
Conservation and Advocacy
• Worked as a principal partner in the coalition to restore the 

Great Florida Riverway, which includes the Ocklawaha River, 
Silver River, and 20-plus springs that are impounded by the 
Rodman Dam. The riverway is important to ensuring adequate 
warm water habitat for Florida's manatees in the future. Club 
staff participated in coalition meetings and created online 
petitions, ecards, action alerts, and social media posts to 
promote support.

• Revitalized and expanded the Guardian 
Guides manatee stewardship program, 
a certification and education program 
offered to ecotourism providers 
in Florida who commit to not 
touching or disturbing manatees. 

• Continued our legal challenges to 
defend Florida springsheds as pertains to Basin Management 
Action Plan standards. Published op-ed about the importance 
of preserving Florida’s spring flows.

• Established a Citizen Sighting Network along the Wekiva River.
• Increased outreach to residents and businesses in the Weeki 

Wachee River area in response to concerns of manatee 
harassment. 

• Rallied supporters during the Florida Legislative session, 
urging lawmakers to support legislation to help protect rural 
lands and Florida’s waterways, including springs and coastal 
environments important to manatees as well as other land 
protection priorities.

• Encouraged grassroots education about why it  is 
harmful to feed manatees, 
give them water, or otherwise 
disturb manatees by asking 
supporters to share pre-
written comments and posts 
with their online networks.

• Committed funding for the 
printing and distribution 
of  the Marine Resources 
Council’s “Indian River Lagoon 
Report Card” to policy and 
decision makers in the Florida 
Legislature and elsewhere at 
this very critical time for the 
lagoon when seagrasses and habitat are in great peril.

• Worked in close cooperation with federal, state, and local 
governments to ensure that Manatee Protection Plans and  

Rules were adhered to and improved to ensure that manatee 
populations continue to recover.

• Teamed up with other conservation partners to defend 
the Endangered Species Act and the Marine Mammal 
Protection Act against attacks to weaken or defund the Acts. 

• Collaborated with conservation partners to support the fight 
against poorly-planned toll road expansions in Florida.

• Put pressure on local governments to hold them accountable 
for their failing sewage treatment systems that were causing 
major sewage spills in southeast Florida aquatic ecosystems.

• Continued reviews of and comments on a wide variety of 
marina development projects in important manatee habitat 
and held applicants and agencies to account under the 
manatee and habitat protection laws.

Education and Public Awareness
• Increased public awareness about manatees through above 

and underwater webcams at Blue Spring State Park and Ellie 
Schiller Homosassa Springs Wildlife State Park in partnership 
with Explore.org.

• Produced numerous educational videos on the topics of 
safe boating, responsible recreation, and the Adopt-
A- Manatee® program,  as  wel l  as several member-
generated Q & A videos.

• Distributed free public 
awareness materials to 
shoreline property owners, 
boaters, parks, marinas, 
tour operators, and nature 
centers.

• Educated supporters about 
manatee issues and current 
events through our website, 
social media content, and  
our newsletters Paddle Tales 
and The Manatee Zone. 

• Created public service announcements and press releases 
for print and online media, radio stations, TV stations, and 
billboards.

• Sent press releases on manatee issues to local, state, and 
national media. Provided footage, photos, and interviews to 
media outlets to increase manatee awareness. 

• Participated in a variety of manatee-related events and 
cleanups. 

• Provided dozens of online manatee presentations and live 
events to school classrooms and other groups, reaching 
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2020 Highlights of Activities and Accomplishments

Cora Berchem gives a presentation 
at a St. John's Riverkeeper "Get 

Your Feet Wet" seminar. 
Photo © St. John's Riverkeeper 

Ally Greco narrates an educational video 
created by Save the Manatee Club.



thousands of students and individuals worldwide. Escalated 
online events, activities, and livestreams in response to 
cancelled in-person events during the pandemic. Hosted live 
Q&A sessions, children’s book readings, an art contest, and 
many other virtual events.

• Developed virtual volunteer opportunities, including the 
Manatee Outreach Ambassador and Volunteer Presenter 
positions, and welcomed many new volunteers.

Rescue, Rehabilitation, and Release
• Worked to ensure continued funding for Florida’s Critical Care 

Program so that sick, injured, and orphaned manatees could 
be rescued, rehabilitated, and returned to the wild.

• Assisted with, and documented, several manatee rescues and 
releases and participated in the work of the Manatee Rescue and 
Rehabilitation Partnership.

• Co-led the 
Manatee Observer 
Volunteer Program 
at Blue Spring 
State Park to 
prevent manatee 
harassment during 
t h e  s u m m e r 
months.
• Accepted the 
pro-bono role of 
Fiduciary Agent 
for the Manatee 
R e s c u e  a n d 
R e h a b i l i t a t i o n 

Partnership (MRP) to manage all finances and contracts for 
the MRP and committed to provide emergency matching funds 
for critically-needed manatee rescue activities.

International and Interstate Conservation
• Collaborated with Wildtracks, Belize’s only manatee rehabilitation 

facility. Sent funds, supplies, and essential equipment, much 
of it donated by SMC supporters, to assist their rescue and 
rehabilitation efforts.

• Provided funding 
to the African 
Marine Mammal 
Organization 
for speakers to 
attend the first 
African Manatee 
Symposium in 
Senegal. Supplied 
funding for a 
grant to be used 
for the cleanup 
and restoration of Lake Ossa in Cameroon, which is habitat 
for West African manatees. 

• Sent funding to ECOSUR in Mexico for health assessment 

and tracking equipment of manatee “Daniel” to aid in better 
understanding how manatee habitat is utilized.

• Provided donated goods and materials to manatee rescue and 
rehabilitation centers in Florida. Also provided funding from 
the Adopt-A-Manatee program to Dauphin Island Sea Lab to 
help protect manatees in Alabama and surrounding Gulf Coast.

Research 
• Continued  decades-long observations on the Blue Spring 

State Park manatees and shared data with other manatee 
researchers and scientists. Utilized webcams and on-site 
observations for 
research and manatee 
health checks. 
Recorded a record 
number of manatees 
for a single day (566).

• Presented on the 
use of webcams for 
manatee research at 
Blue Spring at the 
University of Florida 
Aquatic Animal Health 
Program’s 3rd Annual 
Manatee Research Symposium.

• Published two articles on the use of webcams for manatee 
research at Blue Spring and the increase of sublethal boat 
strikes at Blue Spring in Sirenews, the newsletter of the IUCN 
Sirenia Specialist Group.

Membership and Development 
• Worked as a team to quickly pivot in reaction to the sudden 

challenges presented by Covid-19. Transitioned operationally 
to primarily work-at-home processes and shifted to electronic 
engagement with supporters to meet our critical mission 
objectives and goals.

• Engaged enthusiastically in support of the 17th Annual Save 
the Manatee 5K event, 
organized by retired 
L'Anse Creuse High 
School biology teacher, 
Lesley Argiri, which 
despite going all virtual 
this year grew to almost 
2,000 participants and 
raised a jaw-dropping 
$38,000 to save 
imperiled manatees.

• Added approximately 
5,000 new donors, 5,000 
new manatee adopters, and 3,500 online supporters and 
advocates worldwide.

• Worked with dozens of caring individuals, students, and small 
businesses to host peer-to-peer fundraisers through their 
various creative endeavors. 

Manatee researcher Wayne Hartley 
reviews scar charts to identify manatees 

wintering at Blue Spring State Park. 
Photo © Paul Hennessey.

Save the Manatee® Club
533 Versailles Dr. Suite 100 � Maitland, FL 32751
savethemanatee.org � 1-800-432-JOIN (5646)

501(c)(3) registered nonprofit organization ∙ EIN: 59-3131709 Learn more

Manatee 5K participants in Japan 
go diving to show their support. 
Photo © Japanese mana-club 

SMC adoptee Una is rescued at Blue Spring State Park 
after being spotted with fishing line wrapped around 
both of her flippers. Photo by Cora Berchem, SMC.

Wildtracks received a shipment of goods 
from SMC that were donated by our amazing 

supporters. Photo © Wildtracks.


