
Putting Our Best Flipper Forward
The meaning that sustains life in all its tragedy and disappointment is to be 

found in shouldering a noble burden.  -J.B.P.
At Save the Manatee Club (SMC), our days often turn out more than 

just a little different than expected. Whether we are contending with 
manatee conservation emergencies on the forefront, technical issues 
behind the scenes, and everything in between, manatee work is never dull 
or without challenges. We do our best to meet these daily hurdles head 
on, with a clear aim to do our absolute best to ensure every action we 
take is for the ultimate benefit of manatees and our organization’s mission 
to see them safe, saved, and protected.

By Tonya Higgins, Director of  Development and Operations 

A Manatee Emergency, Help On The Way
As we make our way into Summer—having experienced the worst 

manatee mortality in the history of manatee record keeping—I am sad, mad, 
exhausted, and yet, cautiously hopeful. I am sad that so many manatees have 
died because of years of excess nutrient pollution that has led to repeated 
harmful algal blooms and the loss of more than 90% of the seagrasses that 
manatees relied upon in the Indian River Lagoon (IRL). I am mad that those 
responsible for avoiding such disasters systematically ignored our warnings 
regarding the seriousness of the situation until it was too late for far too many 
precious manatees. My exhaustion comes from pursuing every conceivable 
potential solution to finding both short- and long-term solutions to this dire 
predicament. Although the immediate crisis has moderated some for now, it 
could be even worse leading into next winter. And my cautious hopefulness 
is because we now seem to have gained the attention of those responsible 
for allowing this to happen in the first place, and they are finally engaging 
in implementing solutions for the future.

By Patrick M. Rose, Executive Director

Left: A thick layer of algae on top of the water reduces the amount of sunlight 
that can penetrate to the submerged vegetation. Photo by Cora Berchem, SMC. 
Right: An emaciated female and her dependent calf were rescued from the IRL 

during the unusual mortality event. Photo courtesy of FWC.

continued on page 3
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As we strive to correct the problem and 
prevent future suffering and mortality, it is 
essential that every sick and injured manatee 
continue to be rescued and nursed back to 
health. I am pleased to share that the Manatee 
Rescue and Rehabilitation Partnership (MRP) is 
fully engaged and that Save the Manatee Club, 
with your help, has vastly increased our direct 
support of the MRP, our research initiatives, 
and resources with the recent addition of two  
conservation staff members. Still, we must 
insist that contingency plans and funding from 
both state and federal budgets be available to 
conduct mass rescues and food provisioning if the 
situation were to deteriorate further going into 
next winter. Thankfully, at the urging of caring 
manatee supporters, the Florida Legislature 
appropriated $8 million to the Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Commission toward 
increasing manatee access to fundamentally 
important warm-water springs habitat and 
restoring important natural foraging habitat for 
manatees. We are grateful to Florida Governor 
Ron DeSantis for supporting this critically-needed 
funding for manatee habitat restoration.

In the meantime, it will be vitally important 
that some of the newly-appropriated state funding 

be made available for manatee health assessments 
throughout the summer and fall, together with 
increased abundance and distribution studies to 
monitor manatee movements and available forage 
so that appropriate measures can be implemented 
to avoid a repeat of this year’s tragic losses. The 
U.S. Geological Survey must also catch up on 
their planned manatee health assessments that 
were postponed due to COVID-19. Also essential 
is for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) to 
finally update the critical habitat designation for 
imperiled manatees to ensure that vital winter 
warm-water habitat, as well as seagrasses and 
other submerged aquatic vegetation, can be 
formally protected in the future.

Finally, the FWS should also admit its mistake 
in prematurely downlisting manatees in 2017 while 
the direct and indirect threats to manatees were 
still increasing. They must relist the manatee as 
endangered while restoring the staff cuts and 
funding necessary to fully recover the manatee 
population before future mass mortality events 
are experienced. There has been so much 
damage to our aquatic ecosystems from decades 
of neglect that it will take many years to fully 
restore them. 

A Manatee Emergency

Northern Gulf Manatee Sightings Increase During Winter
By Dr. Ruth Carmichael, Director, DISL/MSN, & Elizabeth Hieb, Research Technician, DISL/MSN

This has been a unique winter on the 
northern Gulf of Mexico coast. Dauphin Island 
Sea Lab’s Manatee Sighting Network (DISL/
MSN) received manatee sighting reports 
from the Florida Panhandle through Louisiana 
throughout the winter months. In early March, 
DISL/MSN responders monitored a manatee 
in Pass Christian, Mississippi, that was actively 
feeding but showing mild signs of cold stress. 
The condition of the manatee and location of 
the sighting strongly suggest that this manatee 
overwintered in Mississippi or nearby waters 
instead of returning to warm-water refuge sites 
in peninsular Florida. A similar sighting shared 
by the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and 

Fisheries in early April also provides increasing 
evidence that at least some manatees overwinter 
in the northern Gulf. DISL/MSN researchers are 
working to identify potential warm-water refuge 
sites in the region and better understand the 
conditions that may allow for increased manatee 
occurrence in local waters during colder months. 
As always, we continue to monitor for sightings 
of Save the Manatee Club adoptee Bama, who 
was last seen in the Dog River, Alabama, during 
October 2020. As summer approaches and 
water temperatures warm, we will continue to 
keep a lookout for Bama to make her return 
to Alabama!

Alabama/DISL Adoption Update

continued from page 1



Have you ever thought about becoming a Club volunteer? Or joining our Manatee Sighting Network? Or 
contacting decision makers? To find out more about all the ways you can help, go to savethemanatee.org/

moreways. Thank you so much! You make a big difference in the lives of manatees!

youtube.com/adoptamanatee              facebook.com/savethemanateeclub

instagram.com/adoptamanatee  twitter.com/savethemanatee
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As some of you may be aware, one such 
hurdle our team has recently overcome was the 
impromptu relocation of our office. Due to a variety 
of issues exacerbated by COVID-19, in March 2021, 
we chose to move from the building we had been 
in for 30 years, and our team pulled together to 
transition to our new home. Our new location is 
an office that can accommodate our operations 
while we make plans for securing a more permanent 
location. If you have ever moved, you know just 
how difficult an undertaking it can be. I won’t get 
into the nitty gritty, but suffice it to say, it was an 
epic adventure of Herculean proportions for a 
small group of people to keep all our daily activities 
flowing while moving a well-established office during 
a pandemic and one of the worst manatee mass 
mortality events in history. However, as is often 
the case with great challenges, our efforts have 
had their rewards. Over the course of a short few 
weeks, our hearts were warmed, softened, solaced, 
and strengthened as we sifted through 40 years of 
manatee memorabilia, letters from supporters of all 
ages, historic public service ads, and what one could 
aptly call a technology time capsule. With minor 
injury, a few tears, lots of laughs, late nights, and 
stoic resolve, our team persevered. As difficult as 
this change was, I am excited by the opportunities it 
has opened and look forward to keeping everyone 
updated as we make plans for moving to our 
permanent location. 

In addition to a new location, I am happy to 
announce we have also added new members to our 
conservation team: Kimberleigh Dinkins and Tiare 
Fridrich. Kim joins us as our Senior Conservation 
Associate. She is a Florida native and attended 
the University of Florida where she received a 
Bachelor of Science in Environmental Science 
with a special focus on Environmental Policy and 
a Master of Science in Soil and Water Science. 
She has over 20 years of experience working with 

stakeholders to improve water quality around the 
state and is passionate about protecting Florida’s 
waterways for manatees and humans, alike. Tiare 
is the Club’s new Manatee Biologist. Tiare grew 
up on Long Island, New York, and knew from an 
early age that she wanted to be a marine biologist. 
During high school, she conducted research on seal 
photo-identification techniques, worked at the local 
aquarium as an educator, and volunteered with the 
New York Marine Rescue Center as a member 
of the Rescue Team. She went on to receive her 
Bachelor of Science in Marine Biology from the 
University of Rhode Island with a concentration 
in Tropical Marine Science. As SMC’s Manatee 
Biologist, Tiare will use current research to work 
with agencies to develop and implement effective 
Manatee Protection Plans. We hope you will join us 
in welcoming Kim and Tiare to our manatee family. 
You can read more about them, and all our staff, on 
the Club’s website at savethemanatee.org/about/
staff. 

Unfortunately, not all challenges are easily 
overcome. The devastating loss of manatee lives 
between late last year and now in 2021 has all of 
us in a state of dismay, frustration, and anger. In 
addition to this catastrophic mass mortality event, 
our daily operations and personal lives—like so 
many in the world—have been disarrayed (to put 
it lightly) by the pandemic. Because of our team’s 
dedication, and the systems we have in place, we 
have been blessed in our abilities to adjust as needed 
to keep our work going in a safe and responsible 
manner with minimal disruption. We continue to 
prevail by vowing to ourselves, to the manatees we 
love so dearly, and to every supporter, to always put 
our best flipper forward in gratitude and honor for 
all who have come before us, all who will someday 
stand after us, and to you—our invaluable network 
of supporters, advocates, volunteers, and stead 
worthy partners who stand with us. 

Best Flipper Forward continued from page 1
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Does the company you work for have a Matching Gifts Program? If they do, your employer may be able 
to match your donations to Save the Manatee Club. 

Questions? Call us at 1-800-432-5646.

Please notify us with your new address! It will save us about $1.00 in extra postage. In the U.S. 
call us toll free at 1-800-432-5646, email us at membership@savethemanatee.org, or mail a 

change of address card to us. Also, please notify us if your email address changes.
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On February 1, 2021, we assisted our 
partners with the rescue of a severely cold-
stressed female at Blue Spring State Park. She 
had come in on January 29, and two days of 
monitoring showed that she was in need of a 
quick rescue. In addition to suffering from cold 
stress syndrome, a condition that manatees can 
experience when they don’t find a warm water 
source in time, our webcams also showed that 

she was pregnant. The rescue in 25 mph (40 
km/h) winds proved to be extremely challenging, 
but the team effort paid off. The female manatee 
was transported to SeaWorld Orlando for 
rehabilitation and was named “Moira-Rose”. 
Luckily, due to the quick response, Moira-Rose 
made a full recovery and was released back 
into the wild at Blue Spring on March 15. We 
hope that she will now be able to give birth to a 

healthy calf out in the wild!
The small calf we assisted 

rescuing in mid-January seems to 
be doing better as well. She has 
been named “MaryKate” and is 
starting to put on weight while 
in rehabilitation at SeaWorld. 
MaryKate has a long way to go 
as she barely weighed over 100 
pounds at rescue. Once big enough, 
she will be released back into the 
wild. In addition, we assisted with 
the rescue of manatee “Chloe” 
at Blue Spring, who was losing 
weight and suffering from an 
entanglement, as well as with the 
rescue of “Mandy” and her male 
calf. Mandy was very emaciated, 
but we hear that she is on the 
mend as well. 

Nine manatee rehabilitation 
facilities currently care for over 
80 manatees, which is a very high 
number. Save the Manatee Club’s 
Emergency Rescue Fund is used 
to support these facilities as they 
grapple with an unprecedented 
number of sick and injured 
manatees.

Moira-Rose was spotted on the Blue Spring underwater 
webcam, and researchers determined she was suffering from 
cold stress. After rescue and rehabilitation, she was released 

back into the spring. Photos by Cora Berchem, SMC.

By Cora Berchem, Director of  Multimedia and Manatee Research Associate 

Manatees On The Mend
A Quick Recovery For Moira-Rose

BeforeBefore

AfterAfter

mailto:membership%40savethemanatee.org?subject=Change%20of%20Address
http://savethemanatee.org/donate


Manatee
# of 

Sightings
Annie 33
Aqua 27

Brutus 15
Deep Dent 22
Doc 20
Flash 17
Floyd 25
Gator 28
Howie 20
Lenny 13
Lesley 6
Lily 33
Lucille 18
Margarito 14
Merlin 14
Moo Shoo 21
Nick 17
Paddy Doyle 26
Philip 29
Phyllis 37
Rocket 17
Una 29
Whiskers 23

Blue Spring Adoptee 
Sightings for the 2020-

2021 Winter Season

This chart lists the 
number of days that a 

Blue Spring adoptee was 
counted at morning roll 
call during the winter 

season. 
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Phyllis just before 
giving birth in Blue 
Spring in August, 2020. 
Photo courtesy of Blue 
Spring State Park.

The manatee season started on November 19, with 30 manatees seen 
between 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. There had been 25 manatees in the spring 
on November 5, but as the numbers did not continue it was regarded as a one- 
off. By the time the season ended on April 5, 2021, we had seen 771 individual 
manatees. That was 23 fewer than last year, but we still set other records. Blue 
Spring State Park staff counted 624 manatees on February 5, 2021. That is a new 
record morning count—by 58 manatees. We also had a record number of calves, 
from the record 71 seen last season to 83 this season. During the season, five 
manatees were rescued. Two of those have already been returned to the wild, 
and the other three are doing well at SeaWorld Orlando. During the season, 
seven Blue Spring manatees died: one human-caused (not boat), two natural, and 
four from unknown causes. Shortly after the season, one more was found dead 
near the park of unknown cause. Six manatees were released from treatment.

The attendance champion is Phyllis with 37 visits. Phyllis had a calf, which 
is often the case for the winner. Lily and Annie tied for second place with 33 
appearances each. On May 13, 2021, Annie reappeared in Blue Spring—with 
a calf in tow! Tied for fourth place were the male frontrunner Philip (Phyllis’ 
brother) and Una with 29 roll calls. Gator was sixth after 28 visits. Aqua also 
had a calf and seemed to challenge Phyllis’ title, but she fell further behind and 
ended in seventh after 27 appearances. Paddy Doyle was in eighth with 26 roll 
calls. Floyd was ninth with 25 visits, Whiskers tenth with 23, Deep Dent eleventh 
with 22, and Moo Shoo was twelfth with 21. Doc and Howie tied for thirteenth 
with 20 sightings. Lucille was fifteenth after 18 visits. Flash, Rocket, and Nick 
were in sixteenth after 17 appearances each. Brutus was nineteenth after 15 
roll calls. Margarito and Merlin tied for twentieth place with 14 visits. Lenny 
was only in a disappointing 13 times for twenty-second place. Finally, we have 
Lesley, a new adoptee, in twenty-third with six sightings. She arrived late, in a 
truck from SeaWorld, and had to be placed in the water upside down because 
she refused to stay on her belly. Lesley had been in treatment for three years 
for a terribly-infected boat strike wound. It is good to have her back!

By Wayne Hartley, Manatee Specialist                                                   

Blue Spring State Park Adoption Update
New Records At Blue Spring



Readers interested in having access to the technical scientific literature, along with the popular 
literature on manatees and their relatives, can find a comprehensive, annotated bibliography and 
index to all such publications at sirendom.org/biblio.  This site encompasses over 500 years of 

published information on sirenians, with over 6,500 separate references.66

The warmer season has started, 
and manatees have been migrating 
away from their winter warm-water 
sites, so updates on our coastal 
adoptees are a bit scarce. We did 
not receive any recent reports for 
any of the Tampa Bay adoptees, but 
Millie has been seen a couple of times 
by the public as well as our partners 
from the Clearwater Marine Aquarium 
Research Institute (CMARI) over the 
past several weeks. She has been seen 
in the company of other manatees 
while exploring the Silver River. On 
behalf of Millie, we want to remind people that 
if you see manatees in the wild while swimming 
or paddling to give them space and practice 
passive observation. Please try to stay at least 
two kayak-lengths away from them to give them 
enough space to go about their natural behavior. 

A real surprise for everyone was the 
reappearance of Chessie! In early February of 
this year, our partners from the Florida Fish 
and Wildlife Conservation Commission rescued 
an emaciated, male manatee with buoyancy 
problems in the Lake Worth Lagoon in Riviera 
Beach—and it turned out to be Chessie! Chessie 
was suffering from severe pneumonia and was in 
critical condition. He was brought to SeaWorld 

Orlando for rehabilitation and for a while his 
prognosis did not look good. But with expert 
veterinary care, Chessie was able to make a 
full comeback and was released back out into 
the wild in North Palm Beach on May 11, 2021. 
He was outfitted with a satellite tag and will be 
tracked by researchers from CMARI. We can’t 
wait to see how Chessie does back out in the 
wild and where his journey takes him next!

Millie foraging in the Silver River. Photo courtesy of CMARI.

Chessie awaits release in North Palm Beach. Photos by Cora Berchem, SMC.

By Cora Berchem, Director of  Multimedia and Manatee Research Associate 

Tampa Bay and East Coast Adoption Update
Chessie: The Comeback Kid

http://sirendom.org/biblio


 Sign up to receive our Action Alerts, eNewsletter, and deals from our manatee merchandise store at 
savethemanatee.org/signup.
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Our 2022 manatee wall calendar is now available 
for pre-order at shopsavethemanatee.org. Inside, 
the calendar features a beautiful manatee photo 
for each month of the year along with educational 
facts about manatees. There are also bonus photos 
of our Adopt-A-Manatee® Program adoptees. 
Measuring 12” x 24” when open, the calendar 
makes a thoughtful gift and a welcome addition to 
any manatee-lover’s home or office.

Now through June 30, get 50% off and pay 
only $7.50 each, plus shipping. From July 1 through 
August 31, save 20% and pay $12.00 each. Beginning 
September 1, the calendar will be listed at its full 
price of $15.00.

2022 Manatee Calendar 
Available For Pre-Order

© David Schrichte

Fr. Cvr.

2022
Save the Manatee®  Club

Save the Manatee® Club, co-founded by Jimmy Buffett,  
is an award-winning, international nonprofit  conservation  

organization and the voice for manatees since 1981.

This past winter, manatees faced many 
challenges, including life-threatening cold 
temperatures and loss of habitat and food 
resources. But one challenge that remains a threat 
year round is potential collisions with watercraft. 
And as manatees head on their summer migratory 
routes, they can be found sharing waterways with 
boaters throughout Florida and the southeast, from 
Mississippi to South Carolina and beyond.

Many boaters in Florida know that manatees are 
found in shallow waters where aquatic vegetation is 

present. They should know to slow down in posted 
manatee zones, wear polarized sunglasses to reduce 
glare, and report injured or sick manatees to the 
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission. 
But boaters in other areas where manatees aren’t 
usually present might need help with manatee-safe 
boating tips. This is why Save the Manatee Club 
distributes press releases every summer in nearby 
states to remind boaters on how to spot manatees 
and contact their local wildlife officials if there is a 
problem.

Save the Manatee Club also participates in the 
National Safe Boating Week awareness campaign 
each May, occurring the week before Memorial 
Day weekend. There are many parallels with the 
campaign’s general safety tips and our manatee-
specific safety tips. At the top of that list: paying 
attention while on the water can prevent dangerous 
accidents. Boaters should not boat while distracted 
by a phone, under the influence of alcohol, or while 
recklessly speeding in order to keep themselves, 
their boats, and manatees safe from harm. 

Learn more manatee-safe boating tips and 
request free boater resources at savethemanatee.
org/boatertips.

Summer Boating Safety For Manatees And Boaters Alike
By Ally Greco, Director of  Communications and Outreach

A manatee surfaces to breath while foraging in 
shallow water.

©David Schrichte©David Schrichte

http://savethemanatee.org/signup
https://www.shopsavethemanatee.org/calendars/2022-save-the-manatee-club-calendar/
https://www.savethemanatee.org/how-to-help/resources-for-boaters/tips-for-boaters/
https://www.savethemanatee.org/how-to-help/resources-for-boaters/tips-for-boaters/


Did you know that you can help fundraise for manatees? SMC has a free tool where you can create 
your own fundraising webpage to share with your family and friends. Visit justgiving.com/

savethemanateeclubinc to see how! To all who selflessly dedicate your birthdays, weddings, 
or anniversaries to raise funds; or dedicate marathons and cross-country adventures; or have a 
campaign “just because,” we, and the manatees you help save, are grateful for your support.

88

Heinz on her first day exploring the spring, snacking on some vegetation. 
Photo by Kate Spratt, Homosassa Springs Wildlife State Park.

By Kate Spratt, Park Services Specialist, Homosassa Springs Wildlife State Park             

Heinz Gets Her First Look At The Spring Run

Over the cooler months, Homosassa 
Springs Wildlife State Park observed many 
manatees seeking warm-water refuge inside 
and outside of the park. To the delight of many 
visitors, multiple cow/calf pairs chose to rest 
in the warm shallow waters along the park 
boundary and the Long River Bridge. Our 
Manatee Watch Volunteers kept a close eye 
on the river and provided education to those 
recreating on the Homosassa River. 

Resident manatees Ariel, Betsy, and Heinz 
are now back out in the spring with the 
closure of the seasonal gates on the Long River 
Bridge. As soon as we opened the paddock 
gate for them, Ariel and Betsy went straight 
to consuming the algae that had grown in the 
spring run. Heinz was more reluctant to exit 
the paddocks into unknown territory. Staff 

and volunteers kept a close eye on Heinz 
to make sure that she could swim well and 
navigate around the spring without issue. After 
exploring her expanded home, Heinz settled 
down, grazing on aquatic plants. Our team is 
hopeful that she will continue to gain strength 
while swimming in our beautiful spring. Watch 
Ariel, Betsy, and Heinz on the live webcams at 
ManaTV.org.

Long time volunteers Bill and Frenchie 
conduct weekly, in-water visual assessments of 
our resident manatees. They keep an eye out 
for any changes to their physical appearance 
and demeanor and report all findings, even 
normal ones, to our wildlife park rangers. Our 
team is appreciative of their years of service and 
dedication to our manatees! 

Ellie Schiller Homosassa Springs Wildlife State Park Adoption Update

http://justgiving.com/savethemanateeclubinc
http://justgiving.com/savethemanateeclubinc
http://ManaTV.org


Donate to SMC every time you shop on Amazon. Go to smile.amazon.com, select Save the 
Manatee Club as your preferred charity, and then log in as you normally would. Amazon will then 

donate the equivalent of .5% of your eligible purchases to the Club.

A will is a powerful way to plan for the future and protect the people and causes (like protecting manatees!) 
that you care about. We’ve partnered with FreeWill to provide a free, online will-writing tool for Club 

supporters. Get started on your will at freewill.com/savethemanatee. Many supporters also choose 
to create taxwise gifts from their IRA or appreciated stocks. If you’re 70.5 years young, give from your IRA 

today or transfer appreciated assets and give a gift of stock at freewill.com/stocks/savethemanatee. 
We are a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. Our federal tax identification number (EIN) is 59-3131709. 
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The first-ever Save the Manatee “Mana-Tee Off” 
Charity Golf Tournament was held on Saturday, May 
1, at Hidden Lakes Golf Club in New Smyrna Beach, 
Florida. Over 130 golfers showed their support and 
enjoyed a day filled with beautiful weather, an 18-hole 
scramble, opportunities to win awesome raffle prizes 
and auction items, and a delicious lunch. We even had 
special guest Fred Schneider of the B52s come by 
to show his support and donate a signed copy of his 
CD and coffee from Breyting Community Roasters 
for our auction table. Winners took home prizes for 
top team scores and contests for the longest drive, 
closest to the pin, and closest to the line.

The morning started bright and early with 
an 8 a.m. start. Some teams arrived dressed in 
coordinating outfits or manatee-themed apparel. 
Teams headed out to their assigned hole, sponsored 
by a supportive business or organization, and began 
to tee off. Blue Spring Adventures sponsored several 
hole-in-one contests, and the New Smyrna Beach and 
Space Coast Parrot Head Clubs hosted a music and 
drink station on the 8th hole to keep the fun going 
all day long.

Over $7,500 was raised for manatee conservation 
efforts, from advocacy for habitat protection to 
support for manatee rescues and rehabilitation. Thank 
you to all the golfers, sponsors, and volunteers that 
made this inaugural event a resounding success!

Top: Teams take off to their starting greens. 
Center: Volunteer Trinket assists with inflating "Hope."
Bottom Left: Staff member Amy shows off the goodie bags 
that were given to golfers.
Bottom Right: Staff member Ally and sponsor Millie of 
Shore Life Radio pose for the camera.
Photos by Cora Berchem, SMC.

SMC's First Annual Golf Tournament A Rousing Success
By Ally Greco, Director of  Communications and Outreach

http://smile.amazon.com
http://freewill.com/savethemanatee
https://www.freewill.com/stocks/savethemanatee


1-800-432-JOIN (5646)  
savethemanatee.org
Photo © David Schrichte

For Future Generations

Adopt - A - Manatee® for Father’s Day

You can request a copy of this PSA for your 
company, website, or local newsletters. 

Email your request to Ally Greco at 
agreco@savethemanatee.org.

 Standard and custom sizes are available. 

Man versus Manatee — "Manatee in Motion"

Rachel "Jo" Arnow began illustrating Man versus Manatee in 2012. She had no intention of starting 
a webcomic when she jotted down a sketch of a manatee munching on a diver's hand, but that 
episode, titled "Man versus Manatee," soon became the start of an entire series that continues to 
this day. Read more about Rachel's story, and find more episodes, at manvsmanatee.com.

Sign up now for 
the 18th Annual 

Save the Manatee 5K!
Registration for the 18th Annual 
Save the Manatee 5K is now open at 
savethemanatee5k.com. This year, 
the race will be completely virtual. 
Join thousands of manatee fans from 
around the world in this virtual event 
that can be completed anywhere, 
anytime, with any activity. Racers 
receive a packet, which 
includes a manatee 
t-shirt, medal, and race 
bib. Proceeds from the 
event support Save the 
Manatee Club.
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mailto:agreco%40savethemanatee.org?subject=PSA%20request
http://manvsmanatee.com
http://savethemanatee5k.com


The Take-A-Break Activity Corner
Bonnie and her calf Lucy were separated! Help Lucy navigate the winding maze of rivers and 

avoid dangerous obstacles, to reunite her with her mom.

1111



© David Schrichte
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2022
Save the Manatee®  Club

Save the Manatee® Club, co-founded by Jimmy Buffett,  
is an award-winning, international nonprofit  conservation  

organization and the voice for manatees since 1981.

Save the Manatee Club Calendar
Pre-Order
Save the Manatee Club’s 2022 
calendar features a captivating 
cover photo by photographer 
David Schrichte. The inside 
displays a beautiful photo for 
each month of the year, a 13th 
bonus image, and a message 
from our Executive Director 
and prominent manatee expert, 
Patrick Rose. It is printed in 
America using soy-based ink on Forest Stewardship Council 
certified paper from managed forests and measures 12" x 
12". Pre-orders will begin shipping in AugustPre-orders will begin shipping in August. Pre-order 
discount ends June 30. 

Item #92022 Price $15.00 

  Pre-Order Price: $7.50

Slipper Socks
NO WAKE ZONE  
Complete your No Wake Zone 
ensemble with this pair of cozy 
slipper socks! The vibrant colors 
are dyed into the yarn so that 
they will not fade or run. These 
comfy socks rise to just below the 
ankle, and you can walk confidently because they have no-
slip rubber on the soles. They are made of 75% cotton, 15% 
nylon, and 10% spandex and are available in one size which 
fits a women's 9-11 shoe.

Item #30210 Price $5.95

Baby One-Piece Creeper 
NO WAKE ZONE
This one-piece creeper is made of 
100% ribbed cotton and comes in 
baby sizes 6, 12, and 18 months. It is 
a comfy choice for your little one as 
well as being cute and charming. The 
infant creeper is green with charcoal 
gray trim and has two snaps at the 
neck and three snaps at the bottom for 
convenient dressing. 

Item #30810 Price $14.95

Pajama Pants  
NO WAKE ZONE
Enjoy these super cute PJs made of light 
material that you can wear year-round, 
even here in Florida. Covered in manatees 
from top to bottom with a drawstring 
closure, they are 100% cotton and come in 
women's fitted sizes S(5-7), M(9-11), L(13-
15), and XL(17).

Item #30310 Price $19.95 

SMC Lanyard
Are you always losing things? 
Keep your ID card, flash drive, 
keys, or other important items 
on your person and never misplace them again. 
It measures 29” long and .75” wide. Show your 
support for manatees everywhere you go! 

Item #90503 Price $4.95

Manatee Merchandise
Find these items and more at shopsavethemanatee.org.
For questions, please call our toll free number at 1-800-432-5646, 
or email catalog@savethemanatee.org.

Due to COVID-19, Save the Manatee Club's office and shop remain closed to the public with 
limited in-office staff. As a result, orders placed at The Manatee Store may experience delays in 

shipping. Save the Manatee Club is committed to ensuring the safety of our staff and constituents. 
We will fulfill orders as often and as quickly as we are able. If you plan to pay by check, we strongly 

encourage you to call Save the Manatee Club and place your order first to reserve your items.

HOW TO ORDER: 
 »Order online: Go to shopsavethemanatee.org.
 »Order by phone: Call toll-free 1-800-432-JOIN (5646) 
in the United States and Canada. For international 
orders, call 407-539-0990. Our office hours are 
 Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. EST.
 »Order by mail: Mail a check or money order to 533 
Versailles Dr., Ste. 100, Maitland, FL 32751. Call to 
receive an estimate of shipping costs. Orders shipped to 
a Florida address must include payment for a 6.5% sales 
tax.

Visit shopsavethemanatee.org or call 1-800-432-JOIN (5646) to order today.12
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A Wild Weather Adventure
Kobee Manatee wants to 
surprise his sister Kim, 
who lives in the Bahamas, 
on her birthday. Will 
Kobee and his friends 
be able to travel safely 
from Key West, Florida, 
to Nassau through all of 
the wild tropical weather 
coming their way? Each 
page includes in-depth, scientific details titled “Kobee’s 
Fun Facts,” which expand on the weather events that the 
characters encounter along the way. This is a hardcover 
book with 32 colorful pages and is the second release in 
the award-winning Kobee Manatee Children's Educational 
Picture Book series! Two more books in the series are also 
available from our store.

Item #10162 Price $16.95

Dichroic Glass Earrings
Hand-sculpted, these blue borosilicate 
dichroic glass manatee earrings 
measure approximately 1". They are 
handblown so each will be completely 
unique and no two are ever exactly 
alike. All sales on earrings are final.

Item #90655 Price $28.95

Manatee Isle Holiday 
Card
Bring manatee joy to everyone on 
your holiday list with these cheerful 
and serene greeting cards. Inside reads 
“Creatures great and small…happy 
holidays to all!” Each pack includes 12 
cards and envelopes, printed in the U.S. 
on recycled paper with environmentally-
friendly ink.

Item #80118 Price $13.95 $8.50

Watercolor Holiday Card
This beautiful watercolor design, donated 
by supporter Valerie de Rozarieux, is the 
newest addition to our manatee holiday 
card line. The inside message reads "May 
your season be filled with joy, wonder, 
and love." Each pack includes 12 cards 
and envelopes, and the card measures 
5" x 7". They are printed on uncoated 
Sustainable Forestry Initiative certified 
card stock in the U.S. 

Item #80120 Price $13.95 $8.50

Manatee Baby Booties
Don't go another day without a 
pair of these manatee booties! 
They are just too adorable and 
perfect for any baby—from 
newborn to one year. They feature 
a 3D manatee face on the front, 
flippers on the sides, and a tail on 
the back, and are made of a cotton and polyester blend.

Item #41517 Price $7.95

Manatee Holiday Cards Variety 
Pack
This set of holiday 
cards includes three 
unique images 
designed for Save 
the Manatee Club 
by winners of 
our Manatee Art 
Contest. Includes 
12 cards, printed in 
the U.S. on recycled paper with environmentally-friendly ink, is 
SFI certified, and includes envelopes.

Item #80119 Price $13.95 $8.50

Postcard
These postcards 
feature a beautiful 
image by well-known 
wildlife photographer 
Gregory Sweeney. 
Both measure 5" x 
7".

Item #91365 Price $1.00  (Vertical)

Item #91370 Price $1.00  (Horizontal)

Horizontal

Vertical

Kobee Manatee Plush
The Kobee Manatee® plush is back! 
You love reading about Kobee's 
adventures—now you can have 
Kobee with you while you do. 
With his purple cap and yellow 
jersey, he is an adorable and 
unique stuffed manatee who 
would love to go on your adventures. This 
12" plush is filled with polyester fibers, which 
help make Kobee very huggable. For a great gift, pair this 
Kobee plush with any one of the Kobee Manatee adventure 
books! 

Item #22420 Price $14.99

Visit shopsavethemanatee.org or call 1-800-432-JOIN (5646) to order today. 13

https://www.shopsavethemanatee.org/books-cds-and-dvds/kobee-manatee-a-wild-weather-adventure-hardcover-book/
https://www.shopsavethemanatee.org/jewelry/dichroic-glass-earrings/
https://www.shopsavethemanatee.org/holiday-items/manatee-isle-holiday-cards/
https://www.shopsavethemanatee.org/holiday-items/manatee-isle-holiday-cards/
https://www.shopsavethemanatee.org/holiday-items/watercolor-holiday-card/
https://www.shopsavethemanatee.org/apparel-and-accessories/manatee-baby-booties/
https://www.shopsavethemanatee.org/holiday-items/manatee-holiday-cards/
https://www.shopsavethemanatee.org/holiday-items/manatee-holiday-cards/
https://www.shopsavethemanatee.org/?p=catalog&mode=search&search_str=postcard&search_in=all
https://www.shopsavethemanatee.org/home-and-office/postcard-vertical/
https://www.shopsavethemanatee.org/home-and-office/postcard-horizontal/
https://www.shopsavethemanatee.org/kids-items/kobee-manatee-plush/
http://shopsavethemanatee.org


Dichroic Glass Necklace
This blue borosilicate dichroic glass manatee 
measures approximately 1.5" in length. 
The colors inside the glass look as if there 
are stars inside the manatee—absolutely 
gorgeous! Yours will be completely unique 
because they are handmade and no two 
are exactly alike. The pendant hangs on 
an 18" black satin cord with barrel clasp. 
Made of highly polished sterling silver, it 
has an open back, which makes it lighter. 
A simple and elegant design at an excellent 
price! Pair it with matching earrings for an 
amazing fashion statement.

Item #90555 Price $28.95

Trouble On the 
St. Johns River
The perfect book for an 
environmentally conscious middle-
schooler. Follow the summer 
adventures of brothers Bobby and 
Joey as they discover that kids 
really can make a difference in 
protecting wildlife and their habitat. 
Written and autographed by Jane 
R. Wood. 156-page, softcover 
book, suitable for ages 9-14.

Item #1007 Price $8.95

Save the Manatee 5K Race Medal
LIMITED QUANTITY

This finisher medal from the 15th 
Annual Save the Manatee 5K Race 
features two manatees joined by a heart. 
If you missed out on the run, here’s your 
chance to purchase the medal and raise 
awareness for manatees. Or, purchase it 
as a collector’s item!

Item #91718 Price $6.95 $3.50

Glass Wind Chime
Sit back and relax as you listen to the 
soothing sounds of this handmade wind 
chime. Designed specifically with Save the 
Manatee Club in mind, it is available in 
three variations made of blue 
or green bottled glass with a 
beautifully cut metal manatee 
that measures 6.5" across. This 
cleverly-made wind chime resists 
deterioration in the weather 
because the glass circle hangs 
by a microfilament braided line 
tied to a fishing clip that attaches 
to the metal top. A beautiful 
piece to accentuate any home 
or garden. Glass color may vary 
slightly. Proudly made in the USA.

Item #91101 Price $18.95

Cobalt 
Blue

Aqua

Green

Insulated Lunch Tote
This lunch tote can hold and 
insulate just what you need for 
your meal. It features a handle 
for easy carrying, is machine 
washable (drip dry), and stores 
flat for convenience. When filled 
it measures 12" x 11" x 6.5" 
It is made of flexible, 2.5 mm 
thick neoprene.

Item #32602 Price $11.00

Mini Manatee Notebook
LIMITED QUANTITY

Write it all down in a little black book. 
This pocket-size, hardcover notebook has 
a page marker and elastic closure and is 
available with blue or green page edging. 
It measures 5.25" x 3.75" x .5". This 
item has a limited stock and will not be 
sold again.  

Item #92021 Price $5.00

SMC 2019 T-Shirt—Adult/Youth
LIMITED QUANTITY

Custom-designed exclusively for 
Save the Manatee Club, these 
T-shirts are made of 100% pre-
shrunk cotton, have a tear-away 
tag, and are printed with water-
based ink for a soft feel. Size 4XL 
only is 90/10, cotton/poly blend 
and heather gray. Youth sizes 
available in small through large. 
Adult sizes are available in medium 
through 4XL. Our current stock is 
limited and this design will not be printed again.

Item #94501 Price $16.95 (Adult Size)

Item #94511 Price $12.95 (Youth Size)

Sizing Chart for Youth and Adult

(in inches) YS YM YL M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL

Body Length 20 22 24 29 30 31 32 33 34

Body Width 16 17 18 20 22 24 26 28 30

Visit shopsavethemanatee.org or call 1-800-432-JOIN (5646) to order today.14
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Seaside Hanging Decor
This is a special item for your porch or deck 
that will remind you of your support for 
manatees. The seaside-themed wall decoration 
makes soothing, subtle sounds in the wind, and 
the movement of this hanging piece, with the 
three manatees, is enchanting to watch. The 
decorative hanger features a 
mix of rope, wood, and stone, 
and is 36" long and 5" wide. 
Size and color may vary slightly.

Item #91104 Price $14.95

Meet the Manatees of Blue 
Spring DVD
Enjoy this DVD featuring a short 
educational video about manatees 
followed by above and underwater 
footage of manatees at Blue Spring 
State Park in Orange City, Florida. 
Watch mothers and calves and groups 
of manatees frolicking in the clear 
waters of the spring with background 
music by Steven Gruskin. All footage is recorded by Save 
the Manatee Club as part of the manatee research at Blue 
Spring. Runtime is 71 minutes.

Item #1101 Price $5.95

Marvelous Manatee Coloring 
Book
Now you can sit back, relax, and color 
manatees to your heart's content. 
This coloring book contains over 30 
pages of enchanting illustrations, 
line drawings, and manatee patterns. 
Single-sided pages prevent markers 
from bleeding through onto the 
next illustration. Color with pencils, 
crayons, or markers, and then frame 
and display your 8.5" x 11" artwork. Illustrated by Connie 
Roy. 

Item #56210 Price $11.95

16" Plush Manatee
Bring home an adorable plush 
gray manatee that bears a 
realistic resemblance to our 
favorite aquatic mammal. 
This stuffed manatee is 
16" long from head to 
tail. Stuffing material is 
polyester fiber.

Item #90088 Price $18.95

Artistic Manatee Coaster Set
Protect your furniture 
with these whimsical 
manatee designs. The 
coasters are 4" x 4" 
and .25" thick. They 
have a polyester top 
with neoprene rubber 
backing, are flexible, 
slip-resistant, durable, 
and washable. Sold in sets of foursets of four of the same design.

Item #82719 Price $12.95 $10.00

Manatee Mouse Pad  
This bright, colorful, 
and fun mouse pad 
is available in two 
different manatee 
designs. The pad 
measures 7.75" x 
9.25" and has a 
smooth polyester fabric 
top so it is easy to clean and a rubber backing that is nonskid. It 
is a convenient, durable, and whimsical addition to any desk.

Item #82711 Price $13.95 

Design: Coral Design: Seagrass

Design: Coral Design: Seagrass

Rustic Manatee Zone Sign
Save the Manatee Club is thrilled to carry this 
Manatee Zone sign etched on lightweight, 
rustic wood. The sign is 11.5" wide and 5" 
tall and hangs approximately 6" down from 
a hook or nail. It is so light it can even 
hang from a thumb tack! A fun item to 
decorate your porch, door, window 
or interior and display your manatee 
support for all to see. Each sign is 
handmade and no two are exactly 
alike so color may vary slightly.

Item #91105 Price $13.95

Manatee Print Tie
This specially crafted, 100% cotton 
manatee tie is a handsome addition to any 
wardrobe. Exclusive to Save the Manatee 
Club, the tie is hand stitched, measures 
approximately 56" long, and has a top-
quality, Italian-made interfacing inside to 
help it retain its shape. The charming blue 
print will encourage people to ask about 
manatees. For those giving as a gift, it is 
conveniently presented in a 14" x 5" white 
box with a gold elastic band. Handmade 
in the USA, each tie is slightly different, 
depending on where it is cut on the fabric.

Item #82722 Price $34.95
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Watch Manatee Webcams at

ManaTV.org

Get Up Close and Personal !

Would you like to use an article in this newsletter as reference material? 
You can use this APA citation style template: 

Author Last name, First name. (2021, June). Article Title. The Manatee Zone, 40(2). Page #

You can request a copy of this ad for your 
company or local newsletters. 

Email: agreco@savethemanatee.org

Donate Today
To read about the highlights of the Club’s impressive accomplishments, go to 

savethemanatee.org/smcinfo. Our work is only possible with your help. Please 
continue your generous support at savethemanatee.org/donate, or call us at 
1-800-432-JOIN (5646) to help us continue our ongoing efforts to protect manatees 

and their aquatic habitat.  Thank you! 
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