
Restoring The Ocklawaha River
Save the Manatee Club has joined over 50 organizations representing 

thousands of members from across Florida and beyond as part of the Free 
the Ocklawaha River Coalition (FORCe). Its mission is to restore the 
Ocklawaha to a free-flowing river, reconnecting the Silver and St. Johns 
rivers, and elevating the regional benefits for everyone. Over the past 18 
months, we have worked with our coalition members to encourage elected 
officials and state agencies to enact legislation and provide funding for this 
important project.

The Ocklawaha River is part of the Great Florida Riverway; a vast, 215-
mile river system that begins at the Green Swamp west of Orlando, emerges 
from Lake Apopka, continues through the Harris Chain of Lakes, and then 
heads north, towards Palatka where it meets the St. Johns River and the 
largest estuary in Florida. The Ocklawaha connects with 

By Kim Dinkins, Senior Conservation Associate

Helping FWS Make Up For Lost Time
The good news today is that with your unwavering help Save the 

Manatee’s Voice For Manatees Since 1981 is being heard loud and clear. We 
recently announced our strong support for the proposed congressional 
action by U.S. Representatives Vern Buchanan (FL-16) and Darren Soto 
(FL-06) to introduce the Manatee Protection Act of 2021 which calls to 
re-list the manatee as an Endangered Species, reversing the wrong done 
by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) in 2017 when they prematurely 
took imperiled manatees off the list. In the bill's August 9 press release, I 
stated, “Save the Manatee Club (SMC) supports the bold decisive actions 
of Congressmen Vern Buchanan and Darren Soto. The tragic loss of nearly 
20% of the Florida manatees’ East Coast population in just six months alone 
confirms what a terrible mistake it was for manatees to be prematurely 
taken off the list of Endangered Species. The 2017 decision 

By Patrick M. Rose, Executive Director

SMC adoptee Chessie prepares for release at Riviera Beach in May 2021 after 
being rescued for buoyancy problems. Photo by Cora Berchem, SMC.
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by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service took place 
over the objections of scientists who warned the 
agency that such tragic consequences 
were likely to occur. While Save the 
Manatee Club recognizes that direct 
Congressional action is unusual, we 
believe the emergency nature of the 
problems facing imperiled manatees 
warrant such immediate action to ensure 
the necessary recovery actions are 
taken in time to reverse the devastating 
consequences of failing to protect the 
manatees' Critical Habitat within the 
Indian River Lagoon and elsewhere.” 

While the Manatee Protection Act of 
2021 alone cannot make up for recently 
lost recovery opportunities and failing 
aquatic ecosystems, this bipartisan 
effort, together with the FWS’s newly 
appointed leadership, can set the stage 
for the agency to restore the Manatee 
Recovery Program’s staffing, funding, and 
recovery priorities that had led to its 
many successes during previous decades. 
These historic achievements were made 
possible by a strong Manatee Recovery 
Team supported by a diversified subset of 
specialized working groups comprised of 
manatee experts representing the Marine 
Mammal Commission, the Florida Fish 
and Wildlife Conservation Commission 
(FWC) and other Florida State agencies, 
the U.S. Geological Survey, and experts 
from Non-Governmental Organizations 
like SMC, informed boating groups, 
and representatives from the Electric 
Utilities. A much higher priority must be given 
to reversing the accelerating threats and risks 
to manatees and their official 'Critical Habitat'. 
Florida cannot continue to expand and use its 
natural resources unsustainably, putting profits 
over its future, without suffering more devastating 
problems going forward.

My criticism of FWS’s biologically unwarranted 
downlisting of manatees aside, I want to 
emphasize our steadfast commitment to working 
collaboratively with all our partners, using the most 

accurate scientific data available to make the best 
decisions possible for the benefit of manatees and 

the Florida waterways we all share. The 
FWS and their reduced but still highly 
qualified recovery staff deserves praise 
for their efforts to champion the priceless 
partnership to save sick and injured 
manatees known as the Manatee Rescue 
and Rehabilitation Partnership (MRP). As 
a founding member of the MRP, SMC is 
extremely grateful to FWS, FWC, and 
our many other essential partners. The 
MRP is responsible for saving hundreds 
of manatees that would have otherwise 
died, rescuing them and nursing them 
back to health before returning them 
to the wild. Although we are extremely 
grateful for each of the more than 100 
manatees that have been rescued so far 
in 2021, we must remain vigilant. With 
your continued help, we are working 
tirelessly to ensure that every possible 
step is taken over the intervening weeks 
before this winter to ensure that we 
don’t have another loss of hundreds 
of manatees due to malnutrition and 
starvation.

In addition to saving manatee 
lives today, the restoration of the 
manatees’ habitat requires that the 
FWS immediately reinitiate formal 
Section 7 Consultations with both the 
Environmental Protection Agency and 
the U.S. Army Corp of Engineers and 
demand that new scientifically based 
water quality standards are set–and 

met–to restore our seagrasses. We simply cannot 
accept anything less than the best efforts from 
the FWS in leading a renewed Manatee Recovery 
Program with the support of many willing partners 
as we make up for lost time in overcoming the 
serious threats and risks to manatees and their 
aquatic ecosystems today and for the foreseeable 
future. Slipping further towards a catastrophic and 
irreversible future for manatees and their aquatic 
ecosystems is not an option.

Helping FWS

MRP Partners:

continued from page 1



A will is a powerful way to plan for the future and protect the people and causes (like protecting manatees!) 
that you care about. We’ve partnered with FreeWill to provide a free, online will-writing tool for Club 

supporters. Get started on your will at freewill.com/savethemanatee. Many supporters also choose to 
create taxwise gifts from their IRA or appreciated stocks. If you’re 70.5 years young, give from your IRA today 
or transfer appreciated assets and give a gift of stock at freewill.com/stocks/savethemanatee. We are 
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Silver Springs near Ocala, where it receives more 
than 60% of its flow before meeting the St. Johns 
River. This Great Florida Riverway is home to 50 
freshwater springs: 25 at Silver Springs, five in the 
Harris Chain of Lakes, and 20 that are drowned behind 
an impoundment created by Kirkpatrick (Rodman) 
Dam within the Ocklawaha River.

Constructed for a canal that was never completed, 
the dam flooded more than 7,500 acres of forested 
wetlands and 16 miles of the Ocklawaha River, along 
with its 20 springs. The dam blocks the natural 
connection of the Ocklawaha to the St. Johns River. 
This blockage prevents the natural passage of fish, 
like striped bass and American shad. It also prevents 
the uninhibited passage of manatees from the Atlantic 
Ocean to warm water refuge provided by natural 
springs within the Ocklawaha River. 

A restored Ocklawaha would provide necessary 
warm water habitat, which is crucial to sustaining 
a healthy population of manatees and is becoming 
increasingly important as other artificial warm water 
areas are slated to close. Scientists estimate that 
many hundreds of manatees could use the system 

for warm water refuge and forage during cold winter 
months. While some manatees are already using the 
Silver and Ocklawaha rivers, they must pass through 
a lock-system which is possible, but dangerous. 

Not only would a restored Ocklawaha River 
provide habitat for manatees and allow passage for 
migratory fish and shellfish, it would also reestablish 
and link forested wetlands used by migratory birds, 
black bears, Florida panthers, and other wildlife, and 
provide additional passive recreation opportunities 
for Florida’s citizens and visitors. Economists estimate 
that about 30,000 visitors would come just to view 
manatees. 

The continued decline of water quality, spring flow, 
wetland forests, fish, wildlife, and recreation within the 
Ocklawaha has led American Rivers to designate the 
river as one of America’s Most Endangered Rivers® 
of 2020. Like the Everglades to the south, restoring 
the Ocklawaha is vital to improving the ecosystem 
and economic health of north and central Florida.

Please visit freetheocklawaha.com to learn more 
and add your voice to the thousands of Floridians 
seeking to restore the Great Florida Riverway. 

Ocklawaha River

Above: The Rodman Dam. Photo courtesy of Doug Engle. 
Right: The Ocklawaha River (red) pools behind the 

Rodman Dam (green), flooding the 20 natural springs 
that could provide winter habitat for manatees.

continued from page 1
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By Kate Spratt, Park Services Specialist, Homosassa Springs Wildlife State Park             

Homosassa Randomizes Manatee Feeding Schedule

Enjoying the cool spring waters, soaking up 
the warm morning sun and relaxing the hot days 
away in the shade while eating snacks—sounds 
like a nice vacation, right? That’s what our 
adoptable manatees, Ariel and Betsy, do on the 
daily! Rehab manatee "Heinz" also takes part 
in the activities while she continues to build up 
strength. Our wildlife care team and veterinarian 
monitor her progress for potential release in the 
future. All three manatees have access to the 
spring and can be viewed from various locations 
including the Underwater Observatory, Long 
River Bridge, and manatee care pool. 

Historically our park had three scheduled 
manatee educational programs each day and 
visitors could observe our manatees eating 
during that time. With guidance from our 

veterinarian, we switched our manatees to 
random feeding times during the day. This more 
closely resembles how they may feed in the wild 
and provides enrichment when a schedule is not 
followed. We plan on bringing back our manatee 
programs in the future, but in the meantime a 
park ranger or volunteer is available to answer 
questions during the unscheduled feedings. 
Remember that it is illegal to feed anything 
to wild manatees. 

We encourage you to come and visit our 
adoptable manatees. Our state park is open 
with tram transportation provided between the 
Visitor Center on US-19 and the West Entrance 
on Fishbowl Drive. For the most up-to-date 
information on park happenings, please visit the 
park’s website at floridastateparks.org.

Ellie Schiller Homosassa Springs Wildlife State Park Adoption Update

By now, you have heard about the devastating 
unusual manatee mortality event in the Indian 
River Lagoon on the Atlantic coast of Florida. 
Harmful algal blooms (HABs) have led to a loss of 
seagrass coverage, leaving little to no forage for 
manatees residing in this area during the winter. 
Sadly, red tide algal blooms are also returning 
to the Gulf coast of Florida, which can harm 
manatees with a potent neurotoxin.

At Save the Manatee Club (SMC), we are 
constantly asked what an individual can do to 
help with this problem. Unfortunately, there isn’t 
one easy solution. Nutrient pollution, mainly 
phosphorus and nitrogen, has been entering 
Florida’s waterways–like the Indian River 
Lagoon–for decades and it can’t be removed 
in a single day. Cleaning up these waterways 
and restoring seagrasses will take a lot of time, 
money, and cooperation between partner 
agencies and organizations. But please don’t 
be discouraged—there are some immediate 
and ongoing actions you can take now to help 
manatees and their habitat for the future.

 ● Reduce water pollution. Yard chemicals, 
including fertilizer and herbicides, enter our 
waterways and fuel HABs. Fertilize less, or not 
at all, and know your local fertilizer regulations. 
Even if you don’t live near the water, all 
waterways are connected and your actions can 
affect water systems far away.
 ● Protect seagrasses. When boating, prevent 

damage to seagrasses by avoiding boating over 
them, or by trimming up your motor.
 ● Be a voice for manatees. Write to your 

elected officials and urge them to help manatees 
and the Indian River Lagoon. Save the Manatee 
Club needs your support and your voice.
 ● Spread the word to neighbors and 

friends. Let them know about the harmful 
effects of fertilizer, the conditions that lead to 
seagrass loss, and what they can to do help. 
Share SMC’s resources with coworkers and 
social media friends. 

Additional information and links can be found 
at savethemanatee.org/algae.

Preventing Harmful Algal Blooms: What Can You Do?
By Ally Greco, Director of  Communications and Outreach

http://savethemanatee.org/signup
https://www.floridastateparks.org/parks-and-trails/ellie-schiller-homosassa-springs-wildlife-state-park
https://www.savethemanatee.org/how-to-help/take-action/floridas-algae-blooms/
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Over 100 manatees have already been rescued 
this year as part of the Manatee Rescue and 
Rehabilitation Partnership (MRP). Our partners 
at multiple rehabilitation facilities are continuing 
to provide life-saving care for these manatees. 
Manatee “MaryKate,” who we helped rescue in early 
January of this year, is recovering nicely at SeaWorld 
Orlando. Rescued at barely 100 pounds, she spent 
the first few months in a shallow, critical care 
pool along with other rescued orphans. Recently 
her health improved and, now weighing in at 195 
pounds, the team moved her into the larger front 
pool where she feeds on lettuce and enjoys the 
company of about a dozen other manatees. Save 
the Manatee Club staff members visited her in late 
June and she looked great! 

"Mandy," who we helped rescue in March 2021 
at Blue Spring along with her dependent male calf, 
was released into the natural environment at Blue 
Spring on July 14. Mandy had become emaciated over 
the course of the winter season, 
requiring intervention. On the 
day of her rescue, her ribs were 
showing, and she exhibited what 
researchers refer to as a ‘peanut 
head’ where the area behind the 
head is sunken in and the skull is 
showing. Although food sources 
nearby were plentiful, Mandy did 
not thrive during the late winter. 
Most likely she was expending all 
her energy to nurse her growing 
calf, nick-named "Manilow" by 
SeaWorld staff after singer Barry 
Manilow’s song Mandy. Manilow 
was a robust calf, however he 
was still nursing on Mandy, so 
they were rescued together. 
Mandy gained almost 400 pounds during her time 
in rehabilitation and weighed approximately 1,300 
pounds upon release. It was nice to see them swim 
back out into the St. Johns River and we’re looking 
forward to seeing them at Blue Spring next winter.

We also recently visited our partner ZooTampa 
at Lowry Park which is currently caring for more 
than a dozen manatees. We delivered the latest 
assortment of items purchased from our Amazon 
Wishlist by generous donors. Items included milk 

replacement formula, oils, and 
supplements for the manatees, as 
well as many items for their general 
care. Among many others, the zoo 
currently cares for "Calliope" and 
"Soleil," two orphaned calves 
who are still being bottle-fed 
every couple of hours. “They 
have been making really great 
progress and gaining weight,” says 
Molly Lippincott, Animal Care 
Manager at ZooTampa. “They 
still have a long way to go since 
they were so small when rescued, 
but they’re on the right track and 
we’re so thankful for the items 
being purchased for them from 
the Wishlist.” We want to give a 

huge thank you to all our MRP partners who care 
for sick, injured, and orphaned manatees. Please 
remember to report any manatee in distress 
to the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission at 1-888-404-3922.

By Cora Berchem, Director of  Multimedia and Manatee Research Associate 

Manatees On The Mend
MaryKate Still Growing, Mandy And Manilow Go Home

Mandy and Manilow are prepared for release at Blue 
Spring. Photo by Save the Manatee Club.

An orphan calf undergoes a 
physical assessment at ZooTampa.

Photo by Cora Berchem, SMC.

Readers interested in having access to the technical scientific literature, along with the popular literature 
on manatees and their relatives, can find a comprehensive, annotated bibliography and index to all such 

publications at sirendom.org/biblio.  This site encompasses over 500 years of published information on 
sirenians, with more than 6,500 separate references.

http://sirendom.org/biblio
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The first to leave the spring this season 
was Merlin on January 19. Margarito was 
next on January 21. Moo Shoo and Deep 
Dent made their last roll call on February 
5, followed by Lenny and Whiskers the next 
day. Nick took off on February 8. Lucille, 
Flash, Lesley, and Floyd departed on March 9. 
March 10 saw Howie, Doc, and Paddy Doyle 
say goodbye, and Una was gone the following 
day. Annie went out on March 12 but came 
back with a new calf on May 13—she has 
been in often since. March 18 was Phillip’s 
last sighting. Observers saw Lily pushing 
Brutus around on March 21, so I guess they 
left together. Lily then dropped by again in 
May. Gator and Phyllis with her calf called it 
a season on March 23. The next day, Aqua 
with her calf and Rocket were the last adoptees 
seen for the season. Rocket came by several times 
during April to hang with a couple of new female 
releases. Gator, Margarito, and Phyllis with her 
calf have been seen multiple times in April, May, 
and June. Lenny and Floyd even dropped by to 
say hello in June and July, respectively.

As field notes are collated, manatee numbers 
change. The number of calves seen during the 
season dropped to 80, but still nine more than 
the previous record! We noted 102 boat strikes 
during the season. They were shared by 94 
manatees as some were hit more than once. The 
only adoptee with new scars was Doc. Around 
June 17, Doc received three small propeller cuts 
on his left shoulder. Additionally, Phyllis’ calf 
suffered a light hull rub just prior to March 23.  

Meanwhile, several exciting things are in 
progress at Blue Spring. As many of you know, 
several manatees are rescued and released at 
the park each year. The former area was the old 
canoe beach which, for safety and convenience, 
is due for an update. Plans are in the works to 
rebuild the area with a wide, shallow ramp, in a 
straight line, potentially with very shallow steps. 

This will make those rescues and releases much 
easier and safer, both for people and manatees. 
Additionally, interpretive panels will provide 
visitors with more information about the releases. 

Also this summer, a bank stabilization project 
was started to address the eroding banks along 
the spring run. The banks eroded as manatees, 
alligators, invasive catfish, and increased human 
use took their toll. Some areas had 15 feet long 
caverns which caused tree falls. This makes the 
run wider and shallower and eventually may prove 
too shallow for manatee access. The project is a 
cooperative effort with Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission, the Park Service, and 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. To stabilize 
the bank, large, white limestone boulders were 
placed along the bank and then capped with a 
natural field stone. Next, a natural biodegradable 
coconut fiber matting was placed over the top 
of the rocks. Then, plant vegetation was placed 
in the matting. Over the years, algae will grow 
on the rocks and vegetation will fill in to make 
it look natural. After stabilizing the banks in the 
refuge area, the contractors will begin work on 
the head spring.

Annie and her calf, and two unrelated juveniles, visit 
the spring in May 2021. Photo by Save the Manatee 

Club.

By Wayne Hartley, Manatee Specialist, & Cora Berchem, Dir. of  Multimedia and Manatee Research Assoc.               

Blue Spring State Park Adoption Update
Adoptees Stop In For Summer Visits

https://www.youtube.com/user/adoptamanatee
http://facebook.com/savethemanateeclub
https://www.instagram.com/savethemanateeclub/
http://twitter.com/savethemanatee
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Manatee sighted near Dog River, 
Alabama during June 2021. Photo 
by Ava and Tim Lewis, DISL/MSN 

contributors.

Since the last update on our Tampa Bay and east 
coast adoptees, the only adoptee sighting we received 
from our partners was for Millie. She was seen in 
the Silver River in mid-June by researchers from the 
Clearwater Marine Aquarium Research Institute 
and by citizens. Millie seems to currently prefer this 
habitat, as she’s been seen pretty frequently there 
over the past year. To allow manatees like Millie to 
use this habitat and to provide additional, natural 
warm water winter sites, restoring a free-flowing 

Ocklawaha River is of major importance, especially 
with artificial warm water sites, such as power plants, 
going offline in the foreseeable future. You can learn 
more about this issue at freetheocklawaha.com. 

Regarding Chessie, the tracking device placed on 
him after his release in May stopped working on June 
27, near Jacksonville. Researchers are hoping for a 
sighting to re-tag him. You can report a sighting of 
Chessie at savethemanatee.org/sightingnetwork.

By Cora Berchem, Director of  Multimedia and Manatee Research Associate 

Tampa Bay and East Coast Adoption Update
Millie Spotted Again, Chessie Loses His Tracker

Manatee Sightings Surge Outside Florida
By Dr. Ruth Carmichael, Director, DISL/MSN, & Elizabeth Hieb, Research Technician, DISL/MSN

Greetings from the northern Gulf of Mexico! 
As of mid-July, Dauphin Island Sea Lab’s Manatee 
Sighting Network (DISL/MSN) has documented 
nearly 100 manatee sightings 
in Alabama waters, and dozens 
of additional sightings have 
been recorded in the Florida 
panhandle, Mississippi, Louisiana, 
and Texas. In late July, Save the 
Manatee Club (SMC) adoptee 
Bama was spotted feeding and 
socializing with a group of at 
least 10 manatees in Dog River, 
Alabama, a local hotspot for 
manatee sightings. This group 
was observed socializing and 
feeding nearly every day for 
three weeks in late July and early 
August in areas of the river with 
abundant submerged aquatic 
vegetation. A second group of 
manatees spotted in Perdido 
Beach, Alabama, included 
another familiar manatee, 
known by the identifying number 
TB163. The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission first documented TB163 in Tampa Bay in 
1996, and he was last seen in Alabama waters during 
June 2013. We are excited to see these two well-
documented manatees back in the northern Gulf!

As manatee sightings increase along the Gulf coast 
during summer months, thousands of residents and 
visitors also take to the water, increasing the risk of 

harmful interactions between 
humans and manatees. Part of 
our mission at DISL/MSN is to 
raise awareness for manatees 
who seasonally reside in the 
area and promote safe sharing 
of our local waterways. DISL/
MSN works with SMC to 
distribute manatee awareness 
dock signs, flyers, magnets, 
and boat decals to marinas, 
dive shops, eco-tours, and 
other waterfront businesses. 
Other outreach activities 
hosted by DISL/MSN this 
summer include presentations 
to local school groups and 
an informational booth at 
the world’s largest fishing 
tournament held right here, 
in Dauphin Island, Alabama. 
We hope to mitigate risks to 

manatees and encourage sighting reports to DISL/
MSN to help us continue our long-term monitoring 
of manatees in the northern Gulf. You can report 
manatee sightings outside of Florida to DISL/MSN 
at manatee.disl.org/sighting.

Alabama/DISL Adoption Update

https://www.freetheocklawaha.com/
https://www.savethemanatee.org/how-to-help/take-action/manatee-sighting-network/
https://manatee.disl.org/sighting


Did you know that you can help fundraise for manatees? SMC has a free tool where you can create 
your own fundraising webpage to share with your family and friends. Visit justgiving.com/

savethemanateeclubinc to see how! To all who selflessly dedicate your birthdays, weddings, 
or anniversaries to raise funds; or dedicate marathons and cross-country adventures; or have a 
campaign “just because,” we, and the manatees you help save, are grateful for your support.

Donate to SMC every time you shop on Amazon. Go to smile.amazon.com, select Save 
the Manatee Club as your preferred charity, and then log in as you normally would. Amazon 

will then donate the equivalent of .5% of your eligible purchases to the Club.
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As the world has changed over the last 
18 months, one thing has remained the same: 
manatees need our help. And Save the Manatee 
Club’s supporters have stepped up to the plate. In 
addition to generous monetary donations, many 
supporters also donate items from our wishlist. 
Those items are used to support manatee rescue 
and rehabilitation programs as well as manatee 
research facilities. The amount of assistance and 
outreach from donors has been overwhelming and 
inspirational. So many manatee rescue programs 
have been impacted not just by the pandemic but 
by the unusual mortality event in the Indian River 
Lagoon that has claimed the lives of hundreds of 
manatees. Still, every can of powder formula, every 
bottle of dawn, every life vest, and everything in 
between, all contribute to our collective, singular 
goal of saving as many sick and injured manatees 
as possible, and providing for their long-term 
conservation. You can find items to donate at 
savethemanatee.org/wishlist.

Wishlist Donations Provide Relief For Manatee Facilities
By Cheyenne Canon, Program Project Coordinator

Wildtracks receives their 2021 shipment of 
supplies donated by SMC supporters. Photo 

courtesy of Wildtracks.

ZooTampa uses powder milk formula to feed 
two orphaned calves in their care. Photo by 

Cora Berchem, SMC.

While U.S.-based manatee organizations have a 
network of dozens of facilities, Wildtracks remains 
the only manatee rehabilitation facility in Belize. 
Unfortunately, powdered formula continues to 
be one of the most expensive and difficult to find 
items they need, but which is crucial to their work 
to rehabilitate and release sick and orphaned 
manatees. If you are interested in donating, the 
links below will take you directly to sites where 
formula can be purchased. Items can be shipped 
directly to Save the Manatee Club.

Fox Valley Day One 30/50 Formula 
Foxvalleynutrition.com

Esbilac Powder Milk Replacer 
tinyurl.com/esbilac

http://justgiving.com/savethemanateeclubinc
http://justgiving.com/savethemanateeclubinc
http://smile.amazon.com
https://www.amazon.com/wishlist/O6K7AGMDYJLK?
https://store.foxvalleynutrition.com/day-one-3050
https://www.amazon.com/Esbilac%C2%AE-Powder-Milk-Replacer-Puppies/dp/B0002ASRZ8
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I hope you have found this fall edition of The 
Manatee Zone enlightening and inspiring, despite some 
of the terrible catastrophes discussed. At the risk 
of sounding cliché, as a publicly-funded organization 
all our work is made possible by your support, and 
everyone on our team is deeply appreciative to have 
you as part of our extended manatee family.

With the devastating number of deaths and 
increase in awareness about manatees and their 
plight, our team has been receiving more calls, letters, 
and emails asking about our efforts and what more 
can be done to help. To that end, I’d like to take a 
moment to outline our various programs and how 
we put our donors funding to work.

One of our donation programs that people can 
contribute to is our Emergency Rescue Fund. Gifts 
to this fund help ensure that the growing number 
of manatees in need of emergency care can be 
rescued, rehabilitated, and, when possible, released 
back to the wild. We are actively working on the 
planning and implementation of emergency protocols 
in preparation for this coming winter—including 
working with partners and authorities to address 
the issue of the food shortage and lack of space to 
handle the increase of manatees in need of critical 
care. We are also aiding with the reconstruction of 
the rescue and release area at Blue Spring State Park 
in Orange City, which is currently being estimated 
at a substantially higher cost than first thought and 
in its current state is an immediate safety concern.

Support provided to our Research and 
Conservation Fund is dedicated toward projects 
which enable us to learn more about manatees and 
their aquatic environment, and our work to maintain 
and restore critically-imperiled habitats. An example 
of this work includes our ongoing assistance with 
the coordination and funding of aquatic and aerial 
surveys throughout the state. So far this year Save 
the Manatee Club, in cooperation with state and 
private partners, has funded three aerial surveys of 
the Indian River Lagoon to study seagrass coverage 
and manatee populations in the area with plans to 
continue this funding for the foreseeable future.

Through our International Rescue Fund, we 
continue to fund projects and help our partners 
overseas, supplying them with the financial and 
substantive support they need to educate the public, 

perform vital research, and rescue and rehabilitate 
manatees in remote areas of the world. One such 
project is a recent grant provided to researchers in 
Nigeria to complete manatee threat assessments to 
bring more awareness and increase protections for 
manatees from poachers and environmental threats.

Our Legal Action Fund is dedicated towards our 
work in the legal system to ensure the protections 
for manatees and their aquatic homes are in place, 
enforced, and strengthened when possible. We 
continue our efforts to develop stronger Basin 
Management Action Plans, which are “blueprints” 
for restoring impaired waters by reducing pollution. 
We also advocate for more conservative Minimum 
Flows and Levels, which help protect water resources 
from significant harm from water withdrawals, as 
well as waterway restoration plans.

Contributions to our Education and Technology 
Fund help us continue our outreach and education 
programs such as our live-streaming manatee 
webcams at Homosassa Springs and Blue Spring 
state parks. These webcams serve to engage the 
public with manatees and the environment in an 
endearing way, allowing people from all over the 
world to learn about manatees from the comfort of 
their home and classroom. Additionally, we continue 
to grow and develop our technology capabilities to 
host presentations and Q&As virtually, furthering 
our outreach efforts.

Our General Donation Fund covers our everyday 
operating costs and provides us with the flexibility 
to apply our time and resources to the areas we 
consider most effective. Monies allocated to general 
support help pick up the balance once a special 
project fund has been depleted.

In addition to financial support, we are also 
blessed (and impressed!) by the creative endeavors 
our supporters embark upon to help advocate 
for, educate on, and fundraise in support of our 
manatees. To read more about the ways you can 
help, or to share ideas, please visit us on the web 
at savethemanatee.org/how-to-help. Although 
there are no easy answers to the challenges we 
face, we take solace in knowing that your care and 
compassion makes a significant difference and brings 
us strength and fortifies our resilience to continue 
our lifesaving work.

Your Support Saves Manatee Lives
By Tonya Higgins, Director of  Development and Operations

mailto:membership%40savethemanatee.org?subject=Change%20of%20Address
https://www.savethemanatee.org/how-to-help


1-800-432-JOIN (5646)  
savethemanatee.org
Photo © David Schrichte

Save Our Seagrass

Protect manatees:
Take a break
from fertilizer

You can request a copy of this PSA for your 
company, website, or local newsletters. 

Email your request to Ally Greco at 
agreco@savethemanatee.org.

 Standard and custom sizes are available. 

Across: 4. Blue Spring, 5. algae, 6. bull, 8. Wildtracks, 
9. St. Johns River, 11. powerplant, 13. Alabama, 15. seagrass, 
18. brackish, 19. threatened, 20. monofilament, 21. peduncle
Down: 1. Margarito, 2. mermaid, 3. herbivore, 7. no wake, 
10. harassment, 12. Patrick, 14. MRP, 16. paddle, 17. nutrients

Crossword Puzzle Answers

Man versus Manatee 
"Magnetic Migration"

Rachel "Jo" Arnow began illustrating Man 
versus Manatee in 2012. She had no intention 
of starting a webcomic when she jotted down 
a sketch of a manatee munching on a diver's 
hand, but that episode, titled "Man versus 
Manatee," soon became the start of an 
entire series that continues to this day. Read 
more about Rachel's story, and find more 
episodes, at manvsmanatee.com.

Sign up now for 
the 18th Annual 

Save the Manatee 5K!
Registration for the 18th Annual 
Save the Manatee 5K is open at 
savethemanatee5k.com. This year, 
the race is completely virtual. Join 
thousands of manatee fans from around 
the world in this virtual event that can 
be completed anywhere, 
anytime, with any activity. 
Racers receive a packet, 
which includes a manatee 
t-shirt, medal, and race 
bib. Proceeds from the 
event support Save the 
Manatee Club.
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Answers on page 10.

The Take-A-Break Activity Corner
Have you read your membership handbook? How about this entire newsletter? 

If so, this crossword should be a breeze!  
If not, it may be time to study up.

1 2

8

5

11 12

20

16

15

14

18

13

7

9

17

19

21

10

6

3

4

Across:
4. popular manatee winter home (2 words)
5. microorganisms
6. male manatee
8. manatee rehab facility in Belize
9. blue spring is connected to the.... (3 words)
11. artifi cial, warm water creator
13. Bama’s namesake
15. a manatee food
18. mix of fresh and salt water
19. conservation status
20. fi shing line material
21. where the tail meets the body 

Down:
1. adoptee missing a fl ipper
2. mythical sea creature
3. plant-eater
7. slowest boat speed (2 words)
10. poking manatees is called.... 
12. SMC executive director
14. partnership for saving manatees (acronym)
16. tail shape
17. phosphorus and nitrogen
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Belize Handmade Gunny Sack
Support manatee rehabilitation at 
Wildtracks–the only manatee facility in 
Belize–when you purchase this limited-
edition, handmade gunny sack tote 
with crocheted manatee design. 
This versatile bag is sturdy yet 
practical. It holds many items and 
will be your favorite tote for many 
years to come. The bag measures 
approximately 10" wide by over 10" 
in length. The 1.5" wide strap adds 
another 6" to the hang length of the 
tote.

Item #97774 Price $24.95 

Dichroic Glass Necklace
This blue borosilicate dichroic glass 
manatee measures approximately 1.5" 
in length. The sparkling colors inside the 
glass look as though there are stars inside 
the manatee—absolutely gorgeous! Yours 
will be completely unique because they 
are handmade and no two are exactly 
alike. The pendant hangs on an 18" black 
satin cord with barrel clasp. Pair it with 
matching earrings for an amazing fashion 
statement.

Item #90555 Price $28.95

Mango the Manatee Book
Follow the story of Mango the 
manatee and her mother, and all 
of the obstacles they face, as they 
journey to warmer waters. Enjoy over 
30 pages of colorful illustrations. 
Suitable for kindergarten through 4th 
grade. Written by Lindsey Michele 
Clark and illustrated by Leah Lopez.

Item #1030 Price $15.95

© David Schrichte

Fr. Cvr.

2022
Save the Manatee®  Club

Save the Manatee® Club, co-founded by Jimmy Buffett,  
is an award-winning, international nonprofit  conservation  

organization and the voice for manatees since 1981.

Save the Manatee Club Calendar
Save the Manatee Club’s 2022 
calendar features a captivating 
cover photo by photographer 
David Schrichte. The inside 
displays a beautiful photo for 
each month of the year, a 13th 
bonus image, and a message 
from our Executive Director 
and prominent manatee expert, 
Patrick Rose. It is printed in 
the U.S. using soy-based ink 
on Forest Stewardship Council 
certified paper from managed forests and measures 12" x 24" 
when open.  

Item #92022 Price $15.00 

Manatee Love Bamboo Tank Top  
A blend of bamboo and organic 
cotton, this tank top is soft, stylish 
and eco-friendly. It features a unique 
manatee and heart design, as well 
as the SMC logo. The breathable 
material is very absorbant and wicks 
away water for a cooling effect. 
There is edge stitching on the 
neckline, armholes, and bottom, and 
is side-seamed. Available in sizes XS 
to XL. It's manufactured in the U.S. 
and designed exclusively for Save the 
Manatee Club.   

Item #62782 Price $23.99

Manatee Merchandise
Find these items and more at shopsavethemanatee.org.
For questions, please call our toll free number at 1-800-432-5646, 
or email catalog@savethemanatee.org.

Due to worldwide supply shortages and long shipping times we strongly encourage you to call Save 
the Manatee Club and place your order first to reserve your items if you plan to pay by check.

HOW TO ORDER: 
 »Order online: Go to shopsavethemanatee.org.
 »Order by phone: Call toll-free 1-800-432-JOIN (5646) 
in the United States and Canada. For international 
orders, call 407-539-0990. Our office hours are 
 Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. EST.
 »Order by mail: Send a check or money order to 533 
Versailles Dr., Ste. 100, Maitland, FL 32751. Call to 
receive an estimate of shipping costs. Orders shipped to 
a Florida address must include payment for a 6.5% sales 
tax.

Visit shopsavethemanatee.org or call 1-800-432-JOIN (5646) to order today.12
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Belize Handmade Gray 
Necklace
You can own this limited piece, hand-crafted 
in Belize. Hung from a black cord, each 
manatee is made out of coconut shells and 
hand-painted gray. The adjustable cord is a 
variable length necklace, which expands up 
to 25". There are no metal components. 
A portion of the proceeds goes back to 
supporting Wildtracks, Belize's only manatee 
rehabilitation facility.

Item #97770 Price $20.00 

Pink Heart Manatee Tote
This gray tote features an adorable 
manatee holding a pink heart. The 
manatee tote is made of 55% hemp and 
45% cotton and is designed to be eco-
conscious and durable. Its dimensions 
are 14.5" x 14.5" x 7" when expanded. 
Manufactured and printed in the 
U.S., the tote is designed and printed 
exclusively for Save the Manatee Club. 

Item #43672 Price $27.99

Belize Manatee Kids' Purse  
Kids love this adorable purse 
because the more they fill 
it up, the more plump the 
manatee gets! Every one of 
these purses is special because 
they are completely handmade 
in Belize, just for Save the 
Manatee Club. A zipper 
closure along the manatee's 
back keeps everything safe 
inside. The purse itself measures about 10" long and 6" tall and 
the strap measures 12". A portion of the proceeds goes toward 
supporting Wildtracks, the only manatee rehabilitation center in 
Belize.  

Item #22217 Price $23.95

The Florida Manatee: Biology 
and Conservation (2nd Edition)
We are thrilled to carry this 
wonderfully informative book 
written and signed by Roger 
L. Reep and Robert K. Bonde, 
two scientists who have been 
at the forefront of manatee 
research for over three decades. 
A captivating read that appeals 
not only to individuals of the 
scientific mindset, but to anyone 
who is intrigued by this majestic 
mammal. The book is paperback 
and a conveniently-sized 9" x 6". It 
contains 300 pages of information 
and photos that discuss manatees, 
their environment, migration, and much more. Get your 
signed copy while supplies last. 

Item #10202 Price $32.00

I'm A Manatee Book and CD
Enjoy an enchanting story about a little 
boy who dreams he is a manatee. This 
story will make a believer out of readers of 
all ages! Written by actor John Lithgow, 
it also includes a CD featuring Lithgow 
singing the words to the book in a catchy 
“sing along” tune. The book is paperback 
and contains 32 pages of colorful manatee 
art—great for ages 5 through 8.   

Item #1015 Price $13.95   

Organic Manatee Muscle Tank
This Save the Manatee muscle 
tank is an eco-friendly blend of 
viscose bamboo and organic 
cotton. It is highly absorbent 
and wicks water away to keep 
you cool. It's side-seamed, has 
a set-on rib collar, and a double 
needle sleeve hem and bottom 
hem. The tank is stylish, super 
soft, and breathable, featuring a 
unique manatee design and Club 
logo. Available in sizes XS to 
XL. Made and manufactured in 
the U.S. and designed exclusively 
for Save the Manatee Club.  

Item #68725 Price $35.00

Manatee Leggings
An eco-triblend of recycled 
polyester, cotton, and spandex, 
these leggings are comfortable, 
stylish, and environmentally 
friendly. They feature a unique 
manatee design and the Club logo 
which are printed with silicone ink. 
The fabric is 46% RPET recy cled 
polyester, 34% combed ring spun 
organic cotton, 12% rayon, and 8% 
spandex. Available in sizes from 
XS to 2XL. Made in the U.S. and 
designed exclusively for Save the 
Manatee Club. 

Item #62783 Price $45.00

Visit shopsavethemanatee.org or call 1-800-432-JOIN (5646) to order today. 13
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Thank You Card Pack
Say thank you, manatee-style! 
These cards (10 per pack) 
feature artwork from the book 
Buddy Manatee by Florida artist 
and author Tim Thomas. Also 
includes 10 envelopes. Printed 
on recycled paper.

Item #90179 Price $9.95 $3.50

Artistic Manatee Coaster Set
Protect your 
furniture with 
these whimsical 
manatee designs. 
The coasters are 
4" x 4" and .25" 
thick. They have a 
polyester top with 
neoprene rubber 
backing, are flexible, slip-resistant, durable, and washable. 
Sold in sets of foursets of four of the same design.

Item #82719 Price $12.95 $10.00

Design: Coral Design: Seagrass

Insulated Lunch Tote
This lunch tote can hold and 
insulate just what you need for 
your meal. It features a handle 
for easy carrying, is machine 
washable (drip dry), and stores 
flat. When filled, it measures 
12" x 11" x 6.5". It is made of 
flexible, 2.5 mm thick neoprene.

Item #32602 Price $11.00

SMC 2019 T-Shirt—Adult/Youth
LIMITED QUANTITY

Custom-designed exclusively for 
Save the Manatee Club, these 
T-shirts are made of 100% pre-
shrunk cotton, have a tear-away 
tag, and are printed with water-
based ink for a soft feel. Youth 
sizes available in Small through 
Large. Adult sizes available in 
Large through 4XL. Size 4XL is 
a 90/10-cotton/poly blend and 
available only in heather gray. Our 
current stock is limited and this design will not be printed 
again.

Item #94501 Price $16.95 (Adult Size)

Item #94511 Price $12.95 (Youth Size)

Sizing Chart for Youth and Adult

(in inches) YS YM YL L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL

Body Length 20 22 24 30 31 32 33 34

Body Width 16 17 18 22 24 26 28 30

Belize Handmade Coconut 
Carving Key Chain
Show your love for manatees! Crafted in Belize 
and available only from Save the Manatee 
Club, this limited-edition key chain is made 
out of a beautifully-crafted coconut shell disk 
with a manatee carved into the top layer. It is 
attached to the key ring by a braided strand of 
cord. The entire keychain is 5" long and the 
pendant is 2" round. When you purchase this 
key chain, a portion of the proceeds goes back 
to supporting Wildtracks, Belize's only manatee 
rehabilitation facility.

Item #97775 Price $13.00

Mom and Calf Manatee-Shaped  
Puzzle (1000-piece)

BACK IN STOCK! 

This uniquely shaped, 
1,000-piece puzzle is a 
perfect activity for any 
wildlife fan. The mother 
and calf manatee-
shaped puzzle is filled in 
with beautiful artwork of 
the ocean, vegetation, 
and many animals. It is 
fun to put together, and with so much detail it is beautiful to 
look at. The finished puzzle measures approximately 27" x 
39" and the wonderful art is by Dennis Rogers. Produced in 
the U.S., this eco-friendly puzzle is made with soy-based inks 
on recycled board. *Not recommended for children under 3 *Not recommended for children under 3 
years.years.

Item #90265 Price $19.95

Kobee Manatee® Plush
The Kobee Manatee® plush is back! 
You love reading about Kobee's 
adventures—now you can have 
Kobee with you while you do. 
With his purple cap and yellow 
jersey he is an adorable and 
unique stuffed manatee who would 
love to go on adventures with you. This 12" 
plush is filled with polyester fibers, which help make 
Kobee very huggable. For a great gift, pair this Kobee plush 
with any one of the Kobee Manatee® adventure books! 

Item #22420 Price $14.99

Visit shopsavethemanatee.org or call 1-800-432-JOIN (5646) to order today.14
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Meet the Manatees of Blue 
Spring DVD
Enjoy this DVD featuring a short 
educational video about manatees 
followed by above and underwater 
footage of manatees at Blue Spring 
State Park in Orange City, Florida. 
Watch mothers and calves and groups 
of manatees frolicking in the clear 
waters of the spring with background 
music by Steven Gruskin. All footage is recorded by Save 
the Manatee Club as part of the manatee research at Blue 
Spring. Runtime is 71 minutes.

Item #1101 Price $5.95

Marvelous Manatee Coloring 
Book
Now you can sit back, relax, and color 
manatees to your heart's content. 
This coloring book contains over 30 
pages of enchanting illustrations, 
line drawings, and manatee patterns. 
Single-sided pages prevent markers 
from bleeding through onto the 
next illustration. Color with pencils, 
crayons, or markers, and then frame 
and display your 8.5" x 11" artwork. Illustrated by Connie 
Roy. 

Item #56210 Price $11.95

Manatee Note Flags
These note flags are a great 
way to show your love for 
manatees while studying, at 
the office, or as a bookmark 
while reading! Packs are 
sold individually, with each 
pack holding 60 note flags. There are 8 different note flag 
photos in the packs, each of them measuring 1" x 1.75".

Item #90183 Price $2.00

  Special Offer: Buy 5, Get 1 Free

Saving Paddy 
Doyle CD
Written by Capt'n Harry, the 
founder and past president of the 
Tampa Bay Parrot Heads, this CD 
is filled with 11 original tropical 
rock songs featuring 10 talented 
tropical rock musicians.   

Item #1124 Price $10.00

Manatee Isle Holiday Card
Bring manatee joy to everyone on 
your holiday list with these cheerful 
and serene greeting cards. Inside 
reads “Creatures great and small…
happy holidays to all!” The cards are 
5" x 7". Each pack includes 12 cards 
and envelopes, printed in the U.S. on 
recycled paper with environmentally-
friendly ink.

Item #80118 Price $13.95 $8.50

Watercolor Holiday Card
This beautiful watercolor design, donated 
by supporter Valerie de Rozarieux, is the 
newest addition to our manatee holiday 
card line. The inside message reads "May 
your season be filled with joy, wonder, 
and love." Each pack includes 12 cards 
and envelopes, and the card measures 
5" x 7". They are printed on uncoated 
Sustainable Forestry Initiative certified 
card stock in the U.S. 

Item #80120 Price $13.95 $8.50

Manatee Holiday Cards Variety 
Pack
This set of holiday 
cards includes three 
unique images 
designed for Save 
the Manatee Club 
by winners of 
our Manatee Art 
Contest. Includes 
12 cards, 5" x 7", 
printed in the U.S. on recycled paper with environmentally-
friendly ink, is SFI certified, and includes envelopes.

Item #80119 Price $13.95 $8.50

Manatee Baby Booties
Don't go another day without 
owning a pair of these manatee 
booties! They are just too adorable 
and perfect for any baby—from 
newborn to one year. They feature 
a 3D manatee face and flippers on 
the front and a tail on the back, 
and are made of a cotton and polyester blend.

Item #41517 Price $7.95

Visit shopsavethemanatee.org or call 1-800-432-JOIN (5646) to order today. 15
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Watch Manatee Webcams at

ManaTV.org

Get Up Close and Personal !

Would you like to use an article in this newsletter as reference material? 
You can use this APA citation style template: 

Author Last name, First name. (2021, September). Article Title. The Manatee Zone, 40(3). Page #

You can request a copy of this ad for your 
company or local newsletters. 

Email: agreco@savethemanatee.org

Donate Today
To read about the highlights of the Club’s impressive accomplishments, go to 

savethemanatee.org/smcinfo. Our work is only possible with your help. Please 
continue your generous support at savethemanatee.org/donate, or call us at 
1-800-432-JOIN (5646) to help us continue our ongoing efforts to protect manatees 

and their aquatic habitat.  Thank you! 
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