
Legal Challenges, Financial Assistance
Today, as I write to you my dear manatee friends, I continue to 

struggle with the urge to say “we told you so” to those responsible 
for protecting manatees and their critical habitat from the devastating 
consequences of uncontrolled human waste pollution. As I endeavor 
to update you on the latest progress being made, I am reminded of 
another adage: "better late than never." While true, it gives me little 
comfort considering the devastating consequences of neglect that 
were allowed to go unchecked for decades.

By Patrick M. Rose, Executive Director

Manatee Yago was rescued in February at the Cape Canaveral power plant, 
located along the IRL. He was emaciated and listing (on his side) so they 

captured and transported him to SeaWorld for rehabilitation. Fortunately, he 
was able to be released at Blue Spring State Park in May. 

Photos courtesy of Terri Calleson, FWS.

By Cora Berchem, Director of  Multimedia and Manatee Research Associate 

Manatees On The Mend

Georgia Aquarium Welcomes TinkTink 
And Clank; Panini Goes Home

The first part of this year has been busy with manatee rescues, 
releases, and transfers. Our partners along Florida's east coast 
have rescued many emaciated manatees that were brought in for 
rehabilitation. At the same time, the manatees ready to be returned 
to the wild were released at sites with sufficient vegetation nearby. 
Usually, manatees are released close to where they were rescued; 
however, the ongoing unusual mortality event along the Atlantic coast 
of Florida calls for some alternative release sites. Some manatees—
like Plantaina and Matthew, who were rescued along the Atlantic 
coast as small calves—were released at Blue Spring as the habitat 
in the St. Johns River is much better.

continued on page 2
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Still, much progress has been made since 
I last wrote you in March and I am pleased 
to share that at our urging, along with many 
others, a wide range of urgently needed 
manatee and manatee habitat-specific efforts 
were funded in the amount of $30 million by 
the Florida Legislature and as of this writing 
should be approved by Florida’s Governor. 
As important as this news is, it is only a 
small part of what will be required to undo 
years of neglect and we must continue our 
fight to ensure that the Indian River Lagoon 
(IRL) ecosystem can be fully restored and 
returned to a productive, seagrass-based 
aquatic ecosystem. Toward that end, after 
weeks of failed negotiations, we and other 
environmental partners have recently filed 
suit against the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency to compel them to formally consult 
with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) 
and the National Marine Fisheries Service to 
set higher water quality and enforcement 
standards that will finally make the recovery 
of the aquatic ecosystem possible. In a related 
matter, you may remember that we also 
filed suit against the FWS who had failed to 
properly update the status of the manatees’ 
Critical Habitat within the IRL. I am pleased 
to say that we are optimistic that the FWS, 
who had already agreed that such an update 
was necessary, will undertake those actions 
in the near future.

While we are greatly appreciative of the 
progress being made, we are soberly reminded 
that manatees along the east coast of Florida 
are still struggling to find enough food to 
survive, let alone thrive. Although this past 

winters’ supplemental feeding program was at 
least partially successful and did save manatee’s 
lives, it can and must be improved to be even 
more effective this coming winter. Save the 
Manatee Club pledged support for increasing 
those efforts last winter and continues to 
pledge support in preparation for next winter 
for even greater effectiveness. In the meantime, 
with your continuing selfless support, we are 
partnering with dozens of other organizations 
to prioritize our emergency manatee rescue 
program and are greatly expanding our efforts 
to participate in a series of restoration projects 
to incrementally improve the IRL’s water quality 
and seagrass restoration. Toward this end, I am 
particularly elated to report that we recently 
received a $1 million endowment from the 
Hale Family Foundation that will help ensure 
that Save the Manatee Club can aggressively 
advocate for long-term manatee and habitat 
restoration efforts for many years to come.

Ultimately, I believe that the only true 
comprehensive solution to restoring the IRL 
and the critically important seagrasses will 
depend on Congress elevating the status of 
the IRL to a major national priority, like the 
Everglades and Chesapeake Bay restoration 
efforts. To do so will require congressional 
action to mandate that the IRL National 
Estuary Program be designated as a major 
program priority and appropriate the $5-$6 
billion in funding that has been estimated as 
necessary to fix this failed system once and 
for all. Save the Manatee Club is committed 
to joining with many other partners to ensure 
that this becomes a reality.

Legal Challenges

Seagrass fragments are 
attached to a piece of burlap 

which will  be planted in 
the IRL as part of Florida 

Oceanographic Society's 
FOSTER program. 

Sign up to volunteer at 
floridaocean.org/volunteer. 
Photo by Save the Manatee 

Club.

continued from page 1
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Does the company you work for have a Matching Gifts Program? If they do, your employer may be able to 
match your donations to Save the Manatee Club. 

Have questions? Call us at 1-800-432-5646. 3

With more manatees in need of rescue and 
rehabilitation, new facilities are joining the 
Manatee Rescue and Rehabilitation Partnership 
(MRP). Aquarium Encounters in the Florida Keys 
joined this winter, taking in rescued manatees 
Heavy Falcon and Lilpeep to free up critical 
care space at SeaWorld Orlando. The Georgia 
Aquarium joined the MRP in March, taking in 
manatee calves Clank and TinkTink. Clank was 
rescued in December of 2021 near the Cape 
Canaveral power plant after his mother was 
found deceased. Orphaned calf TinkTink was 
rescued at Blue Spring. Both manatees are 
approximately 200 pounds now and need to 
grow to 600 pounds before they can be released.

Along with our partners from the Florida 
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 
(FWC), SeaWorld, and Volusia County, we 
assisted with the rescue of manatee Tama at 
Blue Spring in mid-March. Our research team 
found Tama unresponsive in the spring run on 
March 17, and a rescue was swiftly organized. 
Unfortunately, Tama passed away upon arrival 
at the rehabilitation facility from ingestion 
of monofilament fishing line. This is a good 

reminder to always discard fishing line and 
other trash properly so it does not end up in 
our waterways.

On a happier note, we assisted with the 
release of manatee Panini on April 7, in North 
Palm Beach. We had participated in Panini’s 
rescue in Titusville last August when she was 
found emaciated and floating high in the water 
at the Titusville Marina. Luckily, a concerned 
citizen called FWC, and Panini could be rescued 
and brought to SeaWorld for rehabilitation. 
Photo identification matched her to a known 
manatee in Riviera Beach, so once she had 
recovered, the decision was made to release 
her in South Florida where the habitat is better 
than near her rescue location. On the day of her 
release, Panini weighed a hefty 1,800 pounds! 
She was outfitted with a satellite tracking 
device which will help researchers from the 
U.S. Geological Survey Sirenia Project monitor 
her movements and study how she uses habitat 
along the Atlantic. This is extremely important 
as it provides useful data to understand how 
manatees are currently using habitat in this area 
and where they are finding food.

Panini being prepped for release near North Palm 
Beach in April. Photo by Save the Manatee Club.

Orphan calf TinkTink enjoys a meal of lettuce at 
SeaWorld. Photo by Save the Manatee Club.

Manatees On The Mend continued from page 1
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In the last update, I recorded manatee arrivals to Blue Spring. 
Now, I shall record departures. There were 25 manatees in on one 
day in April, but I have put the last day of the 2021-22 manatee 
season as March 29. Brutus did not show after January 5 and probably 
will not count as staying the season. Flash is another who does not 
appear at the spring much anymore, but he did well this season 
and was last seen on January 18. Deep Dent left us on February 3. 
The next to go was Floyd on February 9. Neither of those two were 
seen very often. Annie and Aqua departed the same day as Floyd. 
They were around a lot! Rocket was gone on the tenth. Paddy Doyle 
and Margarito (after his normal few visits) left on February 11. On 
the fourteenth we saw the last of Nick. The last roll call for Moo 
Shoo with calf, Gator, Lily, and Whiskers was February 15. After the 
sixteenth, we did not see Howie, Lesley (who is pregnant), or Merlin. 
Lenny and Una were in for the final time on March 14. Lenny, as an 
old regular, was a disappointment; the only one in less than Lenny 
was Brutus. Lucille, the most often seen adoptee of the season, 
went out on the fifteenth. Doc and Philip said goodbye on March 
16. The concluding adoptee for the season was Phyllis on March 22.

There was also bad news regarding some Blue Spring manatees. 
A dead manatee named Chumly was recovered on April 4, near 
Leesburg. Chumly was a Blue Spring regular since 2011. His cause 
of death was concluded to be entrapment in a flood gate or canal 
lock. Two Blue Spring numbered manatees—Yago and Tirma—were 
identified on the East Coast. Yago was rescued, but Tirma was found 
deceased. Both had looked very poor. They'd only appeared at Blue 
Spring for one season so I refer to them as numbered rather than 
as Blue Spring manatees.

By Wayne Hartley, Manatee Specialist 

Blue Spring State Park Adoption Update
The End-Of-Season Count Is In

Aqua (top) and Lucille 
(bottom) rest in the water 
of Blue Spring. Photos 
by Cora Berchem, SMC.

Lily was spotted in the St. Johns River near Lake 
Monroe in April by an observant citizen. 

Photo courtesy of LB Ham.

Manatee
# of 

Sightings
Annie 33
Aqua 29

Brutus 4
Deep Dent 11
Doc 18
Flash 18
Floyd 10
Gator 40
Howie 25
Lenny 8
Lesley 15
Lily 38
Lucille 44
Margarito 8
Merlin 17
Moo Shoo 29
Nick 22
Paddy Doyle 25
Philip 21
Phyllis 25
Rocket 26
Una 22
Whiskers 17

Blue Spring Adoptee 
Sightings for the 2021-

2022 Winter Season

This chart lists the 
number of days that a 
Blue Spring adoptee 

was counted at morning 
roll call during the 

winter season. 



 Sign up to receive our Action Alerts, eNewsletter, and deals from our store at savethemanatee.org/signup.
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This past winter season started with a warm 
December and a cold January and February, but 
then it abruptly warmed and most manatees 
dispersed from the warm water sites. Our 
partners did not spot Elsie, Ginger, Vector, or 
Jemp this winter season but Flicker was seen at 
the TECO Big Bend Power Plant on January 15 
and 31 and February 10. Other adoptees could 
have been with her, but the darker water at these 
sites make it a lot harder to detect manatees 
than is the case for those who winter at places 
like Blue Spring.

Illusion was seen at the Riviera Beach power 
plant in January. As mentioned in the last update, 
researchers re-tagged Chessie with his satellite 
tracking gear in late January, but unfortunately, 
he once again lost all his gear in early April. 
The gear is designed to come off should it get 
entangled in something. Chessie was headed 
north at the time, so chances are that he will 
once again make a trip up north for the summer 
months. 

After showing up at Blue Spring in late 
November and at Port Everglades in January, 
Millie surprised everyone when she was sighted 
by researchers from Clearwater Marine Aquarium 
Research Institute (CMARI) in the Silver River in 
March! This means Millie traveled over 800 miles 
between November and March. Although she 
is not outfitted with a GPS tracker, she is easily 
recognizable by a white hourglass-looking scar 
on her head and her split tail (from a previous 
boat injury). Researchers believe she swam all 
the way up the St. Johns River to Jacksonville 
and turned South to swim along the Atlantic 
coast to Port Everglades only to make the same 
return trip a few weeks later (see map below). 
Millie is a very large female, so she may be able 
to better withstand colder water temperatures 
than smaller manatees.

By Cora Berchem, Director of  Multimedia and Manatee Research Associate 

Tampa Bay and East Coast Adoption Update
Millie Astounds Everyone Once Again!

Millie spotted traveling in the Silver River.
Photo courtesy of Nicole Bartlett, CMARI.

http://savethemanatee.org/signup


Please notify us with your new address! It will save us about $1.00 in extra postage. In the U.S. call us 
toll free at 1-800-432-5646, email us at membership@savethemanatee.org, or mail a change of 

address card to us. Also, please notify us if your email address changes.
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By now, most members are aware of 
the tragic manatee unusual mortality event 
(UME) occurring on the east coast of Florida 
and that the Indian River Lagoon (IRL) is 
ground zero for this catastrophe. You have 
been anxious to help in any way that you can 
and have specifically asked for opportunities 
to assist with replanting seagrass. This is a 
tricky proposition, since in many areas the 
water quality and soil won’t support seagrass. 
Replanting in those areas at this time may 
be a fruitless effort—like trying to bake a 
cake in an unplugged oven. But a network 
of organizations is working together to find 
answers and implement solutions. 

Even before the current UME began, 
groups in the IRL were researching seagrass 
loss and planning projects to restore the 
lagoon. These projects, along with $8 million 
allocated by the Florida legislature last year 
for manatee habitat, additional funding 
specifically for IRL restoration, and local 
programs like Brevard County’s half-cent 
sales tax, have the makings of a recipe for 
success. But it will take over $5 billion to 
repair the lagoon, so this will be a decades-
long process. Most projects planned so far 
are aimed at reducing excess nitrogen and 
phosphorus before they get into the lagoon, 

but others are focused on improving water 
quality directly in the lagoon, so that seagrass 
can be planted in areas where it is likely to 
reestablish. 

These restoration projects apply the 
concept of “living shorelines,” which use 
plants, oyster reefs, and other organic 
features to improve water quality and reduce 
erosion. Interestingly, one oyster can filter 
50 gallons of water per day! This sets the 
stage for regrowing seagrass. Groups such as 
the Brevard Zoo, the Florida Oceanographic 
Society, the Marine Resources Council, and 
others are actively growing and planting 
mangroves, installing oyster and clam beds, 
and planting seagrass mats as part of an 
ongoing process to restore the lagoon. 

Our conservation staff has been actively 
meeting with organizations that are working in 
the IRL and are encouraged by the dedication 
and passion of these scientists and field staff. 
We look forward to assisting with the physical 
restoration projects, providing funds where 
needed, and helping facilitate important 
coordination efforts. If you live near the 
Indian River Lagoon and want to be involved 
in fieldwork-related volunteer activities, we 
invite you to visit savethemanatee.org/
volunteer or restoreourshores.org. 

Grassroots Restoration Projects In The IRL
By Kim Dinkins, Senior Conservation Associate

Volunteers from Brevard Zoo's Restore Our Shores program disperse clams in the IRL. 
Photo by Save the Manatee Club.

mailto:membership%40savethemanatee.org?subject=Change%20of%20Address
http://savethemanatee.org/volunteer
http://savethemanatee.org/volunteer
http://www.restoreourshores.org
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Writing about the manatee-saving activities 
our supporters help us to accomplish is a truly 
heartwarming endeavor. With so many divisive 
topics at the forefront of social conversation, it 
feels like an appropriate time to highlight the 
intricate network of people and organizations 
working together for a common good. Your 
help, and the help of our worldwide network of 
manatee protectors and supporters, enables Save 
the Manatee Club to proudly serve as a nexus 
for good for all things manatee, striving toward 
our shared goal of ensuring the survival of the 
species and well-being of individual manatee lives.

Our extensive projects could not 
happen without the tireless efforts 
of so many, both on the frontlines 
and behind the scenes. A few 
examples of our more recent 
and current collaborations 
include:
• Partnering with citizen 

action groups and 
partner coalitions, such 
as Free the Ocklawaha 
River Coalition-energized 
(FORCe) and No Roads to 
Ruin (NRTR), working to 
advocate for sustainability 
along Florida’s waterways 
through media outreach and 
education.

• Facilitating and providing funding for aerial 
surveys and habitat monitoring throughout 
the state and sharing the results with partners.

• Advocating for clean waterways in areas of 
concern, monitoring development and seagrass 
growth and loss, and providing invaluable 
research and financial aid for studies in the 
Indian River Lagoon (IRL), such as the IRL 
Report Card.

• Providing funding for rescue, rehabilitation, 
and research throughout the world, such as 
securing critical and long-term care supplies to 
members of the MRP, including: Dauphin Island 
Sea Lab (DISL) in Alabama; Homosassa Springs 
Wildlife State Park and ZooTampa at Lowry 
Park, both in Florida; Wildtracks, in Sarteneja, 
Belize; the International Foundation for Nature 

and Sustainability in Quintana Roo, Mexico; 
the African Marine Mammal Conservation 
Organization in Dizangue, Cameroon; and 
many others.

• Spreading manatee awareness and engagement 
through partnerships of our Adopt-A-Manatee® 
program with DISL and Friends of Manatee 
Lagoon.

• Partnering with legal advocates, most recently 
addressing the issues with water quality in 
the IRL as well as in other areas of concern.

• Leading projects and partnerships for our 
Manatee Webcams program, providing 

people the ability to see and 
appreciate manatees in their 

natural habitat, as well as 
provide critical health and 

research data at Blue Spring 
and Homosassa Springs 
state parks.
• Sitting on and working 
with various Advisory 
Boards throughout the 

state.

With the many challenges 
affecting the world of 

manatees, as well as in the 
world at large, our dedicated staff 

members continue to be in awe of the 
care and kindness bestowed upon us that 
strengthens our abilities. Like every family, 
especially one comprised of such a diverse and 
passionate group of people, we sometimes 
have our disagreements. We overcome these 
differences by embracing them and striving 
toward common ground for our common 
goal—to make the most ecologically sound 
decisions for the benefit of manatees, the 
seagrass and other aquatic vegetation they 
rely on for food, and the habitat they call 
home. These collaborative efforts are further 
fortified by the individual actions of each of 
our supporters, partners, staff, and volunteers. 
We are honored by your continued support 
and friendship and look forward to sharing our 
progress as we continue to work as your voice 
for manatees today and for future generations.

Building Partnerships For Manatees
By Tonya Higgins, Director of  Development and Operations



Have you ever thought about becoming a Club volunteer? Or joining our Manatee Sighting Network? Or 
contacting decision makers? To find out more about all the ways you can help, go to savethemanatee.

org/moreways. Thank you so much! You make a big difference in the lives of manatees!88

By Kate Spratt, Park Services Specialist, Homosassa Springs Wildlife State Park             

Resident Manatees Enjoy Company Of Lu The Hippo

Homosassa Springs Wildlife State Park 
(HSWSP) provided warm water refuge to 
many manatees during the cold months. On 
the coldest of days, fifty or more manatees 
would be resting in the main spring, visible 
to visitors from above, and below the 
water’s surface via the famous Underwater 
Observatory. Visitors near and far enjoyed 
gazing upon the manatees online from Save 
the Manatee Club’s webcams.

With the closure of the seasonal gates 
on the Long River Bridge, resident manatees 
Ariel, Betsy, and Heinz have returned to 
their summer “grazing grounds” in the state 
park’s spring and spring run. The girls have 
started a new daily activity of resting outside 
of Lu the hippo’s exhibit. While they cannot 

get to him, it appears that they can see Lu. 
Betsy seems to be the most intrigued by the 
aquatic neighbor on the other side of the 
barrier and spends longer in that area than 
the others. Ariel is usually the first to show 
up for feedings and of course Heinz is not too 
far behind her.

Are you making summer travel plans for 
your family? Consider visiting one of Florida’s 
state parks! Of course, we are partial to 
encouraging you to visit our beautiful state 
park, where manatees can be viewed year-
round. Wild manatees can possibly be 
viewed at other springs state parks, such as 
Blue Spring, Manatee Springs, and Fanning 
Springs. We hope you include us in your 
summer memory-making! 

Ellie Schiller Homosassa Springs Wildlife State Park Adoption Update

Ariel and Betsy wait impatiently for one of their daily meals. Photo courtesy of Kate Spratt, HSWSP.

http://savethemanatee.org/moreways
http://savethemanatee.org/moreways


Readers interested in having access to the technical scientific literature, along with the popular literature 
on manatees and their relatives, can find a comprehensive, annotated bibliography and index to all such 
publications at sirendom.org/biblio.  This site encompasses over 500 years of published information 

on sirenians, with more than 6,500 separate references. 99

In January of this year, two government 
agencies in Nigeria worked together for the first 
time to successfully rescue and release an illegally 
captured West African manatee. 

West African manatees (Trichechus senegalensis) 
are a species of manatee found in coastal and 
freshwater habitats from Senegal to Angola on the 
western coast of Africa. Not much is known about 
this species due to lack of funding for research 
and turbid waters in the areas in which they live. 
Despite manatees being protected from harm 
by the governments in West African countries, 
these laws are rarely enforced, and manatees 
are often hunted for their meat. West African 
manatees are especially threatened by illegal 
poaching. Animals are often captured and kept 
alive until a buyer is found for the meat, which 
was the case for the female manatee that was 

rescued in Lagos, Nigeria, from a small earthen 
pond. The manatee was poached and held on 
the hunter’s property for three weeks. 

The National Environmental Standards and 
Regulations Enforcement Agency and the Nigerian 
Police Force, along with the non-profit WildAid 
and manatee researchers from the Nigerian 
Institute for Oceanography and Marine Research 
(NIOMR), conducted the rescue of the female 
manatee as a part of a successful undercover 
sting operation. Following the manatee’s illegal 
capture, the two agencies worked for weeks to 
locate the animal and arrest the poacher. Once 
she was located, the groups worked swiftly to 
pump the water out of the pond where she was 
being held and transport her to Lekki Lagoon, 
a well-known and robust manatee habitat. As 
there are no manatee rehabilitation centers in 
the area, scientists agreed that the manatee’s 
best chance for survival would be to release her 
back into the wild. 

This manatee’s rescue was the first conducted 
in many years by the Nigerian government and the 
first of its kind in partnership with another agency. 

Nigeria has historically had 
many difficulties with enforcing 
wildlife poaching laws, and 
this rescue was a monumental 
effort. The Nigerian manatee 
researchers are hoping to use 
the momentum from this rescue 
to further raise awareness for 
manatee conservation and 
further educate agencies on 
manatee issues. 

Successful Rescue Of Illegally Captured Manatee In Nigeria
By Tiare Fridrich, Manatee Biologist

Top: The pond where the rescued manatee was being kept by the poacher.
Bottom: The manatee, covered in pond scum, is prepared for transport.
Photos courtesy of Dr. Dunsin Bolaji, NIOMR.

Range of the 
West African 

manatee extends 
from Senegal in 

northwest Africa, 
south to Angola. ©IUCN Red List

http://sirendom.org/biblio


Donate to SMC every time you shop on Amazon. Go to smile.amazon.com, select Save 
the Manatee Club as your preferred charity, and then log in as you normally would. Amazon 

will then donate the equivalent of .5% of your eligible purchases to the Club.

youtube.com/adoptamanatee  facebook.com/savethemanateeclub

twitter.com/savethemanatee       instagram.com/savethemanateeclub

1010

After another winter of heartbreaking 
news for manatees on Florida’s east coast, it’s 
no surprise that seagrass is on our minds. But 
as the weather warms, migratory manatees 
are on the move, and it is important to 
remember that collisions with watercraft 
remain a major, year-round cause of manatee 
injury and death.

Manatees’ summer migratory routes 
will lead them to share rivers, canals, bays, 
estuaries, and other waterways with boaters 
across Florida and the Southeast, and as far 
as eastern Texas and Massachusetts. They 
are generally found in shallow waters where 
aquatic vegetation is present, but also use 
deep water channels while traveling. However, 
they will still travel near the surface of the 
water as they must come up to breathe every 
few minutes. Whether you are a Floridian 
accustomed to sharing the water with 
manatees or a resident of more northern 
states where manatees are not typically 
present, it is always helpful to become 
familiar with manatee safe boating tips. 
These include:
• Becoming familiar with and obeying 

posted speed zone signs;
• Wearing polarized sunglasses to reduce 

glare and to see below the water’s 
surface; and

• Learning and looking out for telltale 
signs of manatees in the area, notably 
a swirl or flat spot on the water that is 
created by the motion of the manatee’s 
tail when it dives or swims. A manatee’s 
snout, back, tail, or flipper may break 
the surface of the water.

Many tips apply not just to motorboat 
operators, but also to those on jet skis or 
paddle crafts as well. Remember to keep 
away from posted manatee sanctuaries, to 
always remain a safe distance away if you 
encounter a manatee, and to never pursue 
or harass a manatee.

If you spot a sick, injured, deceased, or 
orphaned manatee, or a manatee that is being 
harassed, you should immediately report it 
to the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission (FWC) by calling 1-888-404-
FWCC (3922). If the sighting is outside of 
Florida, please contact a local wildlife agency 
or the NOAA Fisheries Marine Mammal 
Stranding Hotline at 1-877-942-5343. Learn 
more manatee-safe boating tips and request 
free boater resources at savethemanatee. 
org/boatertips.

Safety Tips For Boaters: "Go Slow, Manatees Below!" 
By Meghan Cohorst, Director of  Communications and Outreach

A manatee with healed over propeller wounds, spotted 
in Crystal River. Photo courtesy of David Schrichte.

©David Schrichte
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Helen Digges-Spivey
It is with a heavy heart we must inform you that Helen Digges-

Spivey passed away on April 20, 2022 at the age of 93. 
Helen served as the Save the Manatee Club board co-chair for 

many years. Born and raised in Florida, Helen dedicated her life 
to community service as a Crystal River City Councilwoman, 

Florida state House Representative, and environmental 
activist. 

She was known as '"The Manatee Lady" by many, and the name 
was well earned. Helen played an instrumental role in raising 
funds for the acquisition of Three Sisters Springs in 2010 so it 

could be protected as a manatee sanctuary. 
She devoted her life to protecting manatees and Florida's 

natural environment, and Florida is all the better for it. To 
read more about Helen's amazing life and work, please visit 

savethemanatee.org/manatee-lady.

A will is a powerful way to plan for the future and protect the people and causes (like protecting manatees!) 
that you care about. We’ve partnered with FreeWill to provide a free, online will-writing tool for Club 

supporters. Get started on your will at freewill.com/savethemanatee. Many supporters also choose to 
create taxwise gifts from their IRA or appreciated stocks. If you’re 70.5 years young, give from your IRA today 

or transfer appreciated assets and give a gift of stock at freewill.com/stocks/savethemanatee. 
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Growing Evidence Manatees Are Wintering Outside Florida
By Dr. Ruth Carmichael, Director, DISL/MSN, & Elizabeth Hieb, Research Technician, DISL/MSN

The Dauphin Island Sea Lab’s Manatee 
Sighting Network (DISL/MSN) kicked off the 
spring with a much-anticipated return to 
in-person outreach events! We hosted an 
educational booth at the Mobile Boat Show in 
downtown Mobile, Alabama, gave presentations 
to local high school, undergraduate, and 
graduate students, and hosted an introductory 
training event for new volunteers. These 
activities serve DISL/MSN’s mission to increase 
awareness for manatees in the northern Gulf 
of Mexico and encourage reporting of manatee 
sightings to inform research and conservation. 
So far in 2022, manatee sightings have been 
documented during January, February, and 
March in the Florida Panhandle, Alabama, 
and Texas. These sightings suggest that some 
manatees migrated northward earlier than 
is typical or may have overwintered in states 
outside of Florida. Much more research is 

needed to understand the timing of manatee 
migrations and potential for year-round 
occupancy in the northern Gulf of Mexico 
outside of Florida, and DISL/MSN is leading 
a new research project with collaborators 
in Mississippi and Florida to help gather the 
needed data. We will share more about this 
research in coming months. 

In the meantime, we are excited to see our 
manatee sighting season get underway! We 
will be on the lookout for familiar manatees 
who regularly visit local waters, including Save 
the Manatee Club adoptee Bama who was last 
spotted in Alabama during September 2021. 
This would mark the twelfth year that Bama 
has been seen in Alabama since she was first 
documented in local waters in 2009. We are 
sure to have many more sighting updates to 
report in the next issue!

Alabama/DISL Adoption Update

http://savethemanatee.org/manatee-lady
http://freewill.com/savethemanatee
https://www.freewill.com/stocks/savethemanatee
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Reel In &
Recycle
your used 
fishing line

Photo ©Save the Manatee Club

Keep Me
Tangle-
Free!

You can request a copy of this PSA for your company, 
website, or local newsletters. 

Email your request to media@savethemanatee.org.  
Standard and custom sizes are available. 

Sign up now for the 19th Annual 
Save the Manatee 5K!

Registration for the 19th Annual Save 
the Manatee 5K is open! The race is 
completely virtual this year. Sign up 
now at savethemanatee5k.com. Join 
thousands of manatee fans from around 
the world in this virtual event that can 
be completed anywhere, anytime, with 
any activity. Racers receive a 
packet, which includes a mana-
tee t-shirt, medal, and race bib. 
All proceeds from the event sup-
port Save the Manatee Club.

Man versus Manatee ― "Pearls"

Rachel "Jo" Arnow began illustrating Man versus Manatee in 2012. She had no intention of starting 
a webcomic when she jotted down a sketch of a manatee munching on a diver's hand, but that 
episode, titled "Man versus Manatee," soon became the start of an entire series that continues to 
this day. Read more about Rachel's story, and find more episodes, at manvsmanatee.com.1212

Save the Manatee Club’s 2023 manatee wall calendar is 
now available for pre-order! Inside, the calendar features a 
beautiful manatee photo for each month of the year along 
with educational facts about manatees. There are also 
bonus photos of our Adopt-A-Manatee® Program adoptees 
and a message from our Executive Director and prominent 
manatee expert, Patrick Rose. The calendar measures 12” x 
24” when open and is a welcome addition to any manatee 
enthusiast’s home or office. All photos are graciously 
donated by their photographers, and proceeds from calendar 
purchases go toward ongoing manatee conservation work. 
Visit shopsavethemanatee.org to order.

Through July 15, get 50% off and pay only $7.50 each, 
plus shipping. From July 16 through August 31, save 20% 
and pay $12.00 each. Beginning September 1, the calendar will be listed at its full price of $15.00. 

2023 SMC Manatee Calendar Available For Pre-Order!
����
Save the Manatee® Club

Save the Manatee® Club, co-founded by Jimmy Buffett and Bob Graham,
is an award-winning, international nonprofit conservation

organization and the voice for manatees since 1981.© David Schrichte

savethemanatee.
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mailto:media%40savethemanatee.org?subject=Request%20for%20PSA
http://savethemanatee5k.com
http://manvsmanatee.com
https://www.shopsavethemanatee.org/calendars/2023-save-the-manatee-club-calendar/


Answers at the bottom of page 14 and 15.

The Take-A-Break Activity Corner
Manatee Word Scramble

Instructions: Rearrange the scrambled letters to form a manatee-related word or phrase. Each 
letter in the scrambled word is only used once in the corresponding finished word. You'll find 

that many of the answers appear somewhere else in the newsletter!

RIESVL PIGSSNR

AEOPTDE

ATPAM AYB

PRFISPEL

RPLEORPEL

PDYDA LYODE

VEAS HTE NTMAEEA

RCYTLAS VERRI

TS ONJHS IRRVE

IAHBINTOITERLA

IBTGOAN AEFSYT

ENEAMTA EWBMSAC

IIWLFLED IPAGCNOH

LORL LACL

RIOGAGE UIUQAMAR

AETENMA ACREKTR

YSOERT EFER

.

1313



Manatee Postcard —
Vertical
This postcard features a beautiful image 
by well-known wildlife photographer 
Gregory Sweeney. It measures 5" x 7". 
Perfect for keeping in touch with friends 
and family in a more tangible way!

Item #91365 Price $1.00

Marvelous Manatee Coloring 
Book
Now you can sit back, relax, and color 
manatees to your heart's content. This 
coloring book contains over 30 pages of 
enchanting illustrations, line drawings, 
and manatee patterns. Single-sided 
pages prevent markers from bleeding 
through onto the next illustration. Color 
with pencils, crayons, or markers, and 
then frame and display your 8.5" x 11" 
artwork. Illustrated by Connie Roy. 

Item #56210 Price $11.95

Manatee Note Flags
These note flags are a great way to show 
your love for manatees while studying, at 
the office, or as a bookmark while reading. 
Packs are sold individually, with each 
pack holding 60 note flags. There are 8 
different note flag photos in each pack, 
with each pack measuring 1" x 1.75".

Item #90183 Price $2.00

Plush 20" Manatee
With embroidered eyes and nose, and 
made from 100% post-consumer and 
recycled materials, our super-soft, 
20" Eco Pal plush is the perfect 
size to hold and cuddle for 
manatee enthusiasts of all ages. 

Item #90084 Price $24.95

Organic Cotton Leggings
An eco-triblend of recycled polyester, 
cotton, and spandex, these leggings 
are comfortable, stylish, and 
environmentally friendly. They feature 
a unique manatee design and the Club 
logo which are printed with silicone 
ink. The fabric is 46% recy cled PET 
polyester, 34% combed ring spun 
organic cotton, 12% rayon, and 8% 
spandex. Available in sizes from XS to 2XL. Made in the U.S. 
and designed exclusively for Save the Manatee Club. 

Item #62783 Price $45.00

Meet the Manatees of Blue 
Spring DVD
Enjoy this DVD featuring a short 
educational video about manatees 
followed by above and underwater 
footage of manatees at Blue Spring 
State Park in Orange City, Florida. 
Watch mothers and calves and groups 
of manatees frolicking in the clear 
waters of the spring with background 
music by Steven Gruskin. All footage is recorded by Save 
the Manatee Club as part of the manatee research at Blue 
Spring. Runtime is 71 minutes.

Item #1101 Price $5.95

Manatee Merchandise
Find these items and more at shopsavethemanatee.org.
For questions, please call our toll free number at 1-800-432-5646, 
or email catalog@savethemanatee.org.

Due to worldwide supply shortages and long shipping times we strongly encourage you to call Save 
the Manatee Club and place your order first to reserve your items if you plan to pay by check.

HOW TO ORDER: 
 »Order online: Go to shopsavethemanatee.org.
 »Order by phone: Call toll-free 1-800-432-JOIN (5646) 
in the United States and Canada. For international 
orders, call 407-539-0990. Our office hours are 
 Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. EST.
 »Order by mail: Send a check or money order to 533 
Versailles Dr., Ste. 100, Maitland, FL 32751. 
Call to receive an estimate of shipping costs. Orders 
shipped to a Florida address must include payment for 
a 6.5% sales tax.

Visit shopsavethemanatee.org or call 1-800-432-JOIN (5646) to order today.
Answers: Silver Springs, Adoptee, Tampa Bay, Flippers, Propeller, Paddy Doyle, Save the Manatee, Crystal River, St. Johns River,    Rehabilitation, Boating Safety, Manatee Webcams, Wildlife Poaching, Roll Call, Georgia Aquarium, Manatee Tracker, Oyster Reef
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https://www.shopsavethemanatee.org/home-and-office/postcard-vertical/
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Kobee Manatee: Heading 
Home to Florida Book
Kobee Manatee takes a 
rare summertime trip from 
Florida all the way up to 
Cape Cod, Massachusetts. 
But he needs to get home 
before the winter cold sets 
in. Travel with Kobee and 
his friends as they make the 
1,200-mile journey south to 
Florida. This debut title in the Kobee Manatee Children's 
Educational Picture Book series is beautifully illustrated 
and a must-read for parents, grandparents, children, 
teachers, and librarians who want a captivating adventure 
that can be enjoyed again and again. Recommended for a 
reading audience between 4 and 8 years old.

Item #1016 Price $16.95   

SMC Lanyard
Are you always losing things? 
Keep your ID card, flash drive, 
keys, or other important items on your 
person and never misplace them again. The 
lanyard measures 29” long and .75” wide. Show 
your support for manatees everywhere you go! 

Item #90503 Price $4.95

Matted Manatee Print 12" x 16"
Decorate your walls with these 
beautiful manatee prints. They were 
generously donated by renowned 
artist and manatee enthusiast Daniel 
Butterworth, so the entire amount of 
your purchase goes toward helping 
manatees. There are two different 
prints to choose from with your 
choice of black or white matting. 
There is a 1.5" border around each 
print so the image is 10.5" x 14.5". 
Each print is sold separately.Each print is sold separately.

Item #3024 Price $20.00 Mother and Calf

Monotone Manatee

SMC Car Decal
Show your support for 
manatees by displaying this 
manatee decal on your car. 
The design is white and 
printed on clear kiss-cut vinyl 
for easy application. It is made 
of a durable vinyl that will last 
for years. Measures approximately 6" x 4" and is made in the 
U.S. For best results, must be applied to a clean, flat, non-
porous surface. 

Item #99022 Price $6.25

Manatee Puzzle 
Enjoy hours of fun working on 
this 550-piece jigsaw puzzle 
printed with a beautiful manatee 
image by marine wildlife artist 
William Bock. The finished size 
is 18" x 24". *Not recommended 
for children under 3 years.

Item #99018 Price $17.95

Kobee Manatee: Shipwreck Sea 
Friends Book
The third release in the award-
winning Kobee Manatee 
Children's Educational Picture 
Book series follows Kobee 
and his friends as they travel 
to Puerto Rico on a quest to 
explore the SS Antonio Lopez 
shipwreck. Each page includes 
in-depth, scientific details titled “Kobee’s Fun Facts.” This 
hardcover book has 32 beautifully illustrated and colorful 
pages. Recommended for ages 4 through 8.

Item #1019 Price $16.95   

Manatee Wreath Ornament
Made by a local artist and Save the Manatee 
Club friend, Kevin Rowley, this ornament 
features an adorable manatee sporting a 
cute red bow and posing in front of a green 
wreath. Our 2021 holiday ornament is a 
limited design and will not be made again. 
Available while supplies last. Don't miss out 
on your chance to own another Save the 
Manatee Club exclusive.

Item #91050 Price $17.50 $12.50

This is a Sea Cow Book
When an imaginative second-grader 
writes a school report about sea cows, 
the subject is not happy with her 
portrayal. Sea Cow—or Manatee, as 
she prefers to be called—comes to life 
on the pages of the report and decides 
to defend herself against unflattering 
comparisons to set the record straight 
with fascinating facts about manatees. 
This 31-page hardcover book is a 
humorous narrative for all ages. Written 
and illustrated by Cassandra Federman.

Item #1128 Price $16.99

Visit shopsavethemanatee.org or call 1-800-432-JOIN (5646) to order today.
Answers: Silver Springs, Adoptee, Tampa Bay, Flippers, Propeller, Paddy Doyle, Save the Manatee, Crystal River, St. Johns River,    Rehabilitation, Boating Safety, Manatee Webcams, Wildlife Poaching, Roll Call, Georgia Aquarium, Manatee Tracker, Oyster Reef
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Watch Manatee Webcams at

ManaTV.org

Get Up Close and Personal !

Donate Today
To read about the highlights of the Club’s impressive accomplishments, go to 

savethemanatee.org/smcinfo. Our work is only possible with your help. Please 
continue your generous support at savethemanatee.org/donate, or call us at 
1-800-432-JOIN (5646) to help us continue our ongoing efforts to protect manatees 

and their aquatic habitat.  Thank you! 

All rescue, rehab, and release activities conducted under USFWS permit #MA770191.

http://savethemanatee.org
https://www.savethemanatee.org/about/staff/
mailto:media%40savethemanatee.org?subject=PSA%20request
http://savethemanatee.org/smcinfo
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