
Winter Preparation Accelerates
By the time you read this newsletter article I believe that more than 

1,000 manatees will have died so far this year. A shocking number to be 
sure, but one that we must ensure will never be repeated. The good news 
is that as of this writing most manatees remain dispersed in locations with 
adequate forage, and more than 125 manatees have been rescued so far this 
year, with many of those already safely released after being rehabilitated.

As we feverishly prepare to prevent another devastating crisis this 
winter, one of unprecedented manatee starvation and lingering death, 
I want to thank everyone who has played a life-saving role to date and 
I encourage others to join our essential team of supporters as another 
stressful and potentially deadly winter fast approaches. Our partnerships 
are expanding every day, but we still have great need for many more to 
join if we are going to be successful in the long-term in restoring healthy, 
seagrass-based aquatic ecosystems.

On the positive side, I want to share that at our urging the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service (FWS) has asked for the Environmental Protection 
Agency to reinitiate formal consultation under Section 7 of the Endangered 
Species Act, a prerequisite to legally requiring improved 

By Patrick M. Rose, Executive Director

Manatees Around The World
September 7 was International Manatee Day, a day when we celebrate 

manatees around the world and the work being done to conserve and 
protect them. There are three species of manatees found throughout the 
world: the West Indian manatee, the Amazonian manatee, and the West 
African manatee. The West Indian manatee is divided into two subspecies, 
the Florida manatee and the Antillean or Caribbean manatee, and is found 
in shallow coastal areas from northern Florida to Brazil. The Amazonian 
manatee is found throughout the Amazon River basin in the northern part 
of South America and is the only manatee that lives exclusively in freshwater. 
The West African manatee occupies a wide variety of habitats—from inland 
waterways to coastal areas—from Senegal to Angola. 

By Tiare Fridrich, Manatee Biologist

© Daniel Gonzalez-Socoloske

continued on page 2

continued on page 3

A
rt

w
or

k 
by

 N
an

cy
 B

la
ue

rs

The Official Newsletter of
Save the Manatee® Club
533 Versailles Dr., Ste. 100

Maitland, FL 32751
November, Volume 40

Issue #4 of 2021
Published four times a year
in March, June, September,

and November.



A will is a powerful way to plan for the future and protect the people and causes that you care about. 
We’ve partnered with FreeWill to provide a free, online will-writing tool for Club supporters. Get 

started on your will at freewill.com/savethemanatee. Many supporters also choose to create 
taxwise gifts from their IRA or appreciated stocks. If you’re 70.5 years young, give from your IRA today 
or transfer appreciated assets and give a gift of stock at freewill.com/stocks/savethemanatee. 

We are a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. Our federal tax identification number (EIN) is 59-3131709. 
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water quality standards within Manatee Critical 
Habitat and increasing the penalties for failing to 
achieve them. Also, at the legal urging of Save 
the Manatee Club and other partners, the FWS 
is committing to accelerate the adoption of 
updated Critical Habitat criteria for manatees. 
Furthermore, the FWS and the Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Commission have shown 
strong leadership and made significant progress 
in finding additional rehabilitation space for 
the manatees that will need to be rescued and 
cared for by members of the Manatee Rescue 
and Rehabilitation Partnership until they can be 
safely returned to the wild. 

With little time left before cold weather 
returns, we are urging all agency and non-
governmental organization partners to work 
together in multiple monitoring efforts to 
assess the health status of as many manatees 

as possible within the Indian River Lagoon 
and elsewhere. These health assessments are 
needed to best determine what additional 
interventions are needed, such as feeding or 
conducting rescues, which may be required 
to avert another mass mortality event due to 
starvation from the devastating losses of seagrass. 
Tragically, thousands of acres of seagrass have 
died after they were shaded out by massive 
algal blooms, fueled by decades of uncontrolled 
releases of human waste and fertilizers into 
Florida’s waterways. This crisis is beginning to be 
experienced in many more aquatic ecosystems in 
Florida and must be reversed as soon as possible.

I thank you for ensuring we can continue to 
stand in the gap as the strong and unwavering 
"Voice For Manatees" during these difficult times. 
To learn more about all the ways you can help 
visit savethemanatee.org/how-to-help. 

Winter Preparation

A manatee suffering from severe cold stress was 
successfully rehabilitated at MRP partner ZooTampa 
and then released. Photos by Cora Berchem, SMC.

Before

AfterAfter

Before

A starving manatee was rescued and cared for at 
MRP partner SeaWorld where she put on the needed 
weight that is required for release. Photos by SMC.

continued from page 1

http://freewill.com/savethemanatee
https://www.freewill.com/stocks/savethemanatee
https://www.savethemanatee.org/how-to-help/


3

All three species of manatee face threats 
throughout their range, including boat strikes, 
habitat loss and degradation, and entanglement 
in fishing gear. In the Amazon and West Africa, 
manatees are still hunted for meat, oil, and skin, 
despite the practice being illegal. Conservation 
organizations are working to educate local 
communities and encourage alternative livelihoods 
to protect manatees, but it is a huge undertaking. 
Additionally, much less is known about the 
behaviors, movement, and habitat use of manatees 
in these areas. It is especially challenging to study 
manatees in tropical freshwater systems, as the 
water is generally turbid with poor visibility,and 
manatees are rarely found in large aggregations. 

Donations to Save the Manatee Club’s (SMC) 
International Rescue Fund empower our global 
partners to research and protect manatees and 
their essential habitat outside of the United States. 
Since SMC was founded in 1981, we’ve supported 
manatee conservation initiatives in Belize, Brazil, 
The Bahamas, Cameroon, Colombia, Cuba, Jamaica, 
Haiti, Mexico, Nigeria, Peru, and Venezuela. 

This year, SMC partnered with the International 
Foundation for Nature and Sustainability (FINS) in 
Mexico. FINS is comprised of a team of international 
scientists who conduct research and conservation 
work, which includes using small 
aerial drones to detect and study 
Antillean manatees. FINS recently 
launched a fundraising campaign 
to support the rehabilitation of a 
rescued Antillean manatee calf found 
in Quintana Roo, Mexico. When he 
was rescued, the calf was less than 
four weeks old and weighed less 
than 30 pounds. Through SMC's 
International Rescue Fund, we were 
able to support the cost of formula 
for the first month of bottle feeding. 

SMC also partnered with the 
Mamirauá Sustainable Development 
Institute (IDSM) in Brazil. IDSM is 
a private social organization and research unit of 
the Ministry of Science that carries out research, 

management, and extension programs in Brazil. In 
recent years there has been an increase in the number 
of rescued manatee calves in the Amazon Estuary, 
and as there are no adequate manatee rehabilitation 
facilities in the coastal region of the estuary, calves 
are often left unattended or cared for by local 
volunteers. The need was identified for further manatee 
research, awareness, and rehabilitation efforts, and 
in November 2020 IDSM created the Research and 
Conservation Network for Sirenians in the Amazon 

Estuary (SEA). SEA is a network of 
14 conservationists and multiple 
organizations working to improve first 
response and rescue of manatees, 
promote capacity building, raise 
awareness of manatee conservation, 
and encourage collaboration between 
research institutions and government 
agencies. This summer, SEA helped 
to arrange the transportation of a 
rescued calf, Gigi, from an isolated 
area in the Amazon Estuary to a 
rehab facility. Thanks to supporter 
contributions to the International 
Rescue Fund, SMC has partnered 
with SEA to further support manatee 

rehabilitation, training, environmental education, and 
genetic studies in the Amazon Estuary.

Around The World

Calf Gigi being bottle fed. 
Photo courtesy of SEA.

Calf rescued in Quintana Roo undergoes a physical 
assessment. Photo courtesy of FINS.

Readers interested in having access to the technical scientific literature, along with the popular literature 
on manatees and their relatives, can find a comprehensive, annotated bibliography and index to all such 

publications at sirendom.org/biblio.  This site encompasses over 500 years of published information on 
sirenians, with more than 6,500 separate references.

continued from page 1
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Did you know that you can help fundraise for manatees? SMC has a free tool where you can create 
your own fundraising webpage to share with your family and friends. Visit justgiving.com/

savethemanateeclubinc to see how! To all who selflessly dedicate your birthdays, weddings, 
or anniversaries to raise funds; or dedicate marathons and cross-country adventures; or have a 
campaign “just because,” we, and the manatees you help save, are grateful for your support.

youtube.com/adoptamanatee  facebook.com/savethemanateeclub

twitter.com/savethemanatee       instagram.com/savethemanateeclub
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By Kate Spratt, Park Services Specialist, Homosassa Springs Wildlife State Park             

Homosassa Takes In Two New Rehab Manatees

Our resident manatees enjoy spending 
the warm days of summer in our fresh, cool 
spring waters. Ariel, Betsy, and Heinz are 
frequently seen relaxing around the underwater 
observatory, also known as “The Fish Bowl.” 
This is a great place to watch our resident 
manatees and seasonal fish from beneath the 
water’s surface while remaining dry (and cool 
in the A/C!). 

Homosassa Springs Wildlife State Park 
received two rehab manatees, “Keeks” and 
“Adobe,” from SeaWorld Orlando in August. 
Once they reach their target weight and receive 
veterinary approval, they will hopefully be 
released back into the wild.

Ariel, Betsy, and Heinz enjoyed the summer 
in the spring run and are frequently viewed by 
visitors during feedings near the long river bridge 
and manatee paddocks. Our resident ladies 
work diligently on helping park rangers control 
invasive aquatic plants like hydrilla by consuming 
it with delight. 

We are very fortunate to have a dedicated 
team of volunteer divers. This team works 
weekly to clean the windows of The Fish Bowl 
and check the spring for any items that could be 
harmful to manatees. Are you an open-water 
diver, live near Homosassa, and interested in 
participating in a unique volunteer opportunity? 
Visit volunteers.floridastateparks.org to 

apply to become one of our 
volunteer divers! 

Interested in giving a 
unique gift to a friend or 
family member? Give them 
the gift of a manatee they 
can visit any time! You can 
choose one of our adoptees 
at savethemanatee.org/
adopt and come visit them 
in person at Homosassa 
Springs Wildlife State Park!

Ellie Schiller Homosassa Springs Wildlife State Park Adoption Update

Adoptable, resident manatee 
Ariel gives Ranger Kate 
a close-up look during 
a routine spring safety 
inspection. Photo courtesy 
of Kate Spratt.

http://justgiving.com/savethemanateeclubinc
http://justgiving.com/savethemanateeclubinc
https://www.youtube.com/user/adoptamanatee
http://facebook.com/savethemanateeclub
http://twitter.com/savethemanatee
https://www.instagram.com/savethemanateeclub/
http://volunteers.floridastateparks.org
http://savethemanatee.org/adopt
http://savethemanatee.org/adopt


Please notify us with your new address! It will save us about $1.00 in extra postage. In the U.S. call us toll free at 
1-800-432-5646 to update your information, or email us at membership@savethemanatee.org. 5

Although manatee mortalities and rescues slowed down slightly 
over the summer months, our partners in the Manatee Rescue 
and Rehabilitation Partnership (MRP) have still been very busy 
rescuing and caring for sick, injured, and orphaned manatees. In 
early August, Save the Manatee Club staff helped rescue a large 
manatee near Titusville in Brevard County, Florida. The manatee 
was floating high on the water surface, an indication that something 
was wrong, although no specific cause could be determined. After 
securing the 1,422-pound female manatee on the rescue boat, she 
was taken to SeaWorld Orlando for rehabilitation. According to 
the animal care staff, she is on the mend and eating well, which is 
a good sign and leaves everyone hopeful that she can be released 
back out into the wild soon. A number of manatees released over 
the summer were outfitted with satellite tracking devices by the 
MRP to study their habitat use, especially along the Atlantic coast 
of Florida. Monitoring these individuals can provide important data 
about the wild manatee population. 

Meanwhile, our partner ZooTampa at Lowry Park has been 
caring for more than a dozen manatees including three orphaned 
calves: Calliope, Soleil, and Piccolina. “Calliope” was rescued on 
April 25, near Cayo Costa with “Soleil” following on June 6, near 
Bradenton. “Piccolina,” at a rescue weight of just 44 pounds, is 
the smallest manatee calf ZooTampa has ever cared for. She was 
rescued on August 26 near Venice, Florida. Manatee calves are 
usually between 60 and 70 pounds at birth and about three to 
four feet long, so Piccolina was definitely on the small side and 
possibly only a few days old when rescued. All three calves are 
improving, but still have regular bottle-feedings several times a 
day. In addition to feedings, each rescued manatee also undergoes 
regular health exams where the veterinarians and animal care 
staff record weights and measurements and collect bloodwork to 
determine how the manatees are responding to their respective 
treatments. Manatees need to weigh 600 pounds before they can 
be released. For orphaned calves, this means two to three years in 
rehabilitation before they can be successfully released. “Citrine,” a 
manatee rescued for cold stress syndrome and watercraft injuries 
in Crystal River earlier this year, was successfully rehabilitated at 
ZooTampa and released in August of this year. 

Many other partner facilities, such as Ellie Schiller Homosassa 
Springs Wildlife State Park, Disney's The Seas with Nemo, Columbus 
Zoo, and Cincinnati Zoo have taken in subadult manatees who 
were rescued as calves but have not quite reached the needed 
weight for release. This is extremely important as it frees up critical 
“bed space” for manatees in Florida who may need 24/7 vet care. 

By Cora Berchem, Director of  Multimedia and Manatee Research Associate 

Manatees On The Mend
Partner Facilities Remain Busy With Rescues, Releases

In August, a large, injured manatee 
was rescued by the MRP and 

transported to SeaWorld for care.
Photo courtesy of FWC.

Orphan manatee Piccolina rests in a 
manatee pool at ZooTampa. 

Photo courtesy of Marie Filipek.

mailto:membership%40savethemanatee.org?subject=Change%20of%20Address


 Sign up to receive our Action Alerts, eNewsletter, and deals from our manatee merchandise store at 
savethemanatee.org/signup.66

Summer is the off-season for manatees at 
Blue Spring but there has been some activity 
observed by the webcam and the manatee 
observer volunteers. Several adoptees were in 
the spring this summer. Annie and her calf were 
in for nine days in July and four days in August. 
Gator was in for five days in July and two in 
August. Lily dropped by a day apiece in both 
months. Floyd and Margarito were mentioned 
in the last update in July, but we haven't seen 
them since. Phyllis was also in one day in July 
and Lucille was spotted on September 6.

A summer roster of non-adoptee manatees 
with calves includes Peek-a-boo, Ann, Huss, 
Corinn, Vali, and Skiper. Seeing calves in the 
summer is always fun but then we have to 
worry about their showing up come fall. Since 
the last update another Blue Spring numbered 
manatee has died of a human-related cause (not 
watercraft). The manatee was a young male 
non-adoptee named Vadim.

Meanwhile, I transferred the data from my 
field notes to the attendance sheets which are 
much easier to work with. I can now estimate 
that 493 manatees spent the winter season 
depending on Blue Spring to get through the 
cold. This is seven less than the 500 from last 
season’s record, but too close to be significant. 
To get my estimate, I find out which manatees 
were seen before and after January and that is 
the number judged to have spent the winter. I 
may narrow January down as manatees respond 
to weather and not calendars.

Blue Spring manatees each have a Blue 
Spring ID number which is “BS” followed by 
a number. I often mention “unknowns” and 
“seasonals”. Unknowns are distinctively scared 
manatees that I do not recognize. Seasonals are 
animals barely marked at all that I hope to keep 
track of during the season. When the season’s 
over, all that qualify get a number and name and 
we hope to see them often in the future!

By Wayne Hartley, Manatee Specialist              

Blue Spring State Park Adoption Update
Blue Spring Summer Sightings On The Rise

The SMC webcams at Blue Spring captured images of several adoptees making brief summer 
stops in the spring run. Photos by SMC. 

Lucille

Margarito

Gator

Phyllis & calf

http://savethemanatee.org/signup


Save the Manatee Club’s 2022 manatee calendar 
features a captivating cover photo by renowned 
photographer and manatee friend, David Schrichte. 
Inside, the calendar presents a beautiful manatee photo 
for each month of the year along with educational 
facts about manatees. There are also bonus photos 
of our Adopt-A-Manatee® Program adoptees and a 
message from our Executive Director and prominent 
manatee expert, Patrick Rose. Measuring 12” x 24” 
when open, the calendar makes a thoughtful gift and a 
welcome addition to any manatee-enthusiast’s home or 
office. Receive a free calendar with any new adoption 
or renewal now through December 31. Need more 
calendars? They are also available to purchase for 
$15.00 at our online store shopsavethemanatee.org.

Manatees, 365 Days A Year! 2022
Save the ManateeSave the Manatee®® Club Club
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Save the ManateeSave the Manatee®® Club, co-founded by Jimmy Buffett,   Club, co-founded by Jimmy Buffett,  
is an award-winning, international nonprofit conservation is an award-winning, international nonprofit conservation 

organization and the voice for manatees since 1981.organization and the voice for manatees since 1981.

Does the company you work for have a Matching Gifts Program? If they do, your employer may be able to match 
your donations to Save the Manatee Club. Questions? Call us at 1-800-432-5646.
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Teachers often call us asking us for advice on 
how their students can help manatees, such as by 
raising funds. Fundraising is always appreciated 
because it also raises awareness for these 
gentle animals. Each year, schools get 
more creative with their fundraising 
methods. 

If your school is looking for ideas, 
here are a few of the activities in 
which classes have participated: bake 
sales, craft sales, manatee T-shirt sales, 
manatee-grams, penny jar drives, and 5K 
run/walks. In a few schools, classes have 
competed to see which class could raise enough 
money to adopt the most manatees. This year we 
have about 300 classroom adoptions. Adoption 
fees are used to further increase public awareness 
about the challenges that manatees face, assist 
our partners with the rescue and rehabilitation 
of manatees, and advocate for strong protection 
measures like boat speed zones and sanctuaries.

Earlier this year we were contacted by Sunset 
Park Elementary School in Winter Garden, Florida, 
with a whole new concept. Three years ago, the 
school created different "houses" that the students 
get assigned to and remain in throughout their 

elementary school journey. This year, each house 
chose a mascot of an endangered or threatened 
Florida species. Throughout the year, the students 

learn about their animal and why they are 
imperiled, and then raise funds for an 

organization that helps that animal. The 
Somnium House wanted to sponsor 
manatees not just once, but for the 
whole year! 

When I asked Lisa Kelly, head of 
the Somnium house, what inspired 

them to choose manatees she replied, 
“We chose the Manatee to be the mascot 

because the Latin word somnium translates to 
dream. Manatees always are so [gentle] and appear 
like a dream as they float through the water.” The 
kids told us they love their manatee mascot because 
"they are so cute and lovable. It is so important for 
us to help the manatees so they do not go extinct."

The school’s program involves videos and 
photos to create excitement and camaraderie 
among their classmates. This is an amazing way to 
engage the students and encourage them to be good 
stewards of the earth. With the 2021-2022 school 
year just beginning, I am eagerly waiting to see what 
activities the students decide to do!

Teachers, Students Raising Funds And Awareness
By Amy Wieck, Development Coordinator

https://www.shopsavethemanatee.org/


Donate to SMC every time you shop on Amazon. Go to smile.amazon.com, select 
Save the Manatee Club as your preferred charity, and then log in as you normally would. 

Amazon will then donate the equivalent of .5% of your eligible purchases to the Club.
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During the summer months, manatees 
disperse around Florida and adjacent states, so 
adoptee sightings are usually rarer than in the 
winter. However, representing the Tampa Bay 
adoptees, Jemp made a surprising 
return, spotted by our partners 
from Mote Marine Lab in a mating 
herd in Roberts Bay near Venice, 
Florida, on June 6, 2021. This is 
the first sighting we received for 
Jemp since 2017! Mating herds 
are common during the summer 
months and can often be seen in 
shallow coastal areas. It is always 
important to give the manatees 
space and observe from a distance. 

Millie has also been seen 
multiple times over the summer in 

the Silver River by our partners from Clearwater 
Marine Aquarium Research Institute and by the 
public. It will be interesting to see where Millie 
decides to spend the upcoming winter!

By Cora Berchem, Director of  Multimedia and Manatee Research Associate 

Tampa Bay and East Coast Adoption Update
Jemp Makes An Appearance, Millie Keeps Moving

Adoptee Jemp spotted in June near Venice, Florida. 
Photo courtesy of Mote Marine Lab.

Summer Storms Bring Manatees
By Dr. Ruth Carmichael, Director, DISL/MSN, & Elizabeth Hieb, Research Technician, DISL/MSN

This August, as Hurricane Ida came ashore, 
Dauphin Island Sea Lab’s Manatee Sighting 
Network (DISL/MSN) received some interesting 
manatee sighting reports. Storm surge and 
flooding from tropical systems can sometimes 
move manatees into ponds, culverts, or 
other areas that are not normally accessible. 
Hurricane Ida dropped more than 11 inches of 
rain in coastal Alabama! DISL/MSN received 
reports of a group of at least five manatees 
following the rising waters along the banks of 
the Dog River in Alabama. Videos showed the 
group cavorting, socializing, and feeding on grass 
in the backyards of waterfront homes. DISL/
MSN monitored this group for signs of distress 
and found the manatees moved back into the 
main river channel as water levels receded 

where they continued feeding and behaving 
normally. Among the manatees in this group was 
TMA013, nicknamed “Kellogg.” First tagged by 
DISL/MSN in 2017, Kellogg was last observed 
near Shell Beach, Louisiana, during August 
2019. We are excited to see Kellogg back in the 
northern Gulf! We can also confirm that Save 
the Manatee Club adoptee Bama was sighted in 
late September in the Dog River near Mobile, 
Alabama.  

Overall, manatee sightings in the northern 
Gulf have decreased since mid-August, when 
a very large group of 26 manatees moved out 
of the area traveling east along the Florida 
panhandle. As temperatures start to cool, we 
expect to see more manatees migrating to 
warmer Florida waters for the winter.

Alabama/DISL Adoption Update

http://smile.amazon.com


Answers on page 10.

The Take-A-Break Activity Corner
SMC Trivia: 40th Anniversary Edition

Do you know Save the Manatee Club? Let's find out!
Instructions: Select one choice for each question below.

1.  What year was Save the Manatee Club established? 
 A. 1960
 B. 1972
 C. 1981
 D. 2001

2. Who are the co-founders of Save the Manatee Club?
 A. Warren Buffett and Martha Stewart
 B. Jack Hanna and Steve Irwin
 C. Jimmy Buffett and Bob Graham
 D. Alec Baldwin and Jimmy Kimmel

3. Which federal law directly protects manatees?
 A. Clean Water Act
 B. Endangered Species Act
 C. National Environmental Policy Act
 D. Wilderness Act

4. What is Save the Manatee Club’s motto?
 A. The voice for manatees since 1981
 B. A voice for manatees since 1960
 C. Saving manatees since 1972
 D. Fighting for manatees since 2001

5. What organization was Save the Manatee Club 
associated with before incorporating? 
 A. Defenders of Wildlife
 B. Greenpeace
 C. Sierra Club
 D. Florida Audubon Society 

6. Which Florida state agency coordinates manatee 
rescues?
 A. Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation   
      Commission
 B. Department of Environmental Protection
 C. Florida Geological Survey
 D. Florida Department of State

7. Which adoptee has been in the Adopt-A-Manatee 
program since its inception?
 A. Whiskers
 B. Ariel
 C. Brutus
 D. Margarito

8. In what country are manatees NOT found?
 A. Spain 
 B. Mexico
 C. Senegal
 D. Brazil

9. What is Save the Manatee Club's primary goal?
 A. Education
 B. Legislation
 C. Conservation
 D. All of the above

10. Which of these is not a manatee species?
 A. West Indian Manatee
 B. Asian Manatee
 C. African Manatee
 D. Amazonian Manatee

11. Which Florida county does NOT have a Manatee 
Protection Plan?
 A. Lee County (Fort Myers area)
 B. Monroe County (the Florida Keys)
 C. Volusia County (Blue Spring area)
 D. Brevard County (Space Coast area)

12. What is the northernmost state a manatee has 
been sighted?
 A. New Jersey
 B. Maine
 C. Massachusetts
 D. Georgia
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You can request a copy of this PSA for your 
company, website, or local newsletters. 

Email your request to  
media@savethemanatee.org.

 Standard and custom sizes are available. 

Trivia Answers: 1C | 2C | 3B | 4A | 5D | 6A | 7C | 8A | 9D | 10B | 11B | 12C

Man versus Manatee - "Scale"

Rachel "Jo" Arnow began illustrating Man versus Manatee in 2012. She had no intention of starting 
a webcomic when she jotted down a sketch of a manatee munching on a diver's hand, but that 
episode, titled "Man versus Manatee," soon became the start of an entire series that continues to 
this day. Read more about Rachel's story, and find more episodes, at manvsmanatee.com.

Sign up now for the 18th 
Annual Save the Manatee 5K!

Registration for the 18th Annual 
Save the Manatee 5K is open at 
savethemanatee5k.com. This year, the 
race is completely virtual. Join thousands 
of manatee fans from around the world in 
this virtual event that can be completed 
anywhere, anytime, with any 
activity. Racers receive a packet, 
which includes a manatee 
t-shirt, medal, and race bib. 
Proceeds from the event 
support Save the Manatee Club.

Join us for the 35th Annual 
Florida Manatee Festival!

The Florida Manatee Festival 
in downtown Crystal River 
will take place Saturday, 
January 15th, 9am-5pm, 
and Sunday, January 16th, 9am-4pm. This 
event hosts live music, retail and craft 
vendors, boat and kayak tours, and fun 
kids activities! Entrance fee is $5 for ages 
13 and up. Free parking will be available. 
This event is hosted by Citrus County 
Chamber of Commerce. For more info 
visit gomanateefest.com or call the 
Chamber of Commerce at 352-795-3149.

Adopt-A-Manatee® This Holiday Season!
Join us in spreading holiday cheer 

Dear manatee friend,

Thank you for being an invaluable member of Save 
the Manatee® Club! Our Adopt-A-Manatee® program is 
at the heart of our work, allowing us to be your voice 
for defenseless manatees worldwide. 

In the spirit of the holidays, Save the 
Manatee Club is honored to help you give 
holiday cheer to your family, friends, and 
loved ones. 

Our specialized Adopt-A-Manatee® program 
features real, living manatees, each with their 
own unique personality and history. An adoption of one of 
our manatees helps all manatees worldwide, and assists us in 
educating others about this endearing species.  

You can spread the calm and joy manatees bring while helping us work toward solutions 
for the many challenges they and their habitat face. Please, use the enclosed form, go 
online, or call us to help share the passion, and adopt a manatee for yourself and as a gift 
for the special people in your life. 

I appreciate knowing we can count on you to continue helping us educate, advocate, and 
sponsor actions crucial to saving manatee lives.

Wishing you a warm and safe holiday season, 

Patrick M. Rose 
CPM, Executive Director

Hurry! 
Mailed-in forms must be 

received by December 12th 
for holiday delivery.

Save the Manatee® Club ∙ 533 Versailles Dr. Ste. 100 ∙ Maitland, FL 32751
savethemanatee.org ∙ 1-800-432-JOIN (5646)1010

mailto:media%40savethemanatee.org?subject=PSA%20Request
http://manvsmanatee.com
http://savethemanatee5k.com
http://www.gomanateefest.com/


Adopt-A-Manatee® This Holiday Season!
Join us in spreading holiday cheer 

Dear manatee friend,

Thank you for being an invaluable member of Save 
the Manatee® Club! Our Adopt-A-Manatee® program is 
at the heart of our work, allowing us to be your voice 
for defenseless manatees worldwide. 

In the spirit of the holidays, Save the 
Manatee Club is honored to help you give 
holiday cheer to your family, friends, and 
loved ones. 

Our specialized Adopt-A-Manatee® program 
features real, living manatees, each with their 
own unique personality and history. An adoption of one of 
our manatees helps all manatees worldwide, and assists us in 
educating others about this endearing species.  

You can spread the calm and joy manatees bring while helping us work toward solutions 
for the many challenges they and their habitat face. Please, use the enclosed form, go 
online, or call us to help share the passion, and adopt a manatee for yourself and as a gift 
for the special people in your life. 

I appreciate knowing we can count on you to continue helping us educate, advocate, and 
sponsor actions crucial to saving manatee lives.

Wishing you a warm and safe holiday season, 

Patrick M. Rose 
CPM, Executive Director

Hurry! 
Mailed-in forms must be 

received by December 12th 
for holiday delivery.

Save the Manatee® Club ∙ 533 Versailles Dr. Ste. 100 ∙ Maitland, FL 32751
savethemanatee.org ∙ 1-800-432-JOIN (5646)



Save the Manatee® Club Membership Information
Membership Packet Materials

For as little as 7 cents a day you can help manatees! To show our appreciation for your support, every 
manatee adoption packet includes: 

•	 A one-year membership to Save the Manatee Club.

•	 A biography and official adoption certificate of the manatee you choose.

•	 A membership handbook filled with photos, facts, and information. (With new adoptions)

•	 Our official newsletter, The Manatee Zone, four times a year.

•	 A FREE 2022 Save the Manatee Club Calendar, while supplies last.

•	 A FREE membership gift, listed below.

500 N. Maitland Ave.
Maitland, FL 32751

1-800-432-JOIN (5646)
www.savethemanatee.org

“ We must work ceaselessly and 
tirelessly to protect our true heritage - 

this nation’s natural resources, 
of which the manatee is a part - 

so we have something of real value 
to pass on to our children. 

ere’s still so much to be done!”
                           - Jimmy Buffett

Save the Manatee Club 
Manatee Guide

Photo © David Schrichte

Photo © David Schrichte

Associate ($25)
Our Associate level is a 
great way to show support 
for manatees and the Club 
without stretching your budget! 
Associate members receive an 
adoption or renewal packet, 

complete with a biography and certificate 
of adoption for your selected manatee 
and our membership handbook. You will 
also receive updates about your adopted 
manatee and our quarterly newsletters!

Educator ($20)
When you adopt or renew your class 
or group membership at the discounted 
Educator rate, you will receive our 
educator’s guide, informational poster, 
and other educational items. Due to tax 
substantiation laws the discounted school 
membership is ineligible for a membership gift.

Guardian ($100)
Guardians of the manatee can collect a hip pouch as 
their membership gift. This pack is 12” x 4” x 2” with 
an extendable strap to accommodate most waist sizes. 

The manatee is reflective and printed on a 
durable polyester canvas with a zippered 

pouch and additional 
zippered security 
pouch on the back 

side.  

Steward ($500)
At the highest level of support, our manatee Stewards 

will receive their adoption or renewal packet 
plus a sling pack! The pack is made of 

honeycomb polyester with a 
large zippered compartment 

and a smaller zippered front 
pocket. It measures 17” 
x 13” x 6” and has an 
extendable shoulder strap.

Friend ($35)
When adopting or renewing your membership, 
a manatee Friend will receive all the Associate level 

materials along with an intricately 
designed SMC bandanna. This 

large bandanna measures 21.5” 
square! It is made of 100% 

cotton and is machine 
washable.

Sponsor ($55)
When you become a manatee Sponsor you will receive 
your adoption or renewal packet materials as well as an 

exclusive 40th Anniversary 
membership t-shirt. 
Made of a 52% airlume 
cotton/48% poly blend 
material, adult sizes 
are available in small 

through 4XL, and youth 
sizes are available in small 

through large.

All Membership Levels
When you adopt or renew at any level 
you can choose to receive a free 2022 
Save the Manatee Club Calendar! 
Available while supplies last!© David Schrichte

Fr. Cvr.

2022
Save the Manatee®  Club

Save the Manatee® Club, co-founded by Jimmy Buffett,  
is an award-winning, international nonprofit  conservation  

organization and the voice for manatees since 1981.



I want to adopt a manatee for the holidays!
Please use the form below to adopt a manatee for yourself or as a gift for 
someone else. Adopting lots of manatees? Make copies of this form or continue 
on additional sheets of paper. Or adopt online at savethemanatee.org/adopt.M

ZN
O

V2
1

YOUR INFORMATION
Name:        

Address:       

        

Phone:        

Email:        

PAYMENT INFORMATION
$  Adoption Dues   Credit Card

$  Extra Donation   Check

$  Grand Total   Certificate

For credit card payments fill out the information below:

Card #:                   

Cardholder:           Exp. Date:             

IS THIS MEMBERSHIP FOR SOMEONE ELSE? Please include their information below.

Recipient Name:         Recipient is a child         years old.

Address:              

Gift is for a special occasion:                  Send renewal notice to:   Me  Recipient 

Gift message:                   Send packet and gift to:   Me  Recipient

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION
Manatee Name(s):      

 $25 Associate    $35 Friend   $55 Sponsor   $100 Guardian       $500 Steward

 $20 Educator (discounted level for teachers) → # in Class:          Grade/Level:      

Name on Adoption Certificate:           

Send the FREE gift:  Yes    No, thank you.  Send newsletter by:  USPS  Email

Send 2022 calendar:  Yes   No, thank you.  Send renewal by:  USPS  Email

Send the packet:  Yes   No, thank you.  Accept emails from SMC:   Yes   No

Notes to Membership Team:             

Recipient Name:      

Address:       

        

Gift message:       

 Gift recipient is a child,  years old

 Gift is for a special occasion:    

Manatee Name:             

Membership Level:             
Deliver materials to:  Me   Recipient
Include free gift:  Yes   No
Include calendar:  Yes   No
Send renewal to:  Me   Recipient
Your recipient will receive a copy of the newsletter by mail. Save the 
Manatee Club respects the privacy of our constituents. We do not 
share, sell, or publish our members’ names or addresses.

FOR ANOTHER NEW HOLIDAY GIFT ADOPTION, fill out the information below.

(options on the previous page)

Return this form with check or money order to: 

533 Versailles Dr. Suite 100, Maitland, FL 32751
1-800-432-JOIN (5646) ∙ www.savethemanatee.org

501c(3) registered non-profit ∙ EIN: 59-3131709



HOMOSASSA SPRINGS MANATEES
ARIEL: Just two weeks old when she 
was rescued with her mom, Amanda, 
Ariel is a regular at the manatee 
education programs.

BETSY: Betsy is very friendly and 
curious and is quick to investigate 
anything new. In 2017 she returned 
from Ohio’s Cincinnati Zoo, where she 
served as a companion for manatees in 
rehabilitation.

BLUE SPRING MANATEES
ANNIE: Rescued as an orphaned calf 
and released back to the wild in 2008, 
Annie is not shy and is quite popular 
with park visitors.

AQUA: First sighted at Blue Spring in 
December 2011, Aqua has since been 
a regular visitor. She has two known 
calves.

BRUTUS: One of the largest manatees, 
Brutus weighs in at almost 1,800 pounds 
and has been a regular since 1970.

DEEP DENT: A medium-sized male 
who first arrived at Blue Spring in 1979, 
Deep Dent gets his name from a deep, 
“dent-like” propeller wound on his tail.

DOC: Returning to Blue Spring every 
winter since 1976, Doc is nearly ten feet 
in length and is frequently spotted at the 
park in the summer.

FLASH: A large male manatee first 
identified in 1977, Flash is shy and will 
take off in a “flash” when disturbed.

FLOYD: Born in the summer of 1978, 
Floyd is easily identified by an old injury 
that left him with only half a tail.

GATOR: First identified in 2011, Gator 
got his name when he was spotted on 
the webcam playing with an alligator.

HOWIE: A large male known to winter 
at the park since 1971, Howie once 
tipped over the research canoe – with 
the researchers in it!

LENNY: Born in 1978, Lenny winters at 
Blue Spring each year. He prefers rest to 
all other activities.

LESLEY: A New Adoptee! Lesley 
suffered a boat hit in 2015. She needed 
several surgeries and nearly three years 
in rehabilitation to recover from her 
injuries. She has had two calves and is 
now a winter visitor again at Blue Spring 
State Park. 

LILY: One of the few adult females to 
regularly winter at the park, Lily has 
returned each year since 1974 and is the 
mother of several calves.

LUCILLE: Born in 1980, Lucille had 
her first calf at an early age and became 
a grandmother in 1993.

MARGARITO: Margarito, the son of 
Lily, has returned to Blue Spring every 
winter. He can be identified by his 
missing left flipper.

MERLIN: Merlin has been wintering at 
the spring since 1970. His nickname is 
“Tail-End Charlie” since he often arrives 
late each year.

MOO SHOO: First identified in 2010, 
Moo Shoo loves to nudge the research 
canoe and is very photogenic. She has 
had two calves.

NICK: His unusual behavior, such 
as traveling north when all the other 
manatees are heading south, has earned 
him the nickname “Crazy Nick.”

PADDY DOYLE: Named after the 
famous “fighting Irishman,” Paddy Doyle 
is one of the feistiest manatees in the 
Blue Spring area.

PHILIP: Born in the summer of 
1982, Philip is playful and seems to 
love following the research canoe 
everywhere.

PHYLLIS: Phyllis is believed to have 
been born in 1985. In 1991, she 
gave birth to twins—a rare event for 
manatees. She is now the mother of 
several calves.

ROCKET: Rescued as a tiny orphan in 
2006, Rocket is small for a male but it 
only makes him that much faster!

UNA: Rescued as an orphan in 2003, 
Una was released and gave birth to 
several calves. She had to be rescued 
again in 2017 due to fishing line 
wrapped around both flippers.

WHISKERS: Born to Dana in 1996, 
Whiskers is an exceptionally curious 
manatee and ventured away from his 
mother at a very young age.

SOUTHWEST FLORIDA MANATEES
ELSIE: Elsie is easily identified by her 
tail, which was badly injured by a boat 
propeller, but she has not been spotted 
in several years.

FLICKER: A female first documented 
in the winter of 1983, Flicker’s name 
comes from her many small propeller 
scars that resemble flickering flames.

GINGER: Known for spending summers 
in the Marco Island area, Ginger has two 
known calves – one is named Ale!

JEMP: Rescued in July 1995 after being 
exposed to red tide, Jemp travels in a 
wide range along Florida’s west coast.

VECTOR: A traveling manatee who 
has been tracked as far north as the 
Suwannee River and as far south as the 
Peace River.

EAST COAST MANATEES
CHESSIE: First sighted in the 
Chesapeake Bay in Maryland in July, 
1994, he has been known to travel 
along the southeast coast of the U.S.

ILLUSION: Illusion was rescued in 
March 2010 after a boat strike. After 
being released, she is often seen at the 
FPL Riviera Beach power plant and 
along the coast of Southeast Florida.

MILLIE: First identified in 1980, Millie 
is one of the largest manatees ever 
recorded. She is a traveler with a long 
sighting history along Florida’s southeast 
coast. Millie has had several calves.

ALABAMA MANATEES
BAMA: The first manatee ever captured 
and tagged in Alabama waters. Bama 
migrates from Alabama to Crystal River, 
Florida, each winter.

Meet Our Adoptable Manatees

Save the Manatee® Club is a 501c(3) non-profit. Donations are tax-deductible. The value of membership benefits fall within current gift substantiation laws and do not reduce tax deductions. 
Save the Manatee Club does not share, sell, or publish our donors’ names or addresses. A COPY OF OUR OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVI-
SION OF CONSUMER SERVICES OF YOUR STATE BY CALLING TOLL-FREE WITHIN YOUR STATE. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE.  YOU 

MAY ALSO VIEW ORGANIZATIONAL AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION AT WWW.GUIDESTAR.ORG/PROFILE/59-3131709.

Homosassa Springs manatees are the easiest to meet in person because they are permanent residents of the park and can be 
visited at any time of the year. Blue Spring manatees, though wild, are spotted frequently at the spring during the winter season and 
sometimes during the summer. The rest of our adoptees are sighted intermittently and their behavior is more unpredictable. They 

may travel long distances and be recorded at multiple locations around Florida throughout the year.



Marvelous Manatee Coloring Book
This coloring book contains over 30 pages 
of enchanting illustrations, line drawings, 
and manatee patterns. Single-sided pages 
prevent markers from bleeding through 
onto the next illustration. Color with 
pencils, crayons, or markers, and then 
frame and display your 8.5" x 11" artwork. 
Illustrated by Connie Roy. 

Item #56210 Price $11.95

Plush 13" Manatee
With embroidered eyes and 
nose, and made from 100% 
post-consumer and recycled 
materials, our new super-
soft, 13" Eco Pal plush is the 
perfect size to hold and cuddle at any age. 

Item #90083 Price $14.00

3D Metal Manatee Ornament
This Save the Manatee Club exclusive item features 
a charming manatee design with 3D elements. 
Boxed and ready to give as a gift to the 
manatee enthusiast in your life, or to keep 
for yourself! Measures 2.75" across and 
hangs from a silver thread.

Item #91041 Price $22.00

Manatee Tinkler Wind Chime
This beautiful handmade wind chime is made 
from only metal and glass. The manatee is 
6" across and the three strips of art glass 
are 3" long. The glass colors will vary in 
shades of blue. 

Item #91103 Price $34.00

Slipper Socks NO WAKE ZONE  
These comfy socks rise to just below the 
ankle and have no-slip material on the 
soles. They are made of 75% cotton, 15% 
nylon, and 10% spandex and are available 
in one size which fits a women's 9-11 shoe.

Item #30210 Price $5.95

The Florida Manatee: Biology and 
Conservation (2nd Edition)
A captivating read that appeals not only 
to individuals of the scientific mindset, but 
to anyone who is intrigued by this majestic 
mammal. This softcover text contains 
300 pages of information and photos 
that discuss manatees, their environment, 
migration, and much more. Written by 
Roger L. Reep and Robert K. Bonde. 

Item #10202 Price $32.00

Manatee Merchandise
Find these items and more at shopsavethemanatee.org.
For questions, please call our toll free number at 1-800-432-5646, or 
email catalog@savethemanatee.org.

Due to worldwide supply shortages and long shipping times, items may go out of stock quickly. If you plan to pay by 
check, we strongly encourage you to call and place your order first to confirm availability and reserve your items.

HOW TO ORDER: 
 » Order online: Go to shopsavethemanatee.org.

 » Order by phone: Call toll-free 1-800-432-JOIN (5646) in 
the United States and Canada. Our office hours are  Monday 
through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. EST.

 » Order by mail: Send a check or money order to 533 
Versailles Dr., Ste. 100, Maitland, FL 32751. Call to 
receive an estimate of shipping costs. Orders shipped to a 
Florida address must include payment for a 6.5% sales tax.

Visit shopsavethemanatee.org or call 1-800-432-JOIN (5646) to order today.

Watercolor Holiday Card
This beautiful watercolor holiday card has 
an inside message that reads "May your 
season be filled with joy, wonder, and love." 
Each pack includes 12 cards and envelopes, 
and the card measures 5" x 7". They are 
printed in the U.S. on uncoated Sustainable 
Forestry Initiative certified cardstock. 

Item #80120 Price $13.95 $8.50

Manatee Beach Puzzle–500 Pieces
Enjoy this unique and beautiful 500- 
piece jigsaw puzzle by Corbert Gauth-
ier. The puzzle is round, measuring 
19.5" in diameter and uses soy-based 
inks on recycled board. Made in the 
U.S. Also available for purchase is a 
manatee-shaped, 1000-piece puzzle 
for $19.95 (Item #90265).

Item #90300 Price $13.95
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Watch Manatee Webcams at

ManaTV.org

Get Up Close and Personal !

Would you like to use an article in this newsletter as reference material? 
You can use this APA citation style template: 

Author Last name, First name. (2021, November). Article Title. The Manatee Zone, 40(4). Page #

You can request a copy of this ad for your 
company or local newsletters. 

Email: media@savethemanatee.org

Donate Today
To read about the highlights of the Club’s impressive accomplishments, go to 

savethemanatee.org/smcinfo. Our work is only possible with your help. Please 
continue your generous support at savethemanatee.org/donate, or call us at 
1-800-432-JOIN (5646) to help us continue our ongoing efforts to protect manatees 

and their aquatic habitat.  Thank you! 
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