
The Voice For Manatees Since 1981
Our mission to protect manatees and their aquatic habitat for future 

generations weighs extra heavy on my heart as I write you today. Although 
my personal journey with imperiled manatees began more than 60 
years ago, I feel the urgency to act more than ever as our entire world 
is threatened by the consequences of climate change and sea level rise 
in addition to all the other specific, human-caused threats to manatees 
and their aquatic ecosystems. While I am very proud of our collective and 
unprecedented successes in overcoming previous challenges that had 
threatened manatees with outright extinction, I am all too aware that there 
is so very much more that must be done and so little time.

I can’t help but feel that there is also value in taking time to reflect on 
the past in order to inform our future—something I was reminded about 
during a recent but lengthy interview I did for a Yale 

By Patrick M. Rose, Executive Director

Tink Tink and Clank enjoy some lettuce. Photo courtesy of Georgia Aquarium.

By Cora Berchem, Director of Multimedia and Manatee Research Associate 

Manatees On The Mend
A Busy Summer For Rehab And Release

Partners with the Manatee Rescue and Rehabilitation Partnership 
(MRP) are having a busy summer with rescues, rehabilitation, and releases 
of manatees all around Florida and beyond.

Orphans Tink Tink and Clank are thriving at the Georgia Aquarium 
where they are currently undergoing the second stage of their rehabilitation 
after they were initially brought to SeaWorld Orlando for critical care. Our 
partners are reporting that as of late July, Tink Tink (who Save the Manatee 
Club staff helped rescue at Blue Spring last December) weighs in at almost 
300 pounds now. Clank, who was rescued on Florida’s east coast, is over 
250 pounds. Both are well on their way to gaining the required weight for 
release back into their natural habitat. continued on page 2
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“The team here at Georgia Aquarium feels 
so grateful to be a part of the MRP! We are 
fortunate to get to care for Tink Tink and Clank 
while we watch them grow into releasable-sized 
manatees,” says Kristin Mathews, Curator of 
Acquisitions & Quarantine, who currently assists 
with the care of the two manatees.

Our partners at the Columbus Zoo in Ohio 
currently care for nine manatees—which is the 
most they have ever taken in—to free up critical 
care space in Florida facilities. Among the nine 
manatees, MaryKate, who our staff helped 
rescue at Blue Spring almost two years ago, is 
continuing to put on weight. As of late July, she  
weighed in at 428.5 pounds, putting her on track 
for reintroduction into the wild.

In June we assisted our partners with the 
release of manatee Paprika near Blue Spring. 
Paprika was rescued near Welaka Spring in 
March for a watercraft injury that made her 
positively buoyant (unable to submerge). She was 
rescued and transported to SeaWorld  for critical 
care where it was also discovered that she was 
extremely pregnant! Paprika underwent several 
procedures to remove the trapped air from her 
lung cavity and to heal her injuries. Since she 
has a sighting history along the St. Johns River, 
including Welaka Spring and Blue Spring, she was 
released near Blue Spring and outfitted with a 
satellite tracking device so researchers from the 
Clearwater Marine Aquarium Research Institute 
(CMARI) can monitor her movements. In mid-July 
we received happy news—staff from CMARI had 
spotted Paprika and she was with a little calf! 
Stories like these illustrate how important it is 

to report injured manatees, because you could 
be saving two manatee lives. We hope Paprika 
visits Blue Spring next winter season with her 
little one!

Another successful release this summer was 
Bellissima. She was rescued on March 9, 2021, 
in the Caloosahatchee River near Fort Myers. 
Since she was found by a hiker near Beautiful 
Island, she was named Bellissima which is Italian 
for “beautiful”. Bellissima was found far away 
from the water’s edge, stranded, emaciated, and 
with open wounds from a watercraft. She was in 
extremely poor shape and rescue staff believed 
she may have been stranded for quite some 
time. With lesions all over her body including 
her flippers, she was in desperate need of care. 

Bellissima was transported to the manatee 
critical care hospital at ZooTampa at Lowry 
Park where she arrived at 12:30 a.m. on March 
10. Once at the facility, she 

Manatees On The Mend

Bellisima is discovered in some shrubs, away 
from the water's edge. Photo courtesy of Florida 

Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission.

MaryKate and other rescued manatees swim 
in the rehabilitation pool at the Columbus Zoo. 
Photo courtesy of Dan Nellis, Columbus Zoo.

Paprika is prepared to be released back out into 
the wild. Photo by Save the Manatee Club.

continued from page 1

continued on page 3
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received wound care, antibiotics, and underwent 
several procedures to deal with her infected flippers 
and watercraft wounds. Due to the dedication of 
her caregivers, Bellissima was able to make a full 
recovery and was ready for release back into the 
wild in early June. 

“I can’t believe this is the same manatee that 
came to us over a year ago,” says Molly Lippincott, 
Curator of Florida and Manatees at ZooTampa. “It 
is amazing to me that they can recover when the 
odds are clearly against them.” Bellissima’s story also 
shows how important citizen sighting reports are 
to successfully rescue manatees. Like the hiker who 
discovered Bellissima, or countless boaters who spot 
sick and injured manatees in the waterways, citizens 
play an integral part in spotting and reporting 
manatees so a rescue can be organized.

Lastly, we also assisted our partners with the 
re-rescue and re-release of manatee Matthew at 
Blue Spring. Matthew had initially been rescued as 
an orphan and upon completing his rehabilitation, 
he was released in Brevard County in 2020. However, 
due to the ongoing Unusual Mortality Event (UME), 
he was found emaciated in September 2021 and was 
brought back into rehabilitation. We assisted with 
his re-release at Blue Spring in January, but in early 
April he was once again showing signs of distress 
and we helped with his third rescue and eventually 
his third release in June. Hopefully the third time is 
the charm—he currently seems to be doing well and 
has been seen in the vicinity of Blue Spring hanging 
out with other manatees.

The MRP works as a cooperative of agencies, 
organizations, and oceanaria to rescue, rehabilitate, 
and release manatees. We want to express our 
heartfelt appreciation and gratitude to all our fellow 
partners who work hard to respond to every call 
of a manatee in need. The Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission (FWC) wildlife alert hotline 
is staffed 24/7 and rescue crews oftentimes work 
around the clock to save manatee lives. We couldn’t 
do this without the public’s help, including mindful 
boaters, who call the hotline to report sick or injured 
manatees and oftentimes spend several hours with 
the manatee until help can arrive. 

If you spot a sick, injured, harassed, orphaned, or 
deceased manatee in Florida, please call the wildlife 
alert hotline at 888-404-FWCC (3922) or VHF Channel 
16 on a marine radio. For reports outside of Florida, 
call the Southeast Marine Mammal Stranding Hotline 
at 877-942-5343 to be directed to your appropriate 
state wildlife agency. 

Manatees On The Mend continued from page 2

Bellisima munches on lettuce as she recovers in the 
care of ZooTampa veterninarians and staff. 

Photo by Save the Manatee Club.

Matthew is prepared for his third release in June 2022. 
Photo by Save the Manatee Club.

In April, a team of rescuers carries Matthew from the 
rescue boat to the transport truck during his third 

rescue. Photo by Save the Manatee Club.



Donate to SMC every time you shop on Amazon. Go to smile.amazon.com, select Save 
the Manatee Club as your preferred charity, and then log in as you normally would. Amazon 

will then donate the equivalent of .5% of your eligible purchases to the Club.

Does the company you work for have a Matching Gifts Program? If they do, your employer may be 
able to match your donations to Save the Manatee Club. 

Have questions? Call us at 1-800-432-5646.
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University podcast. For those of you who can 
find the hour of time to listen, I discuss my life’s 
work over the last 50 years or so and what the 
future of manatees currently looks like. You can 
listen at savethemanatee.org/podcast. 

Speaking of Yale, I had the privilege of working 
with a Yale researcher in the 1970’s to learn more 
about what people knew about manatees and 
we found that more people thought manatees 
were insects than an imperiled marine mammal. 
Clearly the work to enlighten the world regarding 
their plight was going to be a great but imperative 
challenge, since there were only hundreds of 
manatees in all the southeastern U.S. at that time. 
Thankfully, the Marine Mammal Protection Act 
had recently been passed, in 1972, and was quickly 
followed by the Endangered Species Act in 1973. 
With a lot of hard work by many, including U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service researchers, Senator Lori 
Wilson, myself, and others, the Florida Legislature 
adopted the Florida Manatee Sanctuary Act 
in 1978. It laid the foundation for what would 
become one of the most effective endangered 
species recovery programs ever established, 
helping to grow the manatee population from 
several hundred manatees to more than 8,000 
individuals just a few decades later. This task 
would not have been possible, however, without 
Governor Bob Graham’s fateful 1981 meeting 
with Jimmy Buffett backstage at Jimmy’s concert 
where they both agreed to commit to Saving the 
Manatee!

Returning to the harsh reality of today, I 
want you to know that Save the Manatee Club is 
fully engaged with many partners to expediently 
advance manatee and ecosystem research and 
recovery actions at multiple levels simultaneously, 
encompassing funding, advocacy, and litigation 
as necessary to achieve the greatest successes 
possible in the shortest amount of time. But 
the challenge today is monumental and being 
exacerbated by the need to deal with the 
impending consequences of climate change and 
the need to find a safe way to wean manatees off 
their winter dependence of artificially generated, 
warm water sites created by fossil fuel-powered 
power plants. While meeting these challenges is 
beyond the capacity of Save the Manatee Club 
alone, I promise you that with your help we won’t 
rest until implementation plans are developed, 
funding is secured, and the process is started to 
make it all a reality. The electric utility industry 
has saved billions of dollars over decades by using 
ambient waters to cool the steam that turns the 
electric turbines that generate electricity—now 
they have an obligation to find a safe way to 
transition manatees away from their learned 
dependence of these artificial, warm water areas.

Please stay engaged with us while we continue 
to ensure that: 
1. Every sick or injured manatee can be rescued 

together with our Manatee Rescue and 
Rehabilitation Partnership partners. 

2. Water quality is restored within the Indian 
River Lagoon (IRL) and protected elsewhere. 

3. Seagrasses are restored in the IRL and 
manatees have the food they need to thrive.

4. Our critically important natural springs are 
fully protected.

5. We have the plans and funds secured to 
safely wean manatees off their dependence 
of artificial, warm water sites from fossil fuel 
power plants as the very life of our planet 
depends upon it.

Voice For Manatees continued from page 1

http://smile.amazon.com
http://savethemanatee.org/podcast
http://savethemanatee.org/podcast
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In the last issue of the newsletter, we had 
the numbers for the attendance championship. 
Now we have the commentary! First was Lucille, 
as many times before, with 44 visits. In second 
place—and the leading male—was Gator with 40 
visits. Five of the first six adoptees in were female. 
This is expected, but now we have Gator vying 
for first place—a male should not be doing that! 
However, Gator has also made more than a dozen 
appearances during the off season. 

In third was Lily who checked in at 38 roll calls. 
Annie at 33 visits was fourth. Tied for fifth were 
Aqua and Moo Shoo at 29 visits. Rocket in seventh 
place was a surprise. He has been spending a lot 
of time elsewhere during the winter but we saw 
him 26 times. Phyllis, Paddy Doyle, and Howie 
tied for eighth place with 25 appearances each. 
Phyllis is normally up with the leaders. Nick and 
Una tied for eleventh with 22 visits. Philip was all 
alone in thirteenth with 21 visits. Doc and Flash 
tied for fourteenth with 18 roll calls—low for Doc 
but impressive for Flash. Merlin and Whiskers tied 
in sixteenth at 17 visits. Lesley was alone at 15 visits, 
as were Deep Dent with 11, and Floyd at 10 visits. 
They were in eighteenth, nineteenth and twentieth 
place respectively. Lenny and Margarito tied for 
twenty-first place with eight visits each—normal for 
Margarito but low for Lenny. In last place, at twenty-
third, was Brutus (not really a surprise).

Sadly, this is also the time of year where I report 
on our manatee deaths. This year, four Blue Spring 
manatees died. I missed announcing the death of 

Tama, a young female, on March 17. She was rescued 
but died of monofilament line ingestion the same day. 
Rodney was recovered on May 3 in Jacksonville with 
an undetermined cause of death; he was twenty-four 
years old and was a descendant of the Sweetgums 
matriarchy. His mother was Rachel, grandmother 
was Success (an adoptee), and his great grandmother 
was Sweetgums (also an adoptee), all now missing 
or deceased. He is survived by two uncles and two 
nephews. Mars, first ID’d in 2019, was recovered on 

June 23 in Haines Creek due to an unknown 
cause. Lastly, Snorty died near Buckman 
Lock in late July. His cause of death was 
determined to be related to the canal lock. 
Snorty was born to Law in 2002. They are 
part of the Luna matriarchy—Luna was an 
adoptee that died in 1997.

Finally, some summer adoptee sightings! 
Margarito was in on the first of May. Phyllis 
made it in at the end of July. Lily turned up on 
the webcam on August 2. Also, Gator and six 
other males were seen annoying Skiper and 
her yearling in Blue Spring throughout the 
summer. Gator doesn’t seem to go far from 
Blue Spring but he was filmed in the Wekiva 
River with eight other Blue Spring manatees 
on May 2 and was pestering Skiper there, too. 

By Wayne Hartley, Manatee Specialist 

Blue Spring State Park Adoption Update
Blue Spring Stays Active During Summer

Watch theManatee Cam!manatv.org

SMC's Blue Spring webcam captured Gator hanging 
out in the spring on August 2. His distinctive and 

bright scars make him easy to ID. Photo by Save the 
Manatee Club.

Skiper and her yearling dropped by Blue Spring in July. 
Photo by Save the Manatee Club.

http://manatv.org


Did you know that you can help fundraise for manatees? SMC has a free tool where you can create 
your own fundraising webpage to share with your family and friends. Visit justgiving.com/

savethemanateeclubinc to see how! To all who selflessly dedicate your birthdays, weddings, or 
anniversaries to raise funds; or dedicate marathons and cross-country adventures; or have a campaign 

“just because,” we, and the manatees you help save, are grateful for your support.66

The summer months are always a bit slower 
for adoptee sighting updates as manatees 
disperse from their warm water winter homes 
to traverse Florida’s waterways. Our partners 
did not have any updated sightings for Jemp, 
Flicker, Elsie, Ginger, or Vector on the west coast 
or Illusion on the east coast. Unfortunately, 
Chessie lost all his tracking gear, so researchers 
are currently unsure about his whereabouts but 
hoping he will show up at a warm water site this 
coming winter.

Millie seems to like spending her summer in 
the Silver River where she has been observed 
feeding and traveling by our fellow researchers 
from the Clearwater Marine Aquarium Research 
Institute and the public. Millie is an extremely 
large manatee, who is oftentimes filmed or 
photographed by people exclaiming how big 
she is!

Our newest adoptee, Zelda, has also been 
seen numerous times by members of the public 
in Summerland Key and Big Pine Key (part of 
the Florida Keys) over the summer with her new 
little calf alongside her. Zelda was first spotted 
in 2002 in southwest Florida but she has been 
recorded mainly in the Florida Keys since 2014. 
She likes to hang out in the canals that provide 
more protection than the open waterways. 

We want to remind everyone that if you 
encounter a manatee in the wild, especially 
mom and calf pairs, please give them space and 
observe from a distance. Do not give manatees 
food or water as it can make them lose their 
natural fear of humans and put them in harm’s 
way. And if you do spot a wild manatee, tell us 
about it! Complete the manatee sighting form at 
savethemanatee.org/sightings.

By Cora Berchem, Director of Multimedia and Manatee Research Associate 

Coastal Adoption Update
Welcoming Zelda To The Adopt-A-Manatee® Program!

New adoptee Zelda was spotted by a citizen in 
Summerland Key on July 9. 

Photo courtesy of Preston Guile.

Zelda's calf was sighted with her.
 Photo courtesy of Preston Guile.

http://justgiving.com/savethemanateeclubinc
http://justgiving.com/savethemanateeclubinc
http://savethemanatee.org/manatee-sighting-form


You can learn about manatees and have fun while you do! 
Watch videos, find cool facts, get educational resources, and find out where you can see manatees in person. 

For all of this, and so much more, go to savethemanatee.org/coolstuff.
77

Several Groups Of Manatees Spotted Outside Florida
By Dr. Ruth Carmichael, Director, DISL/MSN, & Elizabeth Hieb, Research Technician, DISL/MSN

Last seen in Alabama in September 2021, 
Save the Manatee Club adoptee Bama made her 
return to the northern Gulf of Mexico this June, 
marking the 12th year since 2009 that she has been 
documented in Alabama waters. Thanks to citizen 
scientists who reported their manatee sighting 
and shared video with Dauphin Island Sea Lab’s 
Manatee Sighting Network (DISL/MSN), Bama was 
documented with three other manatees in late 
June feeding on submerged aquatic vegetation in 
Dog River, Alabama. This shy girl nearly avoided 
being caught on camera, but DISL/MSN researchers 
were able to identify her based on her distinct 
scar pattern. Bama is just one of several familiar 
manatees who have made appearances in Alabama 
so far this summer. At least 10 other manatees 
previously identified in the northern Gulf of Mexico 
have been documented in the region again during 
2022, including some well-known animals with 
sighting histories from Crystal River, Florida and 
Tampa Bay, Florida. Many of these manatees have 

been spotted in large groups of 20 or more animals 
displaying active socializing and cavorting behavior 
consistent with mating herds. At least one calf has 
also been documented in the northern Gulf this 
year, illustrating that manatees engage in important 
life history events such as mating and raising 
calves in these northern parts of their range. While 
summer is flying by, we look forward to keeping 
up with more manatee sightings and hope to have 
another update on Bama in the next issue!

Alabama/DISL Adoption Update

A large group of manatees (an aggregation), each  
one indicated by a red arrow, was spotted in Dog 
River on June 11. Photo courtesy of Rick Howell.

A screen grab from a brief video submitted by an 
anonymous citizen captured proof of Bama! Her 

distinctive scar on her left lower back is circled in the 
image. Below is Bama's scar chart and a previous 
photo taken by Patricia Wilbur for comparison.
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By Kate Spratt, Park Services Specialist, HSWSP             

Homosassa Welcomes Another Rehab Manatee

Ahh, the heat of summer is upon us. While 
staff and visitors stay hydrated to beat the heat 
and humidity, our manatee friends are enjoying 
the cool water of the Homosassa spring. Betsy 
and Heinz have enjoyed swimming around the 
Underwater Observatory much to the delight of 
visitors. Our staff and volunteer divers work on 
the observatory windows several days a week 
and Betsy sees this as a perfect opportunity to 
“enrich” their lives with a friendly nudge. Ariel 
promptly cleaned up aquatic vegetation and 
algae when she ventured into the paddocks. 
Heinz has continued to become a stronger 
swimmer and is frequently viewed exercising 
from end to end of the spring and spring run.

Recently our team received another 
manatee to our facility, Shantay (pronounced 
Shawn-tay). She was rescued due to excessive 
abnormal buoyancy and was under the care of 
professionals at SeaWorld Orlando. Her care 
team recommended that she spend time in 

a habitat where she could be monitored for 
positive progress, thus her transfer to our facility. 
Ariel kept Shantay company in the paddocks 
during an acclimation period before venturing 
out into the spring. Ariel, Betsy, and Heinz have 
been very welcoming to their new spring mate!

Our team is working hard to return to our 
regularly scheduled manatee programs this 
fall. Our beautiful state park is well known for 
the opportunity to see manatees year-round, 
facilitated by our resident ambassador manatees. 
An exceptional local project is happening just 
outside of the park’s boundaries…restoration of 
the Homosassa River! Much like the successful 
seagrass planting in nearby Kings Bay, the 
Homosassa River has been under restoration to 
reintroduce beneficial aquatic vegetation. Once 
it takes hold, it will not only provide more food 
for manatees but will create homes for multiple 
species of fish and invertebrates. We hope to 
see you in the park soon!

Ellie Schiller Homosassa Springs Wildlife State Park Adoption Update

Betsy stares curiously at visitors through the windows of the Underwater Observatory. 
Photo courtesy of Kate Spratt, HSWSP.



Have you ever thought about becoming a Club volunteer? Or joining our Manatee Sighting Network? Or 
contacting decision makers? To find out more about all the ways you can help, go to savethemanatee.org/

moreways. Thank you so much! You make a big difference in the lives of manatees!

Please notify us with your new address! It will save us about $1.00 in extra postage. In the U.S. call us toll 
free at 1-800-432-5646, email us at membership@savethemanatee.org, or mail a change of address 

card to us. Also, please notify us if your email address changes.
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Save the Manatee Club is asking Floridians to 
become fertilizer-free for manatees. Now in its 
second year, the campaign’s message builds on 
statewide and local efforts to curtail the overuse 
of residential fertilizer that can run off of yards and 
into our waterways and groundwater. Although 
most of us have heard or seen these messages in 
our communities, we are taking it a step further by 
making the connection that our lifestyles directly 
impact manatee health and we are asking participants 
to pledge to be “Fertilizer-Free for Manatees.”

Most of Florida’s waterbodies are considered 
“impaired” due to excessive nutrients like nitrogen 
and phosphorus and, oftentimes, residential fertilizer 
runoff is a major contributor. Other major sources 
include agricultural fertilizer runoff, inadequately 
treated sewage from septic systems or wastewater 
treatment plants, and runoff from paved and 
developed areas, known as “stormwater runoff.” 

Together, these excess nutrients are a major 
driver of the harmful algal blooms that have led to a 
catastrophic number of manatee deaths in the Indian 
River Lagoon and other areas of Florida. So, while 
it may seem like a small step to forgo fertilizing in 
our gardens this summer, all our individual actions 
have a cumulative effect on the overall health of our 
waterways. In fact, this applies to anyone: whether 

you live in Florida or France, everyone lives within a 
watershed of some kind.

Many local governments have passed regulations 
that prohibit fertilizing during the rainy season 
(typically June 1-Sept. 30 in the U.S. Southeast), 
so it is important to know what’s allowed in your 
area. And while these months are critical, there are 
ways to decrease or eliminate the need for fertilizer 
year-round. Some small steps include having your 
soil tested before deciding to fertilize, choosing 
only slow-release nitrogen fertilizers, and avoiding 
fertilizers that contain phosphorus since Florida soils 
typically have plenty of phosphorus already. Removing 
turf lawn and replacing it with low-maintenance 
landscape areas that rely on native plants or types 
of plants that need no fertilizer is another great way 
to reduce fertilizer use (and give yourself a break 
from lawncare!).

Keep an eye out for our campaign billboards and 
print ads and be sure to visit fertilizerfree.org to 
take the pledge to be Fertilizer-Free for Manatees. 
There, you can learn about other initiatives to help 
Floridians protect our waterways and find links to 
understand your local ordinances. Florida residents 
can also request a yard sign to let neighbors know 
that they are taking steps to protect manatees by 
reducing nutrient pollution.

SMC Launches Fertilizer-Free Campaign
By Kim Dinkins, Senior Conservation Associate

http://savethemanatee.org/moreways
http://savethemanatee.org/moreways
mailto:membership%40savethemanatee.org?subject=Change%20of%20Address
http://fertilizerfree.org


Readers interested in having access to the technical scientific literature, along with the popular 
literature on manatees and their relatives, can find a comprehensive, annotated bibliography and 
index to all such publications at sirendom.org/biblio.  This site encompasses over 500 years 

of published information on sirenians, with more than 6,500 separate references.

youtube.com/adoptamanatee  facebook.com/savethemanateeclub

twitter.com/savethemanatee       instagram.com/savethemanateeclub
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The Indian River Lagoon (IRL) is a 156-mile-
long body of water located on Florida's east coast, 
situated between Florida’s mainland and multiple 
barrier islands that span along the coast. As one 
of the most biodiverse estuaries in the United 
States, the Indian River Lagoon is home to over 
4,000 species of plants and animals, including 
the Florida manatee. Historically, manatees were 
drawn to the Indian River Lagoon to feed on the 
seagrasses that grew plentifully there, as well as 
to wait out the colder winter temperatures by 
gathering in warm water refuges. Unfortunately, 
the Indian River Lagoon has lost over 58% of its 
seagrass coverage since 2009 due to algal blooms 
and it is on track to continue losing the seagrass 
that remains. 

In the effort to help restore seagrasses and 
improve water quality in the Lagoon, we continue 
to strengthen our partnership efforts around 
the IRL and are supporting several projects and 
organizations that are working to restore and 
protect it. This summer, we officially partnered 
with the Florida Oceanographic Society (FOS), 
one of the leading organizations performing 
seagrass restoration and monitoring within the IRL. 
Through FOS’ Citizen Science Seagrass Network 
(CSSN), volunteer citizen scientists are trained to 
assess the condition of seagrass at multiple sites 
throughout the Lagoon via monthly monitoring. 
As seagrasses are sensitive to changes in their 
environment, they act as important indicators of 
lagoon health and collecting this data can show 

important trends in seagrass 
growth and declines over 
time. To help support this 
critically important work, 
Save the Manatee Club has 
provided FOS with a grant to 
expand their CSSN to include 
10 new monitoring sites. The 
data being collected will be 
invaluable to understanding 
the current health of the 
Lagoon and what more needs 
to be done to protect and 
restore this critically important 
ecosystem, and we would like 
to specifically thank the Hale 
Family Foundation, along with 
all our supporters who help 
support seagrass restoration 
efforts, for providing us the 
vital means to support this 
project.

Partnering With FOS On Seagrass Monitoring
By Tiare Fridrich, Manatee Biologist

A seagrass planting grid in the Indian River Lagoon.
Photo courtesy of Florida Oceanographic Society.

http://sirendom.org/biblio
https://www.youtube.com/user/adoptamanatee
http://facebook.com/savethemanateeclub
http://twitter.com/savethemanatee
https://www.instagram.com/savethemanateeclub/


A will is a powerful way to plan for the future and protect the people and causes (like supporting manatees!) 
that you care about. We’ve partnered with FreeWill to provide a free, online will-writing tool for Club 

supporters. Get started on your will at freewill.com/savethemanatee. Many supporters also choose to 
create taxwise gifts from their IRA or appreciated stocks. If you’re 70.5 years young, give from your IRA today 

or transfer appreciated assets and give a gift of stock at freewill.com/stocks/savethemanatee. 

 Sign up to receive our Action Alerts, eNewsletter, and deals from our store at savethemanatee.org/signup.
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Florida is a wonderfully diverse state—some 
have lived here their whole lives, but many, including 
myself, relocate from all over the world. I grew up in 
the Pacific Northwest and moved to Florida with my 
family in 2010. Prior to finding our home in Greater 
Orlando, we stayed in a rental property off the Banana 
River for a summer. I grew up spending most of my 
summers at the beach, so it was wonderful living right 
on the waterfront again and seeing wildlife every day.

One day, my family and I were surprised to find 
a manatee in shallow water right by the dock of our 
rental home. We didn’t know what was wrong, but we 
were familiar with whales, so our first impression was 
that the manatee was beached and that she needed 
help. We did our best to look up information, but 
during our panic the manatee simply swam off. We 
were alarmed, but she showed no signs of injury or 
illness that are typical of a stranding, so we thought 
maybe she just stopped by to take a nap and left 
when we disturbed her.

Several years after I moved to Florida and after 

joining the Save the Manatee Club, I learned something 
interesting about manatees—that mating herds 
can be tiring for female manatees and, sometimes, 
they will navigate to shallow waters to take a break. 
I immediately remembered that manatee in the 
Banana River and felt relieved that nothing was likely 
wrong after all.

It can be hard to see the impacts of spreading 
awareness, but after living in Florida for over 10 years 
there are so many facts, I wish I had known earlier 
so I could be a better steward for wildlife, especially 
manatees. Through presentations, webinars, festival 
booths, or just through conversation, you could share 
the piece of information that prepares someone 
to save a manatee’s life. Or, at the very least, the 
information that helps someone to stay calm if they 
spot a manatee in shallow water.

You can join our efforts to spread awareness—
grab a volunteer application at savethemanatee.org/
volunteer or check out our educational webinars at 
savethemanatee.org/webinars.

Staff Story: Learn The Facts, Avoid The Panic
By Alex Jays, Director of Web Development and Office Logistics

The Jays Family 
captured this 
image of one 
of the first 
manatees they 
ever saw, located 
in the Indian 
River Lagoon.
Photo courtesy of 
Alex Jays.

http://freewill.com/savethemanatee
https://www.freewill.com/stocks/savethemanatee
http://savethemanatee.org/signup
http://savethemanatee.org/volunteer
http://savethemanatee.org/volunteer
http://savethemanatee.org/webinars
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Protect 
Manatees:

Take a
break from 

fertilizer

Save OurSave Our
SeagrassSeagrass

You can request a copy of this PSA for your company, website, or local newsletters. 
Email your request to media@savethemanatee.org.  Standard and custom sizes are available. 

Sign up now for the 19th Annual Save the Manatee 5K!
Registration for the 19th Annual Save the Manatee 5K is open! The race 
is completely virtual this year. Sign up now at savethemanatee5k.com. Join 
thousands of manatee fans from around the world in this virtual event that can 
be completed anywhere, anytime, with any activity. Racers receive a packet, 
which includes a manatee t-shirt, medal, and race bib. All proceeds from the 
event support Save the Manatee Club.

Man versus Manatee ― "Oyster Bed"

Rachel "Jo" Arnow 
began illustrating Man 
versus Manatee in 2012. 
She had no intention 
of starting a webcomic 
when she jotted down 
a sketch of a manatee 
munching on a diver's 
hand, but that episode, 
titled "Man versus 
Manatee," soon became 
the start of an entire 
series that continues 
to this day. Read more 
about Rachel's story, and 
find more episodes, at 
manvsmanatee.com.
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The Take-A-Break Activity Corner
How to Draw a Manatee 

Congratulations,
you're a manatee artist! Art by Amy Wieck & Cheyenne Canon

Step 1: 
Lightly draw four ovals: a large 
center one for the body, one on 
each end for the head and tail, 
and one coming off the bottom, 
nearer the head, for the flipper. 
They do not need to perfect as 
you will either erase parts or 
draw over them.

Step 4: 
Bring the drawing to life by 
including extra details like a 
notch in the tail, back algae, 
and whiskers. Lastly, add some 
shading below the manatee 
to represent the shadow a 
manatee creates by blocking 
the sunlight from above.

Step 3: 
Add some contouring lines to 
give the drawing definition. Add 
a line on the tail, where the tail 
bone is, and a second flipper 
hidden behind the first. Draw 
some gentle wrinkles on the 
snout and under the chin, and 
add an eye and nostril. Don't 
forget to draw 3-4 fingernails at 
the end of the flipper.

Step 2: 
Darken the lines you plan to 
keep and erase the ones you 
do not. Smooth out the areas 
where the ovals meet. 
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SMC Car Decal
Show your support for 
manatees by displaying this 
Save the Manatee decal on 
your car. The decal is white 
vinyl, die cut on transfer 
paper for easy application. 
Because it is die cut, there is 
no background. It is 10" wide and 6.75" tall. For best results, 
must be applied to a clean, flat, non-porous surface. When 
properly applied, the durable vinyl will last for 3+ years in 
most weather conditions. Made in the U.S. 

Item #99023 Price $7.00

Plush 13" Manatee
With embroidered eyes and 
nose, and made from 100% 
post-consumer and recycled 
materials, our new super-
soft, 13" Eco Pal plush is the 
perfect size to hold and cuddle at any age. 

Item #90083 Price $14.00

Manatee Tinkler Wind Chime
This beautiful handmade wind chime is made 
from only metal and glass. The manatee is 
6" across and the three strips of art glass 
are 3" long. The glass colors will vary in 
shades of blue. 

Item #91103 Price $37.50 Manatee Love Bamboo Tank Top  
A blend of bamboo and organic cotton, 
this tank top is soft, stylish and eco-
friendly. It features a unique manatee 
and heart design, as well as the SMC 
logo. The breathable material is very 
absorbent and wicks away water for a 
cooling effect. There is edge stitching 
on the neckline, armholes, and bottom, 
and is side-seamed. Available in sizes 
XS to XL. It's manufactured in the U.S. 
and designed exclusively for Save the 
Manatee Club.   

Item #62782 Price $23.99

����
Save the Manatee® Club

Save the Manatee® Club, co-founded by Jimmy Buffett and Bob Graham,
is an award-winning, international nonprofit conservation

organization and the voice for manatees since 1981.© David Schrichte
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Save the Manatee Club Calendar
Save the Manatee Club’s 
2023 calendar features a 
captivating cover photo by 
photographer and Club friend 
David Schrichte. The inside 
displays a beautiful photo for 
each month of the year, a 13th 
bonus image, and a message 
from our Executive Director 
and prominent manatee expert, 
Patrick Rose. It is printed in 
the U.S. using soy-based ink on 
Forest Stewardship Council certified paper from managed 
forests and measures 12" x 24" when open.  

Item #92023 Price $15.00 

Manatee of the Sea Book
With vibrant illustrations, and a great 
message, Manatee of the Sea teaches 
about these gentle giants and their 
peaceful nature. This short poem 
portrays an array of sea creatures, 
discussing how they interact with 
others. Generously donated to Save 
the Manatee Club by author Jennifer 
Leonard, this 11-page paperback will 
make a cute gift for any child!

Item #36557 Price $10.00   

Manatee Merchandise
Find these items and more at shopsavethemanatee.org.
For questions, please call our toll free number at 1-800-432-5646, 
or email catalog@savethemanatee.org.

Due to worldwide supply shortages and long shipping times, if you plan to pay by check, we strongly 
encourage you to call Save the Manatee Club and place your order first to reserve your items.

HOW TO ORDER: 
 »Order online: Go to shopsavethemanatee.org.
 »Order by phone: Call toll-free 1-800-432-JOIN (5646) 
in the United States and Canada. For international 
orders, call 407-539-0990. Our office hours are 
 Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. EST.
 »Order by mail: Send a check or money order to 533 
Versailles Dr., Ste. 100, Maitland, FL 32751. 
Call to receive an estimate of shipping costs. Orders 
shipped to a Florida address must include payment for 
a 6.5% sales tax.

Visit shopsavethemanatee.org or call 1-800-432-JOIN (5646) to order today.14
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Kobee Manatee: Climate 
Change and the Great Blue 
Hole Hazard Book
This book is the fourth release in 
the award-winning Kobee Manatee 
Children's Educational Picture Book 
series! Follow Kobee, as he and his 
friends journey from the Cayman 
Islands to Belize where they learn 
about the Great Blue Hole, climate 
change, and plastic pollution. Filled 
with 30 beautifully illustrated pages and Kobee's Fun Facts, 
this hardcover book is a must read for anyone who wants to 
take a captivating trip that can be enjoyed again and again.

Item #1022 Price $18.00   

Marvelous Manatee 
Coloring Book
Now you can sit back, relax, and color 
manatees to your heart's content. This 
coloring book contains over 30 pages of 
enchanting illustrations, line drawings, 
and manatee patterns. Single-sided pages 
prevent markers from bleeding through 
onto the next illustration. Color with 
pencils, crayons, or markers, and then frame and display your 
8.5" x 11" artwork. Illustrated by Connie Roy. 

Item #56210 Price $11.95

Mollee Manatee Visits the 
Reindeer People Book
Mollee is a charming and precocious 
manatee who lives in an ideal world—
until she is chosen to be an ambassador 
for her species. With the help of a 
magic sea-bean, Mollee is transformed 
from a sea creature to a land animal, 
and her journey to find out about 
other species and cultures begins. This 
colorful paperback has been kindly 
donated to us by author and manatee advocate Lynda 
Green. It is 35 pages and perfect for ages 8-12.

Item #1017 Price $10.00   

The Florida Manatee: Biology 
and Conservation (2nd Edition)
We are thrilled to carry this wonderfully 
informative book written and signed by 
Roger L. Reep and Robert K. Bonde, 
two scientists who have been at the 
forefront of manatee research for over 
three decades. A captivating read that 
appeals not only to individuals of the 
scientific mindset, but to anyone who is 
intrigued by this majestic mammal. The 
book is paperback and a conveniently-
sized 9" x 6". It contains 300 pages 
of information and photos that discuss manatees, their 
environment, migration, and much more. 

Item #10202 Price $32.00

Pink Heart Manatee Tote
This gray tote features an adorable 
manatee holding a pink heart. The 
manatee tote is made of 55% hemp and 
45% cotton and is designed to be eco-
conscious and durable. Its dimensions 
are 14.5" x 14.5" x 7" when expanded. 
Manufactured and printed in the 
U.S., the tote is designed and printed 
exclusively for Save the Manatee Club. 

Item #43672 Price $27.99

Manatee Note Flags
These note flags are a great way to show 
your love for manatees while studying, 
at the office, or as a bookmark while 
reading. Packs are sold individually, with 
each pack holding 60 note flags. There 
are 8 different note flag photos in each 
pack, with each pack measuring 1" x 1.75".

Item #90183 Price $2.00

Manatee Wreath Ornament
Made by a local artist and Save the Manatee 
Club friend, Kevin Rowley, this ornament 
features an adorable manatee sporting a cute 
red bow and posing in front of a green wreath. 
Our 2021 holiday ornament is a limited design 
and will not be made again. Available while 
supplies last. Don't miss out on your chance to 
own another Save the Manatee Club exclusive.

Item #91050 Price $17.50 $12.50

Organic Cotton Leggings
An eco-triblend of recycled polyester, 
cotton, and spandex, these leggings 
are comfortable, stylish, and 
environmentally friendly. They feature 
a unique manatee design and the Club 
logo which are printed with silicone 
ink. The fabric is 46% recy cled PET 
polyester, 34% combed ring spun 
organic cotton, 12% rayon, and 8% 
spandex. Available in sizes from XS to 2XL. Made in the 
U.S. and designed exclusively for Save the Manatee Club. 

Item #62783 Price $45.00

Visit shopsavethemanatee.org or call 1-800-432-JOIN (5646) to order today. 15
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Watch Manatee Webcams at

ManaTV.org

Get Up Close and Personal !

Donate Today
To read about the highlights of the Club’s impressive accomplishments, go to 

savethemanatee.org/smcinfo. Our work is only possible with your help. Please 
continue your generous support at savethemanatee.org/donate, or call us at 
1-800-432-JOIN (5646) to help us continue our ongoing efforts to protect manatees 

and their aquatic habitat.  Thank you! 

All rescue, rehab, and release activities conducted under USFWS permit #MA770191
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