
Grateful, Angry–But Hopeful
At this writing I am both grateful for the prolific and heartwarming 

support we are receiving from our supporters and our numerous 
partners—especially those within the Manatee Rescue and 
Rehabilitation Partnership (MRP)—yet I am also deeply angry that 
so many manatees have had to suffer such tragedy due to the 
mismanagement of our Indian River Lagoon (IRL) aquatic ecosystem. 
The IRL is an estuary located along a 156-mile stretch of the East Coast 
of Florida and is part of the officially designated “Critical Habitat” for 
manatees under the Endangered Species Act (ESA). During the last 
decade, the IRL has suffered a loss of more than 90% of its available 
seagrass due to a series of harmful algal blooms which were caused 
by unmitigated pollution from human waste and fertilizers. We want 
to assure you that we are working every day, in every way we know, 
with every resource at our disposal to help these defenseless marine 
mammals survive in this difficult world.

Despite the severity of the situation, I will not accept that any 
manatee that can be saved is not saved solely because of a lack of 
financial means to do so. With your support we have provided life-
saving finances to feed and care for manatees during this crisis and 
continue to pledge any additional amounts necessary to expand the 
efforts being undertaken by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) in 
partnership with the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 
(FWC). We are also championing efforts to perform additional aerial 
surveys of critical manatee habitat, coordinating efforts to mitigate 
overpollution of our waterways and remediate submerged vegetation 
(seagrass) regrowth, pressing for increased state and federal funding 
and other legislative actions, while demanding accountability by all 
those charged with upholding our laws. 

By Patrick M. Rose, Executive Director

An aerial drone image of the FPL Cape Canaveral power plant during 
the winter season where manatees congregate because of the warm water 

discharge. Photo courtesy of Jamison Smith, Blue World Research Institute.

Project partnership with:
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With that understanding, I also want 
to confide in you that some critically 
important manatee-saving priorities 
cannot be accomplished because the legal 
requirements of the ESA and the Clean 
Water Act are not being administered as 
required by law. Just as when Save the 
Manatee Club (SMC) and other manatee 
coalition partners had to take to the 
Federal Court in the early 2000s (and won 
unprecedented federal and state protections 
for manatees), we must once again pursue 
legal action to compel the FWS and the 
Environmental Protection Agency to protect 
the manatees’ critical habitat, including 
seagrasses and warm water refuges. Please 
know that pursuing these legal challenges is 
not something that we undertake frivolously, 
but only as a last resort while we continue to 
employ every other means within our power.

The extent of the problems within the IRL 
that have caused so many manatees to die 
of starvation are so severe that it requires 
a prolific, multiagency emergency response 
to ensure the waters of the IRL are cleaned 
up before our seagrass ecosystems are lost 
forever. Still, drawing inspiration from the 
benefits of our past accomplishments—such 
as protecting critical habitats for manatees 
in and around Blue Spring State Park where 
more than 700 manatees and their food 

sources are now protected including long-
time SMC adoptees (pictured above)—gives 
me hope for the future of manatee and 
aquatic ecosystem conservation.

Please help ensure that these critically-
needed, life-saving changes are undertaken by 
writing to President Biden, Florida Governor 
DeSantis, and U.S. Senators Scott and Rubio to 
insist that they stand up for manatees and the 
seagrass communities so critically important to 
the imperiled manatees’ immediate and long-
term survival. You can view a draft letter and 
submit your comments to Governor DeSantis 
HERE, or to President Biden and Senators Scott 
and Rubio HERE. 

Hope For Manatees

Rescued, emaciated manatees reside in a shallow pool at 
SeaWorld where they can put on weight and easily surface 
until their balance and strength improve, before they are 

moved to a larger pool and eventually released. 
Photo by Save the Manatee Club.

Contact your elected officials:
President Joseph R. Biden Jr.
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. N.W.

Washington, DC 20500
Phone: (202) 456-1111

whitehouse.gov/contact
Office of Governor Ron DeSantis (R-FL)

400 S. Monroe St.
Tallahassee, FL 32399
Phone: (850) 717-9337

GovernorRon.Desantis@eog.
myflorida.com

U.S. Senator Marco Rubio (R-FL)
402 S. Monroe St. Ste. 2105E

Tallahassee, FL 32399
Phone: (850) 599-9100

rubio.senate.gov/public/contact
U.S. Senator Rick Scott (R-FL)

111 N. Adams St. Ste. 208
Tallahassee FL 32301
Phone: (850) 942-8415

rickscott.senate.gov/contact

Our oldest adoptees (who are all approaching 
60 years of age) returned to Blue Spring for 

another winter season, following their decades 
old migration patterns. Photos by Save the 

Manatee Club.

Merlin

Brutus

Howie

Paddy Doyle

Lily

continued from page 1

https://secure3.convio.net/smc/site/Advocacy?cmd=display&page=UserAction&id=182
https://secure3.convio.net/smc/site/Advocacy?cmd=display&page=UserAction&id=183
http://whitehouse.gov/contact
mailto:GovernorRon.Desantis%40eog.myflorida.com?subject=Save%20the%20Indian%20River%20Lagoon
mailto:GovernorRon.Desantis%40eog.myflorida.com?subject=Save%20the%20Indian%20River%20Lagoon
http://rubio.senate.gov/public/contact
http://rickscott.senate.gov/contact
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Last year presented a record number of 
manatee rescues, with 159 performed statewide. 
As of late February, 25 manatees had already 
been rescued this year and over 80 are currently 
being cared for in various rehabilitation facilities. 
Save the Manatee Club staff have already helped 
with seven releases and one rescue at Blue 
Spring State Park this winter. Manatees Gibbs, 
Lawrence, Matthew, Pippen, Corleone, Plantaina, 
and Maduk were released back into their 
natural habitat at Blue Spring. All are outfitted 
with satellite tracking devices so researchers 
can monitor their movements. Matthew and 
Pippen had been rescued as small orphans, so 
researchers need to make sure they learn to 
adapt to life in the wild. This is Matthew’s second 
attempt after he was initially released in Brevard 
County in 2020. He had to be re-rescued in 2021 
due to emaciation, but the habitat at Blue Spring 
should be much better for him. Corleone was 
rescued in November 2021 in Hilton Head, South 
Carolina, as water temperatures got too cold for 
him. His release at Blue Spring was even featured 
on the Today Show on January 18! In late January, 
we also helped with a manatee rescue in Lake 
Harris as the water got too cold. Luckily, he was 
in good body condition and was immediately 
relocated and released at Blue Spring.

We also assisted with the rescue of a very 
small, orphaned calf at Blue Spring which is 
currently being rehabilitated at SeaWorld 
Orlando. Staff nicknamed her “Tink Tink” and 
the last we heard was that she was doing well 
and had already graduated to the bigger pool! 
Another small calf, MaryKate, who we helped 

rescue at Blue Spring last year was recently flown 
to the Columbus Zoo in Ohio to complete her 
rehabilitation there and make space for critical 
cases, like Tink Tink, at SeaWorld. MaryKate had 
bonded with another orphaned calf, Ashley, and 
they went to Ohio together. Once they have 
reached the required size and weight for release, 
they will be flown back to Florida and returned 
to the wild.

We were also extremely excited to see some 
of the manatees that we assisted with last winter 
return to Blue Spring! Chloe, who was rescued for 
a flipper entanglement and emaciation returned 
to Blue Spring looking great. Moira-Rose, who we 
helped rescue for severe cold stress syndrome 
last February and who was released in March, 
finally showed up at Blue Spring on January 
20—with a healthy-looking calf in tow! Her 
cold stress scars have completely healed, so it 
is almost impossible to identify her. Very small, 
healed grey scars on her lower back are the only 
identifying feature that allowed us to make this 
very difficult match. Along with our partners 
from the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission, SeaWorld, and Volusia County, we 
were delighted to see her.

Many more rescues are happening in other 
parts of the state where manatees are facing 
food shortages, collision with watercraft, and 
the effects of the winter cold fronts. Several 
manatees rescued along the east coast of 
Florida are now being released at Blue Spring 
as the habitat there is much better for them, 
and we hope that they adapt well to their new 
surroundings.

By Cora Berchem, Director of  Multimedia and Manatee Research Associate 

Manatees On The Mend
Non-Stop Manatee Rescues And Releases 

MaryKate settling in at the Columbus Zoo in Ohio. 
Photo courtesy of Dan Nellis.

Manatee rescuers net orphan calf Tink Tink.
Photo by Cora Berchem, SMC.



youtube.com/adoptamanatee  facebook.com/savethemanateeclub

twitter.com/savethemanatee       instagram.com/savethemanateeclub

44

Florida’s winter started off unseasonably 
mild with barely any major cold fronts. We did 
see some cold weather moving through the 
week of Thanksgiving and that brought us a 
few adoptee sightings and then a major cold 
front came through at the end of January! Our 
partners from the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission (FWC) sighted 
Flicker on November 24 at the TECO power 
plant in Apollo Beach. Millie also showed up 
at Blue Spring on the 24th and stayed for 
several days, however she left in December. 

Chessie was sighted by researchers in the 
Berkeley Canal in Brevard County, Florida, 
on November 23. He had lost his satellite 
tag in June near Jacksonville and had not 
been sighted until then, but he was still 
wearing the tracking belt. Unfortunately, 
he left the next day while re-tagging efforts 
were underway. He resurfaced on January 
25 at the Port Everglades power plant and 
this time researchers from the Clearwater 
Marine Aquarium Research Institute were 
able to successfully re-tag him. It’s not the 
first time Chessie has ditched his tracking 
device, leaving researchers wondering about 

his whereabouts, so the hope is that he will 
keep it on for a bit longer this time. 

Next followed Illusion, seen by researchers 
from the FWC at the Riviera Beach power 
plant on January 30! The big surprise came on 
February 3 when FWC researchers informed 
us that Millie had shown up at Port Everglades 
and was resting right next to Chessie! She 
made the long swim from Blue Spring all 
the way to Port Everglades in two months. 
Not a first for her, but still remarkable. We 
have to wonder what she and Chessie were 
catching up on!

By Cora Berchem, Director of  Multimedia and Manatee Research Associate 

Tampa Bay and East Coast Adoption Update
Adoptee Rendezvous At Port Everglades!

Flicker made a brief appearance in November at 
the TECO power plant in Tampa, Florida. 

Photo courtesy of FWC.

Millie visited Blue Spring for several days in late 
November and early December, 2021. 

Photo by Cora Berchem, SMC.

Illusion was spotted resting in the warm water 
around the Riviera Beach power plant in 

southeast Florida. Photo courtesy of FWC.

https://www.youtube.com/user/adoptamanatee
http://facebook.com/savethemanateeclub
http://twitter.com/savethemanatee
https://www.instagram.com/savethemanateeclub/
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By Kate Spratt, Park Services Specialist, Homosassa Springs Wildlife State Park             

An Active Season Both Above And Below Water

Homosassa Springs Wildlife State Park 
started off 2022 with some chilly weather and 
hundreds of wild manatees in and out of our 
park boundary. Winter months bring even lower 
low tides and many of the wild manatees seek 
refuge in deeper waters outside of the park’s 
sanctuary. Not to worry, if you come to our 
park, we still have our resident manatees to see 
and when the water is of normal height there 
are plenty of wild manatees to view. The chilly 
temperatures characteristic of this time of year 
cause the surface of the water to be steamy, 
making for a beautiful sight first thing in the 
morning.

Resident adoptees Ariel and Betsy continue 
to serve as species ambassadors to park visitors. 
Park rangers are in the process of reinstating our 
daily manatee programs to educate, entertain, 
and enlighten the public. For more information, 
find our park at floridastateparks.org. Heinz, a 
manatee in rehabilitation, can be viewed daily 
in the paddocks or in-ground heated pool. She 
spends time swimming with Ariel and Betsy, 
getting stronger each day. Sharing this space 
with our resident ladies helps to build not 

only Heinz’ strength but also her confidence. 
A partnership feeding project with company 
Sea & Shoreline has provided harvested grass 
from Kings Bay as supplemental feeding for our 
resident and rehab manatees. They really like 
the variety in their diet and quickly consume the 
grass. Keeks, who was also being rehabilitated at 
Homosassa, was able to be released in February. 

Our Manatee Watch volunteers have been 
working hard protecting manatees and educating 
those recreating on the sparkling clear waters. 
Volunteers paddle the Blue Water daily and chat 
with boaters, anglers, captains, and swimmers 
about manatees and the area. The Homosassa 
River Restoration Project is in full swing in the 
waters outside of our park and our volunteers 
are doing an excellent job educating boaters 
about the “grass cages,” or manatee exclusion 
devices (MEDs). These strategically placed 
devices seen in the Blue Water protect tender 
young eelgrass that was planted as part of a 
river restoration project. If you recreate in this 
area, keep an eye out for the MEDs, especially 
on low tide. Thank you to our Manatee Watch 
volunteers for all they do! 

Ellie Schiller Homosassa Springs Wildlife State Park Adoption Update

Wild manatees rest in the clear water of Homosassa Springs. Photo courtesy of Kate Spratt.

By Cora Berchem, Director of  Multimedia and Manatee Research Associate 

Tampa Bay and East Coast Adoption Update

https://www.floridastateparks.org/parks-and-trails/ellie-schiller-homosassa-springs-wildlife-state-park
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I guess I will start this update with the 
annual parade of adoptees! The manatee 
season at Blue Spring started on November 
7. By the end of November, all the Save 
the Manatee Club adoptees had made an 
appearance! Gator and Lily were in the first 
day. Then on the 8th we had seven more: 
Annie with calf (that she has weaned during 
the season), Brutus (early for once), Floyd, 
Howie (who’s usually late), Lucille, Moo Shoo 
with calf, and Phyllis. That was our big day! On 
the 9th, Aqua and Paddy Doyle showed up. The 
next day we saw Phillip and Margarito in. Then 
there was a break until the 16th, when Lesley 
and Flash (we’re always grateful if he comes 
in at all) turned up. After recovering from 
terrible injuries at SeaWorld Orlando, Lesley 
was returned to Blue Spring last season and it 
was good to see that she did well during the 
summer and is even pregnant! After another 
break, the rest of our ‘children’ came in. Doc, 
Merlin, and Rocket arrived on the 24th, Lenny 
on the 25th, Whiskers on the 26th, and Deep 
Dent on the 27th. So Deep Dent was our tail-
end Charlie, but he has been there before! 

One of the less appealing tasks I have is 
to review the pictures of dead manatees and 
see if I can ID any of the Blue Spring named 
and numbered manatees. I would normally 
meet with the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) 
Sirenia Project once a year and go through the 
pictures. COVID-19 put an end to the in-person 
meetings but recently I got the pictures from 
the FWC who have taken over some of the 
identification duties from the USGS. I have 
identified three so far: Cassandra, a mature 
female that had two calves; Alamo, a young 
friendly male; and Volusia, a manatee born 
from our population, that had twins and two 
other calves. 

This season, we have seen 796 individual 
manatees. This does not include the unmarked 
juveniles and unmarked cow/calf pairs. 408 are 
returned from last season, 14 from seasons 
before last, 295 are marked but new to us, 
and 74 are calves. This is not as many calves 
as the record 80 last season, but I expect we 
still might beat the record. We have also had 
seven manatees released at Blue Spring this 
season so far. 

Annie "assists" SMC research associate Cora 
Berchem with repairs to the Blue Spring 
webcam. All activities conducted under 

permits MA791721-5 and DEP 02042213. 
Photo courtesy of Jason Rose.

By Wayne Hartley, Manatee Specialist 

Blue Spring State Park Adoption Update
Manatee Sanctuary Protects Hundreds Of Manatees

Photos of adoptees taken over the season at Blue 
Spring. Photos by Save the Manatee Club.

Una Flash

PhilipMoo Shoo

Whiskers Rocket
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The number of manatee mortalities 
in 2021 was both record-setting and 
devastating. It is with great anguish I 
report that 1,101 Florida manatees lost 
their life during the year. Complicating 
the situation, the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission (FWC) was 
unable to necropsy or investigate 58% 
of all manatee deaths. That analysis is 
invaluable in determining a manatee’s 
cause of death, and developing legislation 
and conservation plans to prevent future 
deaths. Pandemic-related restrictions and 
shortages and the unprecedented surge in 
manatee mortalities were primary reasons that 
so many deaths were not evaluated.

Watercraft collisions remain the top human-
related cause of manatee mortalities. Just under 
10% of deaths were caused by watercraft; 
however, based on the upward trend of this 
cause of death beginning years ago, it is likely a 
significant undercount. 

Additionally, a synoptic survey of Florida 
manatees was yet again unable to be performed 
due to COVID-19 restrictions and poor weather. 
In fact, the last survey was in January of 2019. 
This is just more vital information lost; data that 
could help us to determine the overall condition 
of Florida’s manatee population. In this absence, 
we are doing all we can to help glean as much 
information as possible by commissioning our 
own aerial and habitat surveys, but this cannot 
completely replace a proper synoptic survey to 
truly understand how the population is faring.

In addition to deaths, the number of manatees 
rescued skyrocketed. A staggering 159 manatees 

were rescued in 2021. Each rescue is a huge 
undertaking, especially when large or multiple 
manatees are involved. A rescue must be timed 
perfectly, coordinated between many individuals, 
and can involve the cooperation of up to a dozen 
organizations and agencies. The largest number 
of manatee rescues were the result of natural 
causes, mainly red tide poisoning in southwest 
Florida or emaciation in the Indian River Lagoon 
on the east coast. The second largest cause of 
rescues was manatees injured by watercraft. 

Please remember that reporting a sick, 
injured, orphaned, or harassed manatee to the 
FWC could save its life. Please call 1-888-404-
3922, use VHF Channel 16, text Tip@MyFWC.
com, or use the free FWC Reporter app to report 
a manatee in distress. If you see a deceased 
manatee, please report that sighting as well. 

New Record Set For Mortalities And Rescues
By Cheyenne Canon, Program Project Coordinator

Manatee Rescues by Cause, 2021

Manatee Mortalities by Cause, 2021

(Data from FWC)

(Data from FWC)

mailto:Tip%40MyFWC.com?subject=distressed%20manatee%20sighting
mailto:Tip%40MyFWC.com?subject=distressed%20manatee%20sighting
https://myfwc.com/research/saltwater/health/fish-kills-hotline/app/


Have you ever thought about becoming a Club volunteer? Or joining our Manatee Sighting Network? Or 
contacting decision makers? To find out more about all the ways you can help, go to savethemanatee.

org/moreways. Thank you so much! You make a big difference in the lives of manatees!
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The 18th annual Save the Manatee 
5K event—which went all virtual for the 
second year in a row—was a major success, 
raising $47,000 for manatee conservation 
and bringing the 18-year total to $328,000. 
1,800 participants from around the globe, 
representing all 50 U.S. states and 19 
more countries internationally, showed 
their support by walking, running, biking, 
swimming, hiking, kayaking, ice-skating, 
diving, or horse-back riding for manatees. 
“Manatees are in trouble,” says race director 
Lesley Argiri who, along with her husband 
Brian McDonald, has been coordinating this 
race for the last 19 years. “Being able to put 
on this race and having the support of so 
many people from around the world is heart-
warming and makes a difference. We are so 
proud to support Save the Manatee Club.” 

Registration for the 19th annual race is 
now open! This year’s shirt comes in a light 

blue color and the beautiful medal features 
a mother manatee and her calf. Registration 
remains open all year (or as long as supplies 
last) and each participant receives a shirt, 
medal, and bib, and can complete the event 
on their own time from wherever they are. 
All proceeds go directly to Save the Manatee 
Club. For more information and to register 
go to savethemanatee5k.com.

2022 Save The Manatee 5K Registration Open!
By Cora Berchem, Director of  Multimedia and Manatee Research Associate

2022 Save the Manatee 5K medal and t-shirt 
avalable for all registered participants.

Strong, Persistent Cold Fronts Prove Deadly
By Dr. Ruth Carmichael, Director, DISL/MSN, & Elizabeth Hieb, Research Technician, DISL/MSN

As of this writing, the Dauphin Island 
Sea Lab’s Manatee Sighting Network (DISL/
MSN) led rescue efforts for a cold stressed 
manatee in Theodore, Alabama. DISL/MSN 
along with partners from SeaWorld Orlando, 
the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission, and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service mobilized in late January to respond 
to a manatee stranded in waters less than 
59°F (15°C). The young male manatee, 
already in critical condition, was captured 
and began receiving emergency veterinary 
care, but despite the rescue team’s best 
efforts, the animal died during transport to 
a rehabilitation facility. This mortality marks 
the third cold stress-related manatee death 
documented by DISL/MSN this winter. 

On Christmas Day, 2021, DISL/MSN 
responded to a report of a deceased adult 
female manatee in Moss Point, Mississippi. 
On that same day, a live manatee was 
reported near Biloxi, Mississippi, but the 
animal could not be relocated following 
initial reports and was later found deceased. 
DISL/MSN typically records between one and 
four cold season manatee mortalities in the 
north central Gulf of Mexico each year. Most 
manatees migrate to warm water refuge 
sites in Florida to spend the winter. Save the 
Manatee Club adoptee Bama, for example, is 
known to spend her winters in Crystal River, 
Florida, where we continue to keep a lookout 
for her. We hope to report an update on her 
whereabouts in the next issue! 

Alabama/DISL Adoption Update

http://savethemanatee.org/moreways
http://savethemanatee.org/moreways
http://savethemanatee5k.com


Readers interested in having access to the technical scientific literature, along with the popular literature 
on manatees and their relatives, can find a comprehensive, annotated bibliography and index to all such 
publications at sirendom.org/biblio.  This site encompasses over 500 years of published information 

on sirenians, with more than 6,500 separate references. 99

Fifteen years ago, Save the Manatee Club 
(SMC) staff began a small program to collect 
dietary supplements to support manatee 
rescues and rehabilitation in Belize. Over the 
years, this program grew to collecting thousands 
of dollars in goods annually to support manatee 
conservation in multiple countries. 

Hope, Sandy, Callie, and Chikki (pictured 
right) are perfect examples of manatees that 
have been direct beneficiaries of donations 
of Esbilac powder milk formula. This valuable 
foodstuff is difficult to find in Belize, so donations 
through SMC have been vital to the continuation 
of Wildtracks’ manatee rehabilitation program, 
the only one of its kind in Belize. And when a 
manatee is ready to be released, Wildtracks 
outfits them with a tracking device so they can 
monitor them in the wild. The tracker, attached 
to the peduncle, is also assembled from items 
donated by our members. 

Additionally, contributions to our Emergency 
Rescue and International Rescue funds have 
permitted us to purchase valuable but expensive 
items for Wildtracks. In just the last few years we 
have funded the purchase of a transport trailer, 
a pressure washer, large capture net, and PIT tag 
scanner, as well as a grant to hire help during the 
COVID-19 lockdowns. 

In recent years we have also expanded our 
wish list appeals to include more domestic 
rescue and rehabilitation facilities. With so 

many manatees being rescued in Florida over 
the last 2 years, rehabilitation facilities are 
under extreme pressure. For ZooTampa, an 
acute care (emergency) facility, we purchased 
a large-weight scale this year to make weighing 
manatees easier. We’ve also collected thousands 
of dollars worth of Elecare powder milk formula 
from our members to help feed the orphan 
calves they regularly take into their care. 

None of these successes would be possible 
without the donations made by our amazing 
supporters. We cannot say thank you enough 
to the hundreds of people who have donated to 
this program over the years. If you would like to 
purchase an item from our wish list, please visit 
savethemanatee.org/wishlist.

Directly Supporting Rescues, Rehabilitation, And Research
By Cheyenne Canon, Program Project Coordinator

Hope, Sandy, Callie, and Chikki, all Wildtracks 
rescues, are well on the way to a full release back 

into the wild. Photo courtesy of Wildtracks.

ZooTampa staff weigh a calf with a new scale 
provided by SMC. Photo by Save the Manatee Club.

Two calves are fed with donated Elecare formula and 
bottles. Photo by Save the Manatee Club.

http://sirendom.org/biblio
http://savethemanatee.org/wishlist


Donate to SMC every time you shop on Amazon. Go to smile.amazon.com, select Save 
the Manatee Club as your preferred charity, and then log in as you normally would. Amazon 

will then donate the equivalent of .5% of your eligible purchases to the Club.

You can learn about manatees and have fun while you do! 
Watch videos, find cool facts, get educational resources, and find out where you can see manatees in 

person. For all of this, and so much more, go to savethemanatee.org/coolstuff.1010

The unprecedented mass mortality 
event we are witnessing in and around 
the Indian River Lagoon (IRL) is a 
sobering reminder of how important it 
is to take a proactive approach to being 
stewards and advocates for manatees’ 
imperiled aquatic habitat. 

Seeing starving or malnourished 
manatees is heartbreaking. But, while 
our first response might be to want to 
feed them ourselves this is not a good 
solution. Feeding manatees can result in 
many negative impacts, including leading 
them to lose their natural fear of humans 
and boats, which makes them vulnerable 
to harassment, injury, and death.

Fortunately, there are still several 
alternatives for those who are called 
to help! Here are some of the options:

Reduce pollution and prevent harmful algal blooms from forming. 
Too many yard chemicals, including fertilizer and herbicides, are entering our waterways, 
causing algal blooms that kill seagrasses and harm manatees. You can love your lawn 
and manatees by fertilizing less or not at all, becoming familiar with your local fertilizer 
regulations, and following Florida-Friendly Landscaping principles. Learn more at 
savethemanatee.org/algae. 

Watch for and Report Malnourished Manatees. 
Malnourished manatees may have visible ribs, a sunken area behind their head, seem 
unable to keep their balance, and breathe more rapidly. A lone manatee calf with no 
adults around may be an orphan and is also of concern. Distressed manatees should 
be reported immediately to the FWC wildlife alert hotline at 1-888-404-FWCC (3922).

Donate to the Emergency Rescue Fund. 
Rescues of sick or injured manatees or orphaned calves are always necessary, but many 
more are anticipated due to the starvation crisis. Contributions support rescues of 
vulnerable manatees, assist with their care during rehabilitation (including providing food 
where and when needed), and aid with eventual releases into the wild in partnership with 
the Manatee Rescue and Rehabilitation Partnership. To donate, visit savethemanatee.
org/emergencyrescue.

Please Leave Manatee Feeding To The Officials
By Meghan Cohorst, Communications and Outreach Coordinator

Reasons not to feed wild manatees 
yourself:

1. Manatees lose their natural fear of   
 humans and boats

2. Manatees may linger in  areas without  
 food instead of migrating

3. Severely emaciated manatees need   
 rescuing, not just food

4. Manatees may be eating items that are  
 not appropriate for them

5. Uneaten food can decompose and add  
 additional nutrients to the water, resulting  
 in more algal blooms.

continued on page 11

http://smile.amazon.com
http://savethemanatee.org/coolstuff
http://savethemanatee.org/algae
http://savethemanatee.org/emergencyrescue


Does the company you work for have a Matching Gifts Program? If they do, your employer may be able to 
match your donations to Save the Manatee Club. Have questions? Call us at 1-800-432-5646.

Do you have a will? You can protect what matters most.
A will is a powerful way to plan for the future and protect the people and causes (like protecting manatees!) 

that you care about. We’ve partnered with FreeWill to provide a free, online will-writing tool for Club 
supporters. Get started on your will at freewill.com/savethemanatee. Many supporters also choose to 
create taxwise gifts from their IRA or appreciated stocks. If you’re 70.5 years young, give from your IRA today 

or transfer appreciated assets and give a gift of stock at freewill.com/stocks/savethemanatee. 
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Contact Your Elected Officials/Act Locally to Prevent Seagrass Loss. 
Save the Manatee Club has received many calls, comments, and questions regarding the loss 
of seagrass, algae blooms, and increased manatee mortalities in Florida. We encourage you to 
share your stories and photographs with your elected officials at the local, state, and federal 
levels. Find contact information and learn more at savethemanatee.org/algae.

Boaters: Be Seagrass Safe! 
Prevent damage to seagrasses by avoiding boating over seagrass beds. If you must boat 
over seagrass beds, trim up your motor and idle to a safe depth before getting on plane, and 
carefully push your boat away if you run aground.

Learn More About the joint U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) and Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission (FWC) Supplemental Feeding Program. 
These agencies are working together to supplement the diet of malnourished and starving 
manatees in the IRL. This program is carefully controlled and monitored, with an eye towards 
minimizing any negative impacts on manatees, other wildlife, and their habitat. You can learn 
more about the feeding program and the Unusual Mortality Event along Florida’s east coast 
by visiting myfwc.com/research/manatee/rescue-mortality-response/ume.

Officials Feed Manatees continued from page 10

http://freewill.com/savethemanatee
https://www.freewill.com/stocks/savethemanatee
http://savethemanatee.org/algae
http://myfwc.com/research/manatee/rescue-mortality-response/ume
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Adopt-A-Manatee®

to support manatees and
their aquatic habitat

savethemanatee.org      800-432-JOIN (5646)

Spring!
Hello(from

the)

You can request a copy of this PSA for your company, website, or local newsletters. 
Email your request to media@savethemanatee.org.  Standard and custom sizes are available. 

Man versus Manatee ― "X-ray"

Rachel "Jo" Arnow began illustrating Man versus Manatee in 2012. She had no intention of starting 
a webcomic when she jotted down a sketch of a manatee munching on a diver's hand, but that 
episode, titled "Man versus Manatee," soon became the start of an entire series that continues to 
this day. Read more about Rachel's story, and find more episodes, at manvsmanatee.com.

Answers to Activity: Brackish, Buoyancy, Conserve, Elephant, Flippers, Manatees, Nostrils, 
Peduncle, Rehabing, Seagrass, Seaworld, Sirenian, Submerge, Waterway, Wildlife,  Zootampa.
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Answers on page 12

The Take-A-Break Activity Corner
Word Circle Puzzle

Instructions: There are 32 segments in the circle. Find 16 eight-letter words by pairing one set of four letters 
with another set of four letters. A segment can only be used once.

Word List:
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Manatee Note Flags
These note flags are a great way to show 
your love for manatees while studying, at 
the office, or as a bookmark while reading. 
Packs are sold individually, with each 
pack holding 60 note flags. There are 8 
different note flag photos in each pack, 
with each pack measuring 1" x 1.75".

Item #90183 Price $2.00

  Special Offer: Buy 5, Get 1 Free

Trouble On the 
St. Johns River
The perfect book for an 
environmentally conscious middle-
schooler. Follow the summer 
adventures of brothers Bobby and 
Joey as they discover that kids 
really can make a difference in 
protecting wildlife and their habitat. 
Written and autographed by Jane 
R. Wood. 156-page, softcover 
book, suitable for ages 9-14.

Item #1007 Price $8.95

Plush 20" Manatee
With embroidered eyes and nose, and 
made from 100% post-consumer and 
recycled materials, our super-soft, 
20" Eco Pal plush is the perfect 
size to hold and cuddle for 
manatee enthusiasts of all ages. 

Item #90084 Price $24.95

Robert Rattner 
Manatee Poster
Two manatees swim side by 
side in this extraordinary 
image taken by underwater 
photographer Robert 
Rattner. This glossy poster 
measures 17" x 22". 

Item #3001 Price $7.95  $1.00

Manatee Wreath Ornament
Made by a local artist and Save the Manatee 
Club friend, Kevin Rowley, this ornament 
features an adorable manatee sporting a 
cute red bow and posing in front of a green 
wreath. Our 2021 holiday ornament is a 
limited design and will not be made again. 
Available while supplies last. Don't miss out 
on your chance to own another Save the 
Manatee Club exclusive.

Item #91050 Price $17.50 $12.50

Organic Cotton Shopping Tote
Designed and printed exclusively 
for Save the Manatee Club, this 
tote bag is super versatile. It can 
carry your tablet or laptop, toys 
or books for the kids, things for a 
fun beach outing or an overnight 
stay. It also makes a great re-
usable shopping bag. This tote 
is machine washable and made 
of 55% hemp and 45% cotton. It 
measures 13.5" x 15" x 7" (25.5" 
including handles).  

Item #90200 Price $25.00

Manatee Merchandise
Find these items and more at shopsavethemanatee.org.
For questions, please call our toll free number at 1-800-432-5646, 
or email catalog@savethemanatee.org.

Due to worldwide supply shortages and long shipping times we strongly encourage you to call Save 
the Manatee Club and place your order first to reserve your items if you plan to pay by check.

HOW TO ORDER: 
 »Order online: Go to shopsavethemanatee.org.
 »Order by phone: Call toll-free 1-800-432-JOIN (5646) 
in the United States and Canada. For international 
orders, call 407-539-0990. Our office hours are 
 Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. EST.
 »Order by mail: Send a check or money order to 533 
Versailles Dr., Ste. 100, Maitland, FL 32751. 
Call to receive an estimate of shipping costs. Orders 
shipped to a Florida address must include payment for 
a 6.5% sales tax.

Visit shopsavethemanatee.org or call 1-800-432-JOIN (5646) to order today.14
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I'm A Manatee Book and CD
Enjoy an enchanting story about 
a little boy who dreams he is a 
manatee. This story will make a 
believer out of readers of all ages! 
Written by actor John Lithgow, 
it also includes a CD featuring 
Lithgow singing the words to the 
book in a catchy “sing along” tune. 
The book is paperback and contains 
32 pages of colorful manatee art—
great for ages 5 through 8.   

Item #1015 Price $13.95   

SMC Lanyard
Are you always losing things? 
Keep your ID card, flash drive, 
keys, or other important items on your 
person and never misplace them again. The 
lanyard measures 29” long and .75” wide. Show 
your support for manatees everywhere you go! 

Item #90503 Price $4.95

Matted Manatee Print 8" x 10"

Decorate your walls with these beautiful 
manatee prints. They were generously 
donated by renowned artist and manatee 
enthusiast Daniel Butterworth, so the entire amount of your 
purchase goes toward helping manatees. There are three 
different prints to choose from with your choice of black or 
white matting. There is a 1.5" border around each print so 
the image is 6.5" x 8.5". Each print is sold separately.Each print is sold separately.

Item #3022 Price $8.00

Mother and Calf Monotone Manatee

Colorful Manatee

Party Invitations Pack
Send out these party invitations to announce 
your next party! Whether manatee-themed 
or just to show off your love for 
manatees, these invitations are 
sure to grab attention from any 
receiver! These cards feature Buddy 
Manatee by Florida artist and author 
Tim Thomas. Includes 10 cards and 
envelopes. Printed on recycled paper.

Item #90169 Price $9.95 $1.00

Thank You Card Pack
Say thank you, manatee-style! These 
cards (10 per pack) feature work from 
the book Buddy Manatee by Florida 
artist and author Tim Thomas. Also 
includes 10 envelopes. Printed on 
recycled paper.

Item #90179 Price $9.95 $1.00

SMC Window Cling
Show your manatee support 
wherever you go! This vinyl 
window cling, featuring Save 
the Manatee Club's logo, 
can be placed on the interior 
of any window to display 
outwards. It can be easily 
removed and reapplied.

Item #99021 Price $1.50

SMC 2019 T-Shirt—Adult/Youth
LIMITED QUANTITY

Custom-designed exclusively for Save 
the Manatee Club, these t-shirts are 
made of 100% pre-shrunk cotton, 
have a tear-away tag, and are printed 
with water-based ink for a soft 
feel. Youth sizes available in Small 
through Large. Adult sizes available 
in Large through 2XL. Our current 
stock is limited and this design will 
not be printed again.

Item #94501 (Adult)  Price $16.95 $10.00

Item #94511 (Youth)  Price $12.95 $8.00

Sizing Chart for Youth and Adult

YS YM YL L XL 2XL

Body Length (in.) 20 22 24 30 31 32

Body Width (in.) 16 17 18 22 24 26

Mom and Calf Manatee-Shaped  
Puzzle (1000-piece)
This uniquely shaped puzzle is fun 
for any wildlife fan. The mother 
and calf are filled in with views 
of the ocean, vegetation, and 
animals. The finished puzzle 
measures approximately 27" x 
39" and the wonderful art is by 
Dennis Rogers. Produced in the U.S., this eco-
friendly puzzle is made with soy-based inks on recycled board. 
*Not recommended for children under 3 years.*Not recommended for children under 3 years.

Item #90265 Price $19.95

Visit shopsavethemanatee.org or call 1-800-432-JOIN (5646) to order today. 15
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Watch Manatee Webcams at

ManaTV.org

Get Up Close and Personal !

Donate Today
To read about the highlights of the Club’s impressive accomplishments, go to 

savethemanatee.org/smcinfo. Our work is only possible with your help. Please 
continue your generous support at savethemanatee.org/donate, or call us at 
1-800-432-JOIN (5646) to help us continue our ongoing efforts to protect manatees 

and their aquatic habitat.  Thank you! 

Would you like to use an article in this newsletter as reference material? 
You can use this APA citation style template: 

Author Last name, First name. (2022, March). Article Title. The Manatee Zone, 41(1). Page #
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