certainly coming. 

Thankfully, my hope for the future is securely anchored in my faith and 
gratitude that you, our true friends of the manatees, will continue to allow Save 
the Manatee Club to be that tenacious voice for the manatees that won’t be 
drowned out by the ferocity of the winds of change. Together, I am confident 
that we can, despite the storms, provide for a future that protects manatees 
from man’s failure to plan appropriately.

As you read about the daily happenings we have included in this latest 
newsletter, please know that with your continued help and support that Save 
the Manatee Club will be standing in the gap for our imperiled manatees and 
their vital aquatic ecosystems in every way possible—insisting that manatees 
receive the protections necessary to preserve and protect them perpetually.

For a better manatee future, 

Patrick M. Rose
Executive Director
Aquatic Biologist, CPM
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Does the company you work for have a Matching Gifts Program? If they do, your employer may be 
able to match your donations to Save the Manatee Club.  Questions? Call us at 1-800-432-5646.
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Save the Manatee Club (SMC) volunteers have 
kept very busy this summer, from participating as 
Manatee Observers during a busy swimming season 
at Blue Spring State Park to giving dozens of virtual 
presentations to summer reading programs across the 
country. Now, as temperatures drop and manatees 
make their way to their warm-water habitats, our 
volunteer program is about to heat up with a season 
full of festivals and events across Florida.

At these events—often community festivals or 
nature-themed gatherings—SMC sets up informational 
tables or booths to distribute educational materials 
and talk to the public about manatees and what we 
can all do to conserve  and protect them. Occasionally 
we are accompanied by our large inflatable manatee, 
Hope! In addition to being a fun way to meet new 
people, public events are a cornerstone to Save 
the Manatee Club’s public outreach work, serving 
as the eyes and ears of our Club and ensuring that 
we reach as many people as possible with our 
mission of protecting manatees and their habitat 
for future generations. We couldn’t do it without 
our invaluable volunteer team!

As The Weather Cools, SMC Volunteers Warm Up!
By Meghan Cohorst, Director of Communications and Outreach

A volunteer speaks with visitors at a local event about 
manatees. Photo by Save the Manatee Club.

Come visit us at one of these popular 
manatee festivals, or sign up to 
volunteer with us at an event!

Florida Manatee Festival
January 14-15, 2023

Crystal River, FL
gomanateefest.com

Blue Spring Manatee Festival
January 28-29, 2023

Orange City, FL
themanateefestival.com

 ● To sign up to volunteer please email volunteer@
savethemanatee.org. 

 ● For an always-updated list of events and 
volunteer opportunities, visit the Events page 
of our website at savethemanatee.org/events. 

 ● For more information about our volunteer program 
or to sign up, visit savethemanatee.org/volunteer. 

Outside of Florida? 
Learn about manatees virtually!

Save the Manatee Club offers virtual 
presentations that can be customized to be 

educational and appropriate for groups of any 
age. Presentations are between 20-30 minutes 
long and feature an interactive slideshow with 

topics including manatee anatomy, evolutionary 
history, research, protection, and conservation 

opportunities. They conclude with a Q&A session. 
To request a presentation for your group, 

learn more, or if you’d like to join the virtual 
presentation team, email SMC’s Director of 

Communications and Outreach Meghan Cohorst 
at mcohorst@savethemanatee.org. 

https://www.youtube.com/user/adoptamanatee
http://facebook.com/savethemanateeclub
http://twitter.com/savethemanatee
https://www.instagram.com/savethemanateeclub/
http://gomanateefest.com
http://themanateefestival.com
mailto:volunteer@savethemanatee.org
mailto:volunteer@savethemanatee.org
http://savethemanatee.org/events
http://savethemanatee.org/volunteer
mailto:mcohorst%40savethemanatee.org?subject=Virtual%20presentation


Donate to SMC every time you shop on Amazon. Go to smile.amazon.com, select Save the 
Manatee Club as your preferred charity, and then log in as you normally would. Amazon will then 

donate the equivalent of .5% of your eligible purchases to the Club. 3

Among the many ways we assist our manatee 
rescue and education partners is to aid them in 
the purchase of items that they may not have the 
discretionary budget to purchase themselves. Over 
the years, Save the Manatee Club (SMC) has collected 
and distributed to our partners thousands of pounds of 
donated powdered milk formula, and tens of thousands 
of dollars in other donated items. This assistance 
allows our partners to further our shared objectives of 
protecting manatees and their habitat, rescuing sick 
and injured manatees, returning them back to the wild, 
and reaching out to new groups to educate them about 
manatees and their plight. 

On Florida’s west coast is ZooTampa at Lowry Park, 
a tier-one manatee care facility that accepts emergency 
and critical care manatees year-round. Unfortunately, 
they regularly receive orphan manatees who have been 
separated from their mothers by harassment, extreme 
weather, death of the mother, or other means. These 
young manatees must put on hundreds of pounds and 
be cared for for a year or more before they are mature 
enough to be returned to their natural environment. To 
reach this goal they must consume substantial amounts 
of food. Many of the items on the wish list are foodstuff 
items that are part of the nutrient slurry given to young 
manatees at ZooTampa. There are also additional items 
that are needed to care for older manatees that are 
sick or injured, as well items for the critical staff that 
works diligently to care for their manatee patients, 
sometimes even working through the night. 

In Central America, past the remote town of 
Sarteneja, you will find Wildtracks, the only 
manatee rescue facility in Belize. Wildtracks, 
a long-time partner of SMC, has rescued 
17 manatees in the last 16 years. Much of 
the work performed at Wildtracks is done 
by volunteers. In addition to providing 
grants to see to the continued operation 
of their manatee rescue program, we also 
list various supplies they need on our wish 
list so our manatee supporters can make 
direct contributions to the program. 

Back in the U.S., our partner Dauphin 

Island Sea Lab (DISL), which maintains a manatee 
sighting network across several states in the northern 
Gulf of Mexico, engages in manatee rescues, monitoring, 
research, and education in an area where manatees 
have become more commonly spotted in recent years. 
As the number of manatees in this area grows, so too 
does DISL’s program and their need for supplies. To 
assist them in their mission, we include many of their 
research and education materials on our wish list. 

There are several other facilities assisted by your 
compassionate wish list purchases, like Ellie Schiller 
Homosassa Springs Wildlife State Park, home to 
adoptees Ariel and Betsy. We often include items like 

protective gloves and water shoes for their 
Manatee Watch volunteers and staff. 

To all those who have given in the 
past, and all those who will in the 
future, thank you for supporting Save 
the Manatee Club and our partners in 
protecting and preserving manatees 
and their aquatic habitat. Your care 
and generosity motivate us, especially 
in these critical times. To purchase 
an item from our wish list please visit 
savethemanatee.org/wishlist. 

Orphan calf Tess is bottle 
fed a milk formula. Photo 
courtesy of Wildtracks.

Wish Upon A Manatee
By Cheyenne Canon, Program Project Coordinator

Orphan calf Toby arrives at Wildtracks' manatee 
rehabilitation building. Photo courtesy of Wildtracks.

http://smile.amazon.com
http://savethemanatee.org/wishlist


Readers interested in having access to the technical scientific literature, along with the popular 
literature on manatees and their relatives, can find a comprehensive, annotated bibliography and 
index to all such publications at sirendom.org/biblio.  This site encompasses over 500 years of 

published information on sirenians, with more than 6,500 separate references.
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Not many adoptees 
have been seen in the 
spring run since early 
August when Lily and 
Gator came in. This is 
despite a record 433 
manatee sight ings in 
Blue Spring for August. 
Of course, this was not 
433 different manatees 
but rather the number of 
individual sightings for 
each day which is then 
totaled for the month. An 
individual manatee may 
be sighted several times 
in a day. For example, 
Gator has been in four 
times and Annie twice 
during August—a total of six sightings between 
them. 

Sadly, a Blue Spring manatee named Wallace 

(#BS764), was found dead in Lake Griffin  around 
August 28, having been killed by a boat. In early 
2014, Wallace was returned to Blue Spring after 

being rehabilitated at SeaWorld 
Orlando. During the next eight 
years he spent part of four 
winters at Blue Spring. You 
would never know which river 
refuge Wallace might turn up at.

I am sometimes asked what I 
do when the manatees are gone 
during the warm months. This 
is when we organize the data 
we had so much fun collecting 
during the winter. I have updated 
the Blue Spring genealogy 
stories of our most extensive 
manatee families which are 
those that are at least three 
generations present. 

By Wayne Hartley, Manatee Specialist 

Blue Spring State Park Adoption Update

Keeping Track Of Manatee History

Manatee researcher Wayne Hartley reviews scar pattern sketches of Blue 
Spring manatees to ID them. Photo courtesy of Paul Hennessy, BBC.

Gator was spotted on August 13 in Blue Spring, along with Matthew 
(wearing a tracker), JJ and her calf, and an unrelated juvenile. 

Photo by Save the Manatee Club.

Watch theManatee Cam!manatv.org

continued on page 6

http://sirendom.org/biblio
http://manatv.org


You can learn about manatees and have fun while you do! 
Watch videos, find cool facts, get educational resources, and find out where you can see manatees in person. 

For all of this, and so much more, go to savethemanatee.org/coolstuff.
5

On October 20, 2021, an emaciated juvenile 
manatee was found in the Weeki Wachee River located 
on Florida’s west coast. A team from the Florida Fish 
and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC), U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service, and Crystal River National Wildlife 
Refuge rescued the male manatee and transported 
him to ZooTampa at Lowry Park for rehabilitation. Upon 
arrival, the 6.5-foot-long manatee only weighed 225 
pounds, which was severely underweight, making him 
appear like a thin pancake. The team at the zoo aptly 
named him “Flapjack.” Flapjack suffered from enteritis, 
which is common in juvenile manatees and refers to 
inflammation of the small intestines. It is not entirely 
known what causes it, but it can result in a good deal 
of damage to the lining of the intestines. For weeks his 
prognosis was guarded and the team tube-fed him to 
keep him hydrated and administered medication as well 
as nutrients to restore his health before he was finally 
able to feed on his own. In April 2022, Flapjack had 
more than doubled his weight to a healthier 515 pounds 
and by August he tipped the scale at 700 pounds and 
was deemed ready for release. 

“Flapjack’s recovery has been amazing,” says Molly 
Lippincott, Curator of Florida and Manatees at ZooTampa. 
“It’s like looking at two completely different manatees.” 
The team from ZooTampa, along with FWC, released 

Flapjack back into his natural habitat on August 24.
Around the state, lots of manatee releases have been 

going on over the summer and fall, while at the same 
time, numerous manatees were rescued for watercraft-
related injuries this past summer. Manatees Scone, Remy, 
Crumpet, and Einhorn were all returned into the natural 
habitat at the end of summer. Scone had been found 
tidally stranded near Jacksonville and was rehabilitated 
at Jacksonville Zoo and SeaWorld Orlando. Remy had 
been rescued in Lee County due to an entanglement 
around her body and was rehabilitated at ZooTampa. 
Crumpet was a victim of the ongoing unusual mortality 
event along Florida’s east coast and had been rescued 
near Port Everglades and rehabilitated at SeaWorld, 
along with Einhorn. Einhorn was rescued for a watercraft 
injury in Southwest Florida. All these cases show that 
the various threats to manatees are ongoing and require 
rescues all around the state. These rescues and other 
ever more vitally important works are accomplished by 
the successful teamwork of the many partners of the 
Manatee Rescue and Rehabilitation Partnership (MRP), 
of which Save the Manatee Club is a proud member 
and fiscal sponsor. You can learn more about the MRP 
and the role we play at manateerescue.org.

Keep your eyes out for manatees when on the water 
and stay tuned for many releases this winter!

By Cora Berchem, Director of Multimedia and Manatee Research Associate 

Manatees On The Mend
Flapjack Makes An Astounding Recovery

Above: Flapjack is prepared for release after spending just under a year 
in rehabilitation and gaining 500 pounds. Photo courtesy of FWC.

Left: Flapjack is rescued due to severe emaciation. Photo courtesy of 
Molly Lippincott, ZooTampa.

http://savethemanatee.org/coolstuff
http://manateerescue.org


 Sign up to receive our Action Alerts, eNewsletter, and deals from our store at savethemanatee.org/signup.

Have you ever thought about becoming a Club volunteer? Or joining our Manatee Sighting Network? Or 
contacting decision makers? To find out more about all the ways you can help, go to savethemanatee.

org/moreways. Thank you so much! You make a big difference in the lives of manatees!
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As a young girl growing up in south Florida, 
I would say my first manatee sighting was pretty 
uneventful. We were out for a casual walk, and 
I vividly remember looking through a chain link 
fence into the water and my sitter Tina saying, “Oh 
look, a manatee!” That was the first time I had seen 
manatees or even heard the word spoken and when 
she said that some people call them sea cows, my 
six-year-old brain thought that was hilarious.  

Since that day, it seems manatees have always 
been part of the background scenery of my life. We 
moved to central Florida “springs country,” where 
manatees would occasionally visit our Silver Springs, 
often making the news because those sightings 
were rare at the time. My high school boyfriend 
adopted a manatee from Save the Manatee Club 
(SMC) as a birthday gift for me and we recently 
found a photo of my adoptee in a drawer at my 
parents’ home. Of course, I married the guy and 
now we have a family of our own. We spend most 
weekends in Crystal River, where manatees are 
quite literally the poster child for the community 
and the Florida lifestyle. 

It wasn’t long after that first manatee encounter, 
on the 25th Anniversary of Earth Day that I decided 
I wanted a career where I could spend my time 
understanding and protecting our natural world.  
I’m so grateful that my path has led me to work for 
an organization that advocates for these gentle 
creatures and the habitats in which they live. 

Thinking back on all of this, it’s hard to imagine 
a world without manatees. Back when I saw my 
first manatees, SMC was focused on acute threats 
like watercraft injuries and harassment. Over time 
we’ve had to address newer, more chronic threats 
like water quality issues that lead to toxic red tide 
and seagrass loss, warm-water habitat challenges, 
and policy changes that threaten the protections 
SMC has worked so hard to secure. I wonder if 
our organization’s founders could have foreseen 
that there would still be so much work to be done 
40+ years after they assembled for the first time. 
On the other hand, looking back, it’s encouraging 
to recognize how far we have come and to know 
that the groundwork has been so well laid for us 
to continue our work. 

Staff Story: Growing Up With Manatees
By Kim Dinkins, Senior Conservation Associate

The general list of cows (female manatees) 
and the calves they have borne over the years 
is updated. To get on this list, a cow only needs 
to be identifiable and pregnant. I have gone 
through the almost 5,000 manatee pictures we 
accumulated during the winter and updated 
my scar drawings, which now need to be put in 
alphabetical order.

The field notebook for the upcoming season 
is ready. The list of Blue Spring manatee names 
is updated. And I have made a list of names for 
prior approval for the newcomers that will be 
spotted next season. But, as always, there is still 
so much more to do.

Manatee researcher Wayne Hartley takes notes. 
Photo courtesy of Tyuvi Gates.

Blue Spring Update continued from page 4

http://savethemanatee.org/signup
http://savethemanatee.org/moreways
http://savethemanatee.org/moreways


A will is a powerful way to plan for the future and protect the people and causes (like supporting manatees!) 
that you care about. We’ve partnered with FreeWill to provide a free, online will-writing tool for Club 

supporters. Get started on your will at freewill.com/savethemanatee. Many supporters also choose to 
create taxwise gifts from their IRA or appreciated stocks. If you’re 70.5 years young, give from your IRA today or 

transfer appreciated assets and give a gift of stock at freewill.com/stocks/savethemanatee. 

SMC has a free tool where you can create your own fundraising webpage to share with your family and friends. 
Visit justgiving.com/savethemanateeclubinc to see how! To all who selflessly dedicate your birthdays, 

weddings, or anniversaries to raise funds; or dedicate marathons and cross-country adventures; or have a 
campaign “just because,” we, and the manatees you help save, are grateful for your support.
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Collaborative Manatee Health Assessments in Alabama

By Dr. Ruth Carmichael, Director, DISL/MSN, & Elizabeth Hieb, Research Technician, DISL/MSN

Since her last appearance in late June in Alabama 
waters, Save the Manatee Club adoptee Bama has 
lived up to her shy nature and has not been resighted. 
Our team here at the Dauphin Island Sea Lab’s 
Manatee Sighting Network (DISL/MSN) continues to 
look for Bama amongst the more than 450 manatee 
sighting reports that we have received so far this year. 

While we keep an eye out for Bama, our team has 
been busy with manatee health assessments here. In 
August, DISL/MSN and collaborators from Clearwater 
Marine Aquarium Research Institute, SeaWorld 
Orlando, and Mote Marine Lab successfully led the 
capture and health assessment of three additional 
manatees in Alabama. The captured manatees were 
given complete health assessments by a veterinary 

team and fitted with floating satellite telemetry tags 
to locate them and track their movements in Alabama 
waters and migration routes when they leave the area. 
All three of the captured manatees were adult males, 
ranging in size from 9 to nearly 11 feet. One animal 
was identified as a previously known male manatee 
named “Clog” that was rescued in 2007 after naturally 
stranding on a low tide near Tampa, Florida. This work 
is part of a collaborative research study on manatee 
population and movement ecology in the northern 
Gulf of Mexico, and data from the satellite tags will be 
used to better understand manatee habitat use now, 
and model predicted future manatee distributions 
and habitat use in the region under changing climate 
conditions.  

Alabama/DISL Adoption Update

We received no additional sightings over the summer 
and early fall months for our Tampa Bay adoptees—Jemp, 
Ginger, Elsie, Flicker and Vector—or our East coast and 
Keys adoptees—Chessie, Illusion, and Zelda. The only 
adoptee who faithfully continued her appearances 
was Millie, who was seen by staff and volunteers from 
Clearwater Marine Aquarium Research Institute and 
the public in the Silver and Ocklawaha rivers. 

Speaking of Millie, we would like to remind everyone 
to please remember that when you are on the water and 
encounter a manatee, stay at least two kayak-lengths 
away from the manatee and give it space so it can go 
about its natural behavior. Unfortunately, we have seen 

a lot of photos online of people crowding Millie as she 
is traveling and feeding. As always, please report any 
manatee harassment to the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission at 888-404-FWCC (3922).

With winter approaching, the adoptees will soon 
make their way back to warm-water sites. Zelda, who 
lives in the Keys, is the only one who has warm water 
available to her year-round, but the other adoptees 
will be seeking out the warm-water outflow of power 
plants on Florida’s east and west coasts, or in the 
natural springs. We hope to see soon if Millie chooses 
Blue Spring or the Port Everglades power plant to 
overwinter this year!

By Cora Berchem, Director of Multimedia and Manatee Research Associate 

Coastal Adoption Update
Manatees Migrate Back To Warm Water Sites

http://freewill.com/savethemanatee
https://www.freewill.com/stocks/savethemanatee
http://justgiving.com/savethemanateeclubinc


Please notify us with your new address! It will save us about $1.00 in extra postage. In the U.S. call us 
toll free at 1-800-432-5646, email us at membership@savethemanatee.org, or mail a change of 

address card to us. Also, please notify us if your email address changes.88

By Kate Spratt, Park Services Specialist, HSWSP             

Homosassa Brings In Yet Another Rehab Manatee

Homosassa Springs Wildlife State Park 
(HSWSP) is currently home to two adoptable 
manatees: Ariel and Betsy. Ariel, along with 
her mother Amanda, were rescued together on 
Christmas Day 1973. They became permanent 
residents at the park in 1986. Ariel’s fun nature is 
evident when she smushes her muzzle up against 
the windows of the Underwater Observatory, 
much to the delight of onlooking visitors. Betsy 
was born in the park in 1990 and is the younger 
half sibling to Ariel. She is described as curious, 
thoughtful, and observant by park employees and 
volunteers. Why would you want to adopt one of 
them, you might ask? Well, you can come and visit 
them any time you like! Our state park is open 
year-round from 9:00 AM to 5:30 PM, and manatee 
adoptee “parents” receive a coupon for 20% off 
park entrance fees. Visit savethemanatee.org/
adopt for more information.

We currently have three manatees in our 
rehabilitation program. As part of the Manatee 
Rescue and Rehabilitation Partnership, we receive 
and care for manatees that may need some extra 
time to become stronger swimmers, manage their 
buoyancy, or become acclimated to a natural 
spring environment. Both Heinz and Shantay are 
strengthening their swimming skills after 
boat strike injuries. The newest manatee 
in our rehabilitation program, Guppy, 
was an orphan that received care from 
our partners at Miami Seaquarium and 
SeaWorld Orlando. Guppy is spending 
time with us to learn how to navigate a 
warm water spring and strengthen her 
skills in our spring and spring run. 

With the support of donors of Save 
the Manatee Club, we received new 
banners for our Manatee Watch Tiny 
Toon boat. These new banners will help 
identify the vessel to those recreating 
on the Homosassa River. Our Manatee 
Watch volunteers provide information 

to boats and help keep an eye out for potential 
manatees in distress. 

Lastly, after a hiatus, our famous educational 
manatee programs have returned! These 
interpretive programs are designed to inform 
and inspire attendees about manatees and the 
challenges they face for survival. Daily programs 
are offered at the park at 11:00 AM and 1:00 PM. 
We hope to see you in the state park soon!

Ellie Schiller Homosassa Springs Wildlife State Park Adoption Update

Homosassa Springs Wildlife State Park receives 
rehabilitation manatee Guppy from SeaWorld 

Orlando. Photo courtesy of Kate Spratt, HSWSP.

The Manatee Watch boat, Tiny Toon, sporting its new banner. 
Photo courtesy of Kate Spratt, HSWSP.

mailto:membership%40savethemanatee.org?subject=Change%20of%20Address
http://savethemanatee.org/adopt
http://savethemanatee.org/adopt


The Take-A-Break Activity Corner
Image Sudoku

Image 
Key:

Instructions:
1. Sudoku is played on a grid of 9 x 9 spaces. Within the rows and columns are 9 “squares” (made up of 3 x 

3 spaces). Each row, column, and square (9 spaces each) needs to be filled out with one of each of the 9 
images, without repeating any image within the row, column or square. 

2. Determine which images are missing from each square, row, or column, and use process of elimination and 
deductive reasoning to decide which images still need to go in each blank space. 

3. Don't guess. Incorrect guesses are difficult to fix and will prevent the puzzle from being completed.
*For more details on how to play sudoku, and to find visual examples, visit sudoku.com. 

Answers on the next page. 99

http://www.sudoku.com


Sign up now for the 19th Annual Save the Manatee 5K!
Registration for the 19th Annual Save the Manatee 5K is open! The race is completely virtual 
this year. Sign up now at savethemanatee5k.com. Join thousands of manatee fans from 
around the world in this virtual event that can be completed anywhere, anytime, with any 
activity. Racers receive a packet, which includes a manatee t-shirt, medal, and race bib. All 
proceeds from the event support Save the Manatee Club.

Photo ©David Schrichte

Go Big
this holiday
season

Adopt-A-
Manatee®:
the gift
that keeps
on giving!

savethemanatee.org
1-800-432-JOIN (5646)

You can request a copy of this PSA for your company, 
website, or local newsletters. 

Email your request to media@savethemanatee.org.
 Standard and custom sizes are available. 

Alachua County Environmental 
Protection Department has 
partnered with the Save the 
Manatee Club to implement a 
manatee sighting network in 
the Florida springs heartland 
region! Citizens are asked to report 
sightings specifically from the Suwannee, Santa 
Fe, and Ichetucknee rivers and their associated 
springs. This data will help scientists understand 
how manatees utilize these waterways. Check out 
AlachuaCountyWater.org for more information!

Man versus Manatee  
"Socks"

Rachel "Jo" Arnow began illustrating 
Man versus Manatee in 2012. She had 
no intention of starting a webcomic when 
she jotted down a sketch of a manatee 
munching on a diver's hand, but that 
episode, titled "Man versus Manatee," 
soon became the start of an entire 
series that continues to this day. Read 
more about Rachel's story, and find more 
episodes, at manvsmanatee.com.

1010
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with new 
adoptions

Keeping Us Connected, One Manatee At A Time
Dear Club Member,  

Thank you for being a part of our manatee family! With your invaluable support and care, our world-
renowned efforts are strengthened, and we remain honored to be partners with you as the collective voice 
for defenseless manatees and their aquatic habitat worldwide.

Each holiday season, we have a special opportunity to remind our supporters and supporters-to-be about 
our Adopt-A-Manatee® program. This unique program is a cornerstone of our abilities to help share the 
joy of manatees and support our mission in a family fun and friendly way. Every renewal and new adoptive 
“parent” further grows our worldwide community, connecting each of us to one another through our 
common love of this endearing species, and the waterways they call home. I hope you will join us in this 
holiday tradition by adopting (or renewing your current adoption) of one or more of the manatees in the 
Adopt-A-Manatee® program for yourself and loved ones. 

In case you are not familiar with our adoption program, all available manatees to choose from are real-
life manatees with known histories, and unique names and backstories. Some manatees, like Doc, have 
been in the program for decades, while others, such as Zelda, are new additions. You can see a list and 
summarized biography of each manatee on the next page as well as a longer description on our website at 
savethemanatee.org/adopt. 

Each manatee adoption comes with:  

 ⊲ A one-year membership to Save the Manatee Club.
 ⊲ A membership handbook filled with photos, facts, and information ( ). 
 ⊲ A biography and official adoption certificate of the manatee you choose.
 ⊲ Our 2023 manatee wall calendar, upon request. Available while supplies last!
 ⊲ Our official newsletter, The Manatee Zone, four times a year.
 ⊲ A FREE membership gift, listed below, available at the $35 level or above.

Thank you, again, for sharing our care for manatees and the waterways they call home.  

For manatees,  

Tonya Higgins, Director of Development & Operations 

Hurry! 
Mailed-in forms must be received by December 8th for holiday delivery.

Friend - $35 Sponsor - $75 Steward - $500Guardian - $100

����
Save the Manatee® Club

Save the Manatee® Club, co-founded by Jimmy Buffett and Bob Graham,
is an award-winning, international nonprofit conservation

organization and the voice for manatees since 1981.© David Schrichte
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An insulated, reusable snack 
pouch made of polyester. 

Measures 6.5" x 6.5" and has a 
velcro closure.

A unisex, short sleeve tee with 
a tapered shoulder, side-

seams, and tear-away tag. 
Made of 52/48 Airlume cotton/

polyester. Available in Adult 
S-4XL and Youth S-L.

A PVC plastic pouch which 
allows you to use your phone 

while protecting it from 
water. Not recommended for 
prolonged submersion. Outer 

dimensions are 3.8" x 9.6".

A black, 2L dry bag made of 
polyester with a PVC backing and 

nylon handle. Features a clear 
front pocket for mobile device. 
Max capacity weight is 5.5 lbs. 

FREE Manatee 
Calendar!

http://savethemanatee.org/adopt


I want to adopt a manatee for the holidays!
Please use the form below to adopt a manatee for yourself or as a gift for someone else. 
Adopting lots of manatees? Make copies of this form or continue on additional sheets of 
paper. Or adopt online at savethemanatee.org/adopt.M

ZN
O

V2
2

YOUR INFORMATION
Name:        

Address:       

        

Phone:        

Email:        
Accept emails from SMC?:   Yes   No

PAYMENT INFORMATION
$  Adoption Dues   Credit Card

$  Extra Donation   Check

$  Grand Total   Certificate

For CHECK payments fill out the information below:

Check #:    Check Date:                       

For CREDIT CARD payments fill out the information below:

Card #:                   

Cardholder:           Expiry:             

Billing Zip Code:         CVV:             

IS THIS MEMBERSHIP A GIFT? 
Please include recipient information below.

Recipient Name:      

 Recipient is a child          years old.

Address:       

        

Gift is for a special occasion:     

Gift message:       
Send renewal notice to:   Me  Recipient 
Send packet and gift to:   Me  Recipient

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION
Manatee Name(s):      
Adoption Level:   $25 Associate  
    $35 Friend  
    $75 Sponsor  
    $100 Guardian      
    $500 Steward
    $20 Educator (discounted level for teachers) 

   # in Class:            Grade:   
Name on Certificate:      
Send the packet:  Yes   No, thank you.
Send the FREE gift:  Yes    No, thank you.
Send 2023 calendar:  Yes   No, thank you. 
Send renewal by:  USPS  Email
Send newsletter by:  USPS  Email

Notes:        

FOR ANOTHER NEW HOLIDAY GIFT 
ADOPTION, fill out the information below.

Recipient Name:             

Address:             

              

Gift message:             

              

 Gift recipient is a child,  years old

 Gift is for a special occasion:          

Manatee Name:             

Membership Level:             
Deliver materials to:  Me   Recipient
Include free gift:  Yes   No
Include calendar:  Yes   No
Send renewal to:  Me   Recipient
Your recipient will receive a copy of the newsletter by mail. Save the 
Manatee Club respects the privacy of our constituents. We do not 
share, sell, or publish our members’ names or addresses.

Return this form with check or money order to: 

533 Versailles Dr. Suite 100, Maitland, FL 32751
1-800-432-JOIN (5646) ∙ www.savethemanatee.org
501(c)(3) registered non-profit ∙ EIN: 59-3131709



HOMOSASSA SPRINGS MANATEES
ARIEL: Just two weeks old when she was 
rescued with her mom, Amanda, Ariel is a 
regular at the manatee education programs.
BETSY: Betsy is very friendly and curious 
and is quick to investigate anything new. 
In 2017 she returned from Ohio’s Cincinnati 
Zoo, where she served as a companion for 
manatees in rehabilitation.

BLUE SPRING MANATEES
ANNIE: Rescued as an orphaned calf and 
released back to the wild in 2008, Annie 
is not shy and is quite popular with park 
visitors.
AQUA: First sighted at Blue Spring in 
December 2011, Aqua has since been a 
regular visitor. She has had four known 
calves.
BRUTUS: One of the largest manatees, 
Brutus weighs in at almost 1,800 pounds 
and has been a regular since 1970.
DEEP DENT: A medium-sized male who 
first arrived at Blue Spring in 1979, Deep 
Dent gets his name from a deep, “dent-like” 
propeller wound on his tail.
DOC: Returning to Blue Spring every winter 
since 1976, Doc is nearly ten feet in length 
and is frequently spotted at the park in the 
summer.
FLASH: A large male manatee first 
identified in 1977, Flash is shy and will take 
off in a “flash” when disturbed.
FLOYD: Born in the summer of 1978, Floyd 
is easily identified by an old injury that left 
him with only half a tail.
GATOR: First identified in 2011, Gator 
got his name when he was spotted on the 
webcam playing with an alligator.
HOWIE: A large male known to winter at the 
park since 1971, Howie once tipped over the 
research canoe – with the researchers in it!
LENNY: Born in 1978, Lenny winters at 
Blue Spring each year. He prefers rest to all 
other activities.

LESLEY: Lesley suffered a boat hit in 2015. 
She needed several surgeries and nearly 
three years in rehabilitation to recover from 
her injuries. She has had two calves. 
LILY: One of the few adult females to 
regularly winter at the park, Lily has 
returned each year since 1974 and is the 
mother of at least 11 calves.
LUCILLE: Born in 1980, Lucille had her 
first calf at an early age and became a 
grandmother in 1992.
MARGARITO: The son of Lily, Margarito 
has returned to Blue Spring every winter. He 
can be identified by his missing left flipper.
MERLIN: Merlin has been wintering at the 
spring since 1970. His nickname is “Tail-End 
Charlie” since he often arrives late each 
year.
MOO SHOO: First identified in 2010, Moo 
Shoo loves to nudge the research canoe 
and is very photogenic. She has had three 
calves.
NICK: His unusual behavior, such as 
traveling north when all the other manatees 
are heading south, has earned him the 
nickname “Crazy Nick.”
PADDY DOYLE: Named after the famous 
“fighting Irishman,” Paddy Doyle is one of 
the feistiest manatees in the Blue Spring 
area.
PHILIP: Born in the summer of 1982, Philip 
is playful and seems to love following the 
research canoe everywhere.
PHYLLIS: Phyllis is believed to have been 
born in 1985. In 1991, she gave birth to 
twins—a rare event for manatees. She is a 
mother of at least 17 calves!
ROCKET: Rescued as a tiny orphan in 
2006, Rocket is small for a male but it only 
makes him that much faster!
UNA: Rescued as an orphan in 2003, Una 
was released and gave birth to several 
calves. She was rescued again in 2017 due 
to fishing line wrapped around both flippers.

WHISKERS: Born to Dana in 1996, 
Whiskers is an exceptionally curious 
manatee and ventured away from his mother 
at a very young age.

SOUTHWEST FLORIDA MANATEES
FLICKER: A female first documented in 
the winter of 1983, Flicker’s name comes 
from her many small propeller scars that 
resemble flickering flames.
JEMP: Rescued in July 1995 after being 
exposed to red tide, Jemp travels in a wide 
range along Florida’s west coast.
VECTOR: A traveling manatee who has 
been tracked as far north as the Suwannee 
River and as far south as the Peace River.

EAST COAST MANATEES
CHESSIE: First sighted in the Chesapeake 
Bay in Maryland in July, 1994, he has been 
known to travel along the southeast coast of 
the U.S.
ILLUSION: Illusion was rescued in 
March 2010 after a boat strike. After being 
released, she is often seen at the FPL Riviera 
Beach power plant and along the coast of 
Southeast Florida.
MILLIE: First identified in 1980, Millie is 
one of the largest manatees ever recorded. 
She is a traveler with a long sighting history 
along Florida’s southeast coast. Millie has 
had several calves.

FLORIDA KEYS MANATEESFLORIDA KEYS MANATEES
ZELDA: The newest adoptee! Zelda was 
first ID’d in 2002 at the Ft. Myers power 
plant and was subsequently seen all around 
southwest Florida. Since 2014 she has been 
regularly spotted in the Keys. She has had 
three known calves. 

ALABAMA MANATEES
BAMA: The first manatee ever captured 
and tagged in Alabama waters. Bama 
migrates from Alabama to Crystal River, 
Florida, each winter.

Meet Our Adoptable Manatees

Save the Manatee® Club is a 501(c)(3) non-profit. Donations are tax-deductible. The value of membership benefits fall within current gift substantiation laws and do not reduce tax deductions. 
Save the Manatee Club does not share, sell, or publish our donors’ names or addresses. A COPY OF OUR OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVI-
SION OF CONSUMER SERVICES OF YOUR STATE BY CALLING TOLL-FREE WITHIN YOUR STATE. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE.  YOU 

MAY ALSO VIEW ORGANIZATIONAL AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION AT WWW.GUIDESTAR.ORG/PROFILE/59-3131709.

Homosassa Springs manatees are the easiest to meet in person because they are permanent residents of the park and can 
be visited at any time of the year. Blue Spring manatees, though wild, are spotted frequently at the spring during the winter 
season and sometimes during the summer. The rest of our adoptees are sighted intermittently and their behavior is more 
unpredictable. They may travel long distances and be recorded at multiple locations around Florida throughout the year.



Holiday Palm Tree Ornament
This year's ceramic holiday ornament 
features an adorable manatee resting 
beneath a lush palm tree that's decorated 
with a bright red bow. These ornaments 
are 3" tall and handmade by Kevin Rowley, 
a local artist and Club friend, exclusively 
for Save the Manatee Club. Only a limited 
number of these ornaments are available 
and they will not be produced again.
Item #91051  Price $13.00

Kobee Manatee Plush
If you are getting a Kobee 
adventure book then you can't 
forget the Kobee plush! Cuddle 
with Kobee while you read. The 
Kobee plush is 12" long and 
filled with a polyster fiber. Purple 
hat and yellow shirt included!   
Item #22420 Price $14.99

Organic Cotton Shopping Tote
Designed and printed exclusively for 
Save the Manatee Club, this navy tote 
bag is perfect for any occasion. This 
sturdy bag is machine washable and 
made of 55% hemp and 45% cotton. It 
measures 13" x 15" x 7" (not including 
the handles).  
Item #90200 Price $25.00

Kobee Manatee Book Collection
Enjoy reading about the travels 
of Kobee Manatee in this award-
winning children's series. Each 
book is beautifully illustrated 
and tells one of Kobee's amazing 
adventures to underwater marvels. 
These books are hardcover and 
recommended for ages 4 to 8. 

 # Title Price Item ID

1 Heading Home to Florida $16.95 1016
2 A Wild Weather Adventure $16.95 10162
3 Shipwreck Sea Friends $16.95 1019

4 Climate Change and The Great 
Blue Hole Hazard $18.00 1022

����
Save the Manatee® Club

Save the Manatee® Club, co-founded by Jimmy Buffett and Bob Graham,
is an award-winning, international nonprofit conservation

organization and the voice for manatees since 1981.© David Schrichte
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Save the Manatee Club Calendar
Save the Manatee Club’s 2023 
calendar features a captivating 
cover photo by photographer 
and Club friend David 
Schrichte. The inside displays 
a beautiful photo for each 
month of the year, a 13th bonus 
image, and a message from 
our Executive Director and 
prominent manatee expert, 
Patrick Rose. It is printed in the 
U.S. using soy-based ink on 
Forest Stewardship Council certified paper from managed 
forests and measures 12" x 24" when open.  
Item #93023 Price $15.00 

Manatee Adoption Gift Certificate
Want to give the gift of a manatee adoption but don't 
know which manatee to pick? Then don't! Get one of our 
manatee adoption gift certificates instead. Certificates are 
available for each membership level. When the certificate 
is redeemed, the member will receive the adoption packet 
with information about their chosen manatee, and they will 
be eligible for whichever membership gift is available for 
that level at the time. Certificates are mailed but can be 
emailed upon request. 
Item #99200 
Price $25, $35, $75, $100, or $500

Manatee Merchandise
Find these items and more at shopsavethemanatee.org.
For questions, please call our toll free number at 1-800-432-5646, 
or email catalog@savethemanatee.org.

Due to worldwide supply shortages and long shipping times, if you plan to pay by check, we strongly 
encourage you to call Save the Manatee Club and place your order first to reserve your items.

HOW TO ORDER: 
 » Order online: Go to shopsavethemanatee.org.
 » Order by phone: Call toll-free 1-800-432-JOIN (5646) in 
the United States and Canada. Our office hours are  Monday 
through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. EST.
 » Order by mail: Send a check or money order to 533 Versailles 
Dr., Ste. 100, Maitland, FL 32751. Call to receive an estimate 
of shipping costs. Orders shipped to a Florida address must 
include payment for a 6.5% sales tax.

Visit shopsavethemanatee.org or call 1-800-432-JOIN (5646) to order today.1414

https://www.shopsavethemanatee.org/holiday-items/holiday-palm-tree-ornament/
https://www.shopsavethemanatee.org/kids-items/kobee-manatee-plush/
https://www.shopsavethemanatee.org/handbags-and-totes/organic-cotton-shopping-tote/
https://www.shopsavethemanatee.org/?p=catalog&mode=search&search_str=ko&search_in=all
https://www.shopsavethemanatee.org/books-cds-and-dvds/kobee-manatee-heading-home-to-florida-hardcover-book/
https://www.shopsavethemanatee.org/books-cds-and-dvds/kobee-manatee-a-wild-weather-adventure-hardcover-book/
https://www.shopsavethemanatee.org/books-cds-and-dvds/kobee-manatee-shipwreck-sea-friends-hardcover-book/
https://www.shopsavethemanatee.org/books-cds-and-dvds/kobee-manatee-climate-change-and-the-great-blue-hole-hazard-hardcover-book/
https://www.shopsavethemanatee.org/books-cds-and-dvds/kobee-manatee-climate-change-and-the-great-blue-hole-hazard-hardcover-book/
https://www.shopsavethemanatee.org/calendars/2023-save-the-manatee-club-calendar/
https://www.shopsavethemanatee.org/manatee-adoption-gift-certificates/adoption-gift-certificate/
http://shopsavethemanatee.org
mailto:catalog%40savethemanatee.org?subject=
http://shopsavethemanatee.org
http://shopsavethemanatee.org


Plush 13" Manatee
With embroidered eyes and 
nose, and made from 100% post-
consumer and recycled materials, 
the super-soft, 13" Eco Pal plush is 
the perfect size to hold and cuddle at any age. 
It is also available in a 20" version for $24.95 (Item# 90084).
Item #90083 Price $14.00

Pink Heart Manatee Tote
This gray tote features an adorable 
manatee holding a pink heart. The 
manatee tote is made of 55% hemp and 
45% cotton and is designed to be eco-
conscious and durable. Its dimensions 
are 14.5" x 14.5" x 7" when expanded. 
Manufactured and printed in the U.S., the 
tote is designed and printed exclusively 
for Save the Manatee Club. 
Item #43672 Price $27.99

SMC Car Decal
Show your support for 
manatees by displaying this 
Save the Manatee decal on 
your car. The decal is light 
gray vinyl, die-cut on transfer 
paper for easy application. 
Because it is die-cut, there is 
no background. It is 10" x 6.75". For best results, it must be 
applied to a clean, flat, non-porous surface. When properly 
applied, the durable vinyl will last for 3+ years in most 
weather conditions. Made in the U.S. 
Item #99023 Price $7.00

Manatee Love Bamboo Tank Top  
A blend of bamboo and organic 
cotton, this tank top is soft, stylish 
and eco-friendly. It features a unique 
manatee and heart design, as well 
as the SMC logo. The breathable 
material is very absorbent and wicks 
away water for a cooling effect. There 
is edge stitching along the neckline, 
armholes, and bottom, and side-seams. 
Available in women's sizes XS to XL. It's 
manufactured in the U.S. and designed 
exclusively for Save the Manatee Club.   
Item #62782 Price $23.99

This is a Sea Cow Book
When an imaginative second-grader 
writes a school report about sea 
cows, the subject is not happy with 
her portrayal. Sea Cow—or Manatee, 
as she prefers to be called—comes 
to life on the pages of the report and 
decides to defend herself against 
unflattering comparisons to set 
the record straight with fascinating 
facts about manatees. This 31-page 
hardcover book is a humorous 
narrative for all ages. Written and 
illustrated by Cassandra Federman.
Item #1128 Price $16.99

Mom and Calf Manatee-Shaped Puzzle 
(1000-piece)
This uniquely shaped puzzle 
is fun for any wildlife fan. The 
mother and calf are filled in 
with views of the ocean, 
vegetation, and animals. 
The finished puzzle 
measures approximately 
27" x 39" and the wonderful 
art is by Dennis Rogers. Produced in the U.S., this 
eco-friendly puzzle is made with soy-based inks on recycled 
board. *Not recommended for children under 3 years.*Not recommended for children under 3 years.
Item #90265 Price $19.95

Sterling Silver Necklace
Made of highly-polished sterling 
silver, this beautiful manatee 
necklace measures nearly 1" across 
by 1" high, and has an open back 
so it's lightweight. The Italian-made 
chain can be adjusted to lengths 
between 16" and 18". A simple and 
fun design at an excellent value!
Item #90352 Price $56.00

SMC Hip Pouch
Show your support for 
SMC while keeping your 
belongings secure. This pack is 
12” x 4” x 2” with an extendable 
strap to accommodate most waist sizes. The manatee is 
reflective and printed on a durable polyester canvas with a 
zippered pouch and additional zippered security pouch on 
the back side. 
Item #32604 Price $16.00

Manatee Baby Booties
These manatee booties are just too 
adorable and perfect for any baby—
from newborn to one year. They 
feature a 3D manatee face and flippers 
on the front and a tail on the back, and 
are made of a cotton and polyester blend.
Item #41517 Price $7.95

Visit shopsavethemanatee.org or call 1-800-432-JOIN (5646) to order today. 15

https://www.shopsavethemanatee.org/plush/plush-gray-13-manatee/
https://www.shopsavethemanatee.org/save-the-manatee-club-exclusive-items/pink-heart-manatee-tote/
https://www.shopsavethemanatee.org/car-accessories/manatee-car-decal-10/
https://www.shopsavethemanatee.org/save-the-manatee-club-exclusive-items/manatee-love-bamboo-tank-top/
https://www.shopsavethemanatee.org/books-cds-and-dvds/this-is-a-sea-cow-book/
https://www.shopsavethemanatee.org/puzzles/mom-and-calf-manatee-shaped-1-000-piece-puzzle/
https://www.shopsavethemanatee.org/puzzles/mom-and-calf-manatee-shaped-1-000-piece-puzzle/
https://www.shopsavethemanatee.org/jewelry/sterling-silver-necklace/
https://www.shopsavethemanatee.org/handbags-and-totes/smc-hip-pouch/
https://www.shopsavethemanatee.org/apparel-and-accessories/manatee-baby-booties/
http://shopsavethemanatee.org
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Watch Manatee Webcams at

ManaTV.org

Get Up Close and Personal !

Donate Today
To read about the highlights of the Club’s impressive accomplishments, go to 

savethemanatee.org/smcinfo. Our work is only possible with your help. Please 
continue your generous support at savethemanatee.org/donate, or call us at 
1-800-432-JOIN (5646) to help us continue our ongoing efforts to protect manatees 

and their aquatic habitat.  Thank you! 

All rescue, rehab, and release activities conducted under USFWS permit #MA770191.
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