
Manatee Lesley Goes Home!
By Cora Berchem, Director of  Multimedia and Manatee Research Associate

Manatees On The Mend

Ralphie (above) was rescued in the 
IRL but could not be released there 

because of the water quality and 
was instead released in Blue Spring. 

Photo by Cora Berchem, SMC.
An aerial image (left) of the northern 
IRL. Photo courtesy of the St. John's 

River Water Management District.

For this installment of “Manatees on the Mend,” we have some 
exciting news! After almost three years in rehabilitation, Blue Spring 
manatee “Lesley” was able to be released back into the wild on January 
20, 2021. Lesley was named for biology teacher Lesley Argiri in Michigan, 
who organizes the annual Save the Manatee 5K race. Manatee Lesley 
had been rescued on March 22, 2018 for a watercraft wound on her back 
that had caused severe infection. In addition to the chronic watercraft 
wound, she was also extremely emaciated, which was reason for 
concern. Lesley was captured and transported to SeaWorld Orlando for 
rehabilitation along with her then dependent calf Leena. 

A State Of Emergency For Manatees:
The Indian River Lagoon And Beyond

The Indian River Lagoon (IRL) is one of Florida’s most important 
estuaries and an essential home to thousands of Florida’s imperiled 
manatees. As the direct result of human derelictions over many decades, 
the lagoon has suffered a series of harmful algal blooms, leading to 
massive losses in seagrass coverage and, in turn, the deaths of a heart-
rending number of manatees. Since December 1, 2020, over 300 manatees 
have died on the greater Atlantic Coast of Florida, with more than 200 
of those from the six Florida counties that make up the 156 miles of the 
IRL. Mortalities in Brevard County are especially grave. 

By Patrick M. Rose, Executive Director and Aquatic Biologist
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Ironically, these devastating losses are 
occurring while the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (FWS) has been preoccupied with 
downgrading the protected status for 
manatees and refusing to implement the very 
recovery measures that allowed the manatee 
population to grow over previous decades since 
their original classification as endangered in 
1967. The federally managed Manatee Recovery 
Program was once the pride of the FWS. 
Now it is underfunded and neglected, leaving 

manatees and manatee habitat to suffer the 
effects of habitat overdevelopment. While the 
foundation laid by FWS through many years of 
intense proactive planning is still sound, and 
the remaining staff are working exceedingly 
hard to ensure that sick and injured manatees 
are being rescued, they need much more 
immediate support.  

More specifically, staffing for the Manatee 
Recovery Program has been reduced, 
despite the growing problems 

Indian River Lagoon continued from page 1

Do you have a will? Protect what matters most.
A will is a powerful way to plan for the future and protect the people and causes (like
protecting manatees!) that you care about. To make this important task easier, we’ve
partnered with FreeWill to provide a free, online will-writing tool for Club supporters.

Get started on your will at freewill.com/savethemanatee. We are a 501(c)(3) nonprofit
organization. Our federal tax identification number (EIN) is 59-3131709. Thank you for caring!

These maps show the extent of seagrass (shaded green) in the Banana River Lagoon (BRL) over the 
last decade. The IRL, which connects with the southern part of the BRL, has experienced similar 

water quality and seagrass losses which have further worsened since 2019. Maps courtesy of the St. 
John's River Water Management District.

continued on page 6
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Manatee Lesley Goes Home continued from page 1

 Sign up to receive our Action Alerts, eNewsletter, and deals from our manatee merchandise store at 
savethemanatee.org/signup.

youtube.com/adoptamanatee              facebook.com/savethemanateeclub

instagram.com/adoptamanatee  twitter.com/savethemanatee

Since Leena was big and healthy, she was released 
back into the wild in late 2018, but Lesley needed 
more care. Due to the uniqueness of her injuries 
and associated infections, Lesley had to undergo 
several surgeries—some of them never attempted 
on a manatee before. Lesley is a prime example 
of how resilient manatees are and how they fight 
for their life. Despite her severe injuries, SeaWorld 
staff reported that she started eating almost 
immediately after her surgery, which was a good 
sign. Due to the dedicated care of the SeaWorld 
team over the past three years, on the day of her 
release, Lesley weighed almost 1,400 pounds and 
happily swam back out into the St. John’s River 
with a big splash. The next morning, she was seen 
among the 271 other manatees in the spring run 
that she calls her winter home. Lesley will always 
bear scars from her injuries, but we hope that she 
will adjust well to life back in the wild.

Just a few days prior to Lesley’s reintroduction 
into the wild, we assisted our partners with the 
rescue of a very small, 108-pound calf at Blue 
Spring. We had been monitoring the calf over the 
course of several weeks. Unfortunately, it was not 
actively nursing and its condition was declining 
rapidly. The female calf was hoop-netted from 
the research canoe and transported to SeaWorld 
Orlando for rehabilitation. SeaWorld staff reported 
that she settled in well and the hope is for her to 
make a full recovery. However, due to her small 
size, that might take several years.

In further good news, adoptee Una, who we 
helped release in the late summer, returned to 
Blue Spring and is doing very well! 

Lesley finally awaiting release at a boat ramp in Blue 
Spring State Park. Photo by Cora Berchem, SMC.

A small calf rescued at Blue Spring during the winter 
season. Photo courtesy of Cora Berchem, SMC. 
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Did you know that you can help fundraise for manatees? SMC has a free tool where you can create 
your own fundraising webpage to share with your family and friends. Visit justgiving.com/

savethemanateeclubinc to see how! To all who selflessly dedicate your birthdays, weddings, 
or anniversaries to raise funds; or dedicate marathons and cross-country adventures; or have a 
campaign “just because,” we, and the manatees you help save, are grateful for your support.

Manatee Mortality Data Incomplete
By Cheyenne Canon, Program Project Coordinator

Like most things in the 
world, even the counting 
and classification of manatee 
deaths was adversely 
affected by the pandemic. 
Due to COVID-19 health 
concerns, the Florida Fish 
and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission (FWC) limited 
both the collection of 
deceased manatees as well 
as necropsies to determine 
their cause of death. As a 
result, manatee mortality 
data for 2020 is unusually 
inconclusive. 

There were 637 manatee deaths recorded 
last year, the fourth-highest annual total ever 
recorded. The first and second-highest years, 
2013 and 2018 respectively, both had devastating 
outbreaks of red tide that added hundreds 
of deaths more than what would have been 
expected. The third-highest mortality total, in 
2010, was exacerbated by an abnormally cold 
winter season that caused many additional 
manatees to die of cold stress and cold shock. 
However, in 2020 there were no recognized 
abnormal natural mortality events like a red 
tide oubreak or extended cold front that would 

account for the higher total number of deaths. 
Previous patterns of increasing watercraft 
mortality together with a substantial number 
of manatees with new scars and the number 
of injured manatees requiring rescue strongly 
suggest that watercraft strikes contributed 
substantially more to 2020’s record manatee 
deaths among the manatees that were not 
necropsied.

Despite the restrictions brought on by the 
pandemic, the FWC, with assistance from the 
Manatee Rescue and Rehabilitation Program  
members, were able to rescue 120 manatees 

across the state. Twenty-
four percent of manatee 
rescues were because of 
watercraft injuries; 20% were 
from entrapment in a human 
structure, such as behind a 
levy; and 18% because of natural 
causes like cold stress. At least 
58% of manatee rescues in 2020 
were conducted because a 
manatee was injured or trapped 
through human actions.

2020 Florida Manatee Mortality Percentages

2020 Florida Manatee Rescue Percentages
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Homosassa Springs Wildlife State Park started 
off 2021 with hundreds of manatees seeking 
refuge in the sanctuaries along park boundaries. 
Some daily counts were estimated at over 200 
manatees, including many cow-calf pairs resting 
in the shallow waters. Multiple nights of cooler 
weather kept the manatees coming in along with 
species of saltwater fish. It is quite interesting to 
see snook, mangrove snapper, and sheepshead 
sharing the same warm-water space as our 
paddle-tailed friends. Hundreds of jack crevalle 
have been swirling and circling in the main spring 
as well, making for a beautiful scene when wild 
manatees are resting in sight of the Underwater 
Observatory.

Resident adoptees Ariel and Betsy continue 
to serve as species ambassadors to park visitors. 
While we currently do not offer daily manatee 
programs, the manatee ladies provide an 
opportunity to see a manatee every day. Visitors 
often remark on the size of Betsy and Ariel and 

yes, they are rather large compared to manatees 
found in the wild. Their weight and other body 
measurements are carefully monitored by our park 
veterinarian during routine health assessments. 
Despite their size, and approved veterinary diet, 
they always act hungry around feeding time.

Our Manatee Watch volunteers have been 
working hard protecting manatees on the 
Homosassa River. Volunteers paddle the Blue 
Water daily and chat with boaters, anglers, 
captains, and swimmers about manatees and the 
area. Their dedication extends beyond education 
as they routinely pick up garbage from the delicate 
environment. Recently, one manatee watch 
volunteer even found a head of cabbage that 
someone had put in the water, assumed to be an 
attempt to feed wild manatees. It is important to 
remember that it is illegal to offer food or water 
to wild manatees. The laws are there to keep 
manatees healthy and safe!

Manatees Hunker Down At Homosassa Springs
By Kate Spratt, Park Services Specialist, Homosassa Springs Wildlife State Park 

Ellie Schiller Homosassa Springs Wildlife State Park Adoption Update

Betsy enjoying a swim across the Homosassa main spring on a brilliant morning. Photo courtesy of Kate Spratt. 5



Have you ever thought about becoming a Club volunteer? Or joining our Manatee Sighting 
Network? Or contacting decision makers? To find out more about all the ways you can help, 

go to savethemanatee.org/moreways. 
Thank you so much! You make a big difference in the lives of manatees!

manatees have faced since they were 
prematurely and unjustifiably downlisted 
from “endangered” to “threatened” on the 
Endangered Species List in 2017. There is no 
active Manatee Recovery Team, Manatee 
Implementation Team, or Manatee Warm-
Water Task Force. I fear that the FWS is more 
concerned with rashly removing the manatee 
from the endangered species list altogether 
rather than ensuring that imperiled manatees 
are truly and fully recovered.

What must be done immediately? First, the 
FWS must intensify its support for the efforts 
of the Manatee Rescue and Rehabilitation 
Partnership (MRP) with emergency funding 
to ensure that every sick and injured manatee 
will receive emergency assistance and care 
at partner facilities, which include a number 
of zoos and aquariums both in and outside 
of Florida. Right now, record numbers of 
manatees need acute care, and these facilities 
do not have enough room for all of them. 

As a founding Partner of the MRP, Save the 
Manatee Club has intensified its commitment to 
manatee rescue and rehabilitation by fulfilling 
the role of fiduciary sponsor for the MRP. As 
part of our increased commitment to the MRP, 
the Club has also increased our matching funds 
at this critical time when each MRP partner 
is dealing with COVID-19 and the prolonged 
challenges of increasing demand for critical 
-care space. These combined demands make 
it even more crucial that the FWS steps up its 
monetary and staffing commitment to the 
program as soon as possible. 

The FWS needs to immediately provide 
additional support for the Manatee Recovery 
Coordinator and reconvene both the Manatee 
Implementation Team and Manatee Warm-

Water Task Force to accomplish essential 
recovery tasks and prevent more catastrophes. 
The FWS should also ensure the U.S. Geological 
Survey continues their excellent research 
on manatee habitat use. With the current 
devastation of manatee forage in the Indian 
River Lagoon, this research is especially critical 
for the foreseeable future. Understanding the 
causes and developing cures for the collapse of 
seagrasses and other forage needs emergency 
priority.

Finally, the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission (FWC) must also 
receive the resources and staffing necessary 
to carry out its historically strong role as the 
lead coordinator and supporting partner of 
the MRP. Because of increasing demands on 
the FWC overall, more funding is needed to 
ensure its essential manatee research and 
management responsibilities continue. These 
include conducting necropsies and biological 
testing that reveal the different causes behind 
why so many manatees are dying.

Manatees are an essential species within 
our aquatic ecosystems. Saving manatees and 
the seagrasses upon which so many species 
depend must be given higher priority if we 
are to reverse these devastating losses. Please 
write to Florida Governor Ron DeSantis and 
urge him to support increased funding for the 
FWC and to implore President Biden to press 
the FWS to do more to come to the aid of the 
manatees and the Indian River Lagoon.

Patrick Rose is Save the Manatee Club’s 
Executive Director. Pat has over 45 years’ 
experience working with manatees and is an 
Aquatic Biologist and Certified Public Manager. 
He is considered to be one of the world’s 
leading experts on the Florida manatee.

Indian River Lagoon continued from page 2

Readers interested in having access to the technical scientific literature along with the 
popular literature on manatees and their relatives can find a comprehensive, annotated 

bibliography and index to all such publications at sirendom.org/biblio.
 This site encompasses over 500 years of published information on sirenians, with over 

6,500 separate references.
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Donate to SMC every time you shop on Amazon. Go to smile.amazon.com, select Save 
the Manatee Club as your preferred charity, and then log in as you normally would. Amazon 

will then donate the equivalent of .5% of your eligible purchases to the Club.

By Wayne Hartley, Manatee Specialist             

A Full House This Season!
Blue Spring State Park Adoption Update

Nearly all of the Blue Spring adoptees were spotted during the winter season. Photos were captured during 
SMC's research at Blue Spring. Photos by Cora Berchem and Wayne Hartley, SMC.

The season began on November 19th, even though it was still a 
little warm. As of this writing, we have seen 701 individual manatees in 
the spring. Of those, 366 have returned from last season and 12 from 
seasons past. We counted a record 77 calves. We have been unable 
to identify 246 individuals. One of the manatees from seasons past, 
Lesley (not an adoptee), was returned from SeaWorld Orlando after 
three years of treatment for a terrible boat wound.

The Save the Manatee Club (SMC) adoptees were coming into the 
spring from the beginning of the season. Big Lily was in on November 
19th, and Annie was in the next day. Annie appears to be pregnant. 
As I mentioned, it was warm, so no more adoptees turned up until 
December. Gator, Una, and Phyllis (with her calf) were in on December 
2nd. December 3rd was a big day! Adoptees arrived in the following 
order: Margarito, Deep Dent, Brutus, Lucille, Aqua (with her calf), Flash, 
Floyd, and Paddy Doyle. Brutus and Flash were already seen on more 
days than in many recent seasons. The parade continued on the 4th 
with Philip, Howie, Moo Shoo, Whiskers, and Nick showing up for roll 
call. By December 12th, all the adoptees had been seen, including Doc 
on the webcam on the 6th, Rocket on the 7th, Lenny on the 10th, and 
Merlin on the 12th.

Four Blue Spring manatees have died since the season started. Josh, 
Hari, O’Neil, and Abbot all died in the first half of December. Although 
none were adoptees, they all seemed like family to me. Abbot was 
recovered in the Blue Spring run on December 1st. Josh, Hari, and 
O’Neil were all discovered on the same day, December 12th. Josh and 
O’Neil died near the park, and Hari died to the north of Blue Spring. 
Josh was suffering from a severe boat strike. The cause of death of 
the others is uncertain.  

Better news is the return of Schwinn, aka Wheelie or Bike Tire. 
Schwinn came into Blue Spring with a bike tire around his body last 
season. Many attempts were made to capture Schwinn, but he evaded 
them all. On Schwinn’s return, the bike tire was missing. Schwinn looks 
and acts very healthy, though badly scarred. In other news a calf that 
was failing to thrive has been captured in a joint effort by FWC, Florida 
Park Service, and SMC. The little female is undergoing treatment at 
SeaWorld.

Aqua

Una Philip

Paddy 
Doyle

Doc

Merlin

Margarito

Phyllis

Nick

Brutus

Merlin
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While the most well-documented and 
extensive population of manatees is located 
in Florida’s waters, manatee species exist in 
many other countries. All manatee species, 
as well as dugongs, are listed as vulnerable 
with decreasing populations, according to 
the International Union for Conservation of 
Nature. In 2020, Save the Manatee Club (SMC) 
provided critical financial support for several 
international organizations that support 
manatee conservation and protection. 

Early in the year, $1,500 was granted to the 
African Aquatic Conservation Fund to cover the 
costs of travel for 10 speakers at the First African 
Manatee Symposium in Senegal. Unfortunately, 
the symposium was continually delayed due 
to the pandemic and was eventually moved 
online in January 2021. Instead of travel to the 
conference, the funding was repurposed to 
assist speakers in either purchasing an internet 
connection or traveling to an area where an 
internet connection is available.

Southeast of Senegal, in Cameroon, the 
Club provided a grant of $5,000 to the African 
Marine Mammal Conservation Organization 
(AMMCO) to support their efforts to remove 
an aggressive, invasive 
plant from Lake Ossa. 
Lake Ossa was a home 
to manatees and many 
other animals but was 
overgrown by the 
invasive plant Salvinia 
molesta. Funding will 
be used to cultivate 
a small beetle, the 
salvinia weevil, which 
voraciously consumes 
the salvinia plant. Once 
S. molesta is gone, 
native plant life and 
animals, including 
manatees, can return.

Across the Atlantic Ocean, in Lerma, Mexico, 
Dr. Benjamin Morales at The College of the 
Southern Border submitted a grant proposal to 
purchase a manatee GPS tag. The tag is intended 
for a young manatee named "Daniel" that was 
rescued as an orphan in 2003. He was released 
in 2004 and was outfitted with a tag at that 
time, but the tag stopped working last year. 

SMC granted $4,500 to Dr. Morales, covering 
the cost of a replacement. Tracking Daniel’s 
movements provides valuable information to 
researchers, and it plays a role in determining 
the best methods to rehabilitate and release 
Antillean manatees in Mexico in the future.

Further south, in Belize, Wildtracks was 
hit early by the pandemic. In April, many of 
their volunteers from other countries were 
forced to return home as nations restricted 
international travel. On short notice, Wildtracks 
was forced to hire local help to keep their 
day-to-day operations going. For this purpose, 
SMC provided a $4,900 emergency grant. 

Additionally, we funded the purchase of a 
pressure washer to clean the manatee pools, 
significantly reducing the time required to 
wash the pools. We followed up shortly after 
by sending them the Amazon.com wish list 
donations we had received totaling $8,300 
worth of goods, including hundreds of pounds 
of Esbilac formula. Additionally, SMC contributed 
$1,000 to Wildtracks’ Back to the Wild fundraiser. 
Donations from that fundraiser are being used to 
tag four rehabilitated manatees in preparation 
for their release. 

This work cannot be accomplished without 
the continued support of our amazing donors. 
If you would like to contribute directly to our 
international activities, please consider donating 
to our International Rescue Fund or by purchasing 
an item from our Amazon.com wish list.

Helping Manatees Around The World
By Cheyenne Canon, Program Project Coordinator

A salvinia weevil being 
reared for release 

in Lake Ossa. Photo 
courtesy of AMMCO.

Wildtracks uses the SMC-funded pressure 
washer to clean the manatee pool (right) and 
then tiled it (left) for easier cleaning in the 

future. Photos courtesy of Wildtracks.

Shop our Amazon.com wish list today!
savethemanatee.org/wishlist
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At Save the Manatee Club (SMC), one of our 
key objectives is to increase public awareness 
and education about manatees and their aquatic 
habitat. We make considerable efforts to reach new 
audiences with our message. “Outreach” includes 
all the ways we connect with future manatee 
advocates, from boaters on Florida’s waterways 
to students all over the world.

Events have always been one of our favorite 
methods for reaching out to the local community. 
At the start of 2020, SMC tabled at several events, 
from large fairs like the Florida Manatee Festival 
in Crystal River, to smaller volunteer-led Education 
Days at Blue Spring State Park. By March 2020, 11 
festivals we had been planning to attend in the 
spring were canceled. These cancellations, however, 
freed up time to plan virtually engaging content 
and other outreach opportunities.

SMC’s virtual presentation program, launched in 
August, lets educators and group leaders request 
presentations on manatees from guest speakers. 
Volunteers and staff have since presented to 
thousands of listeners, including students, sailors, 
and scuba divers. It’s always fun to hear the curious 
questions from audience 
members who may have 
never heard of manatees 
before.

Also central to our 
efforts is strategic outreach 
to folks who spend time on 
the water with manatees. 
SMC’s Guardian Guides 
manatee stewardship 
program was revitalized 
last year as there is an 
urgent need to ensure 
that manatees are not 
harassed by exuberant 
tourists. This certification 
recognizes commercial 
tour operators in Florida 
who follow manatee-safe 
practices and educate their 
guests about this imperiled 

species. Throughout the year, we also reach out 
and offer waterway signage, boater safety packets, 
and educational handouts to organizations that 
could benefit from these materials. Recipients 
include parks departments, nature centers, tourism 
offices, boating groups, and more.

Our outreach is made easier by a team of 
dedicated volunteers who are truly voices for 
manatees. Any current or new volunteer can 
become a Manatee Outreach Ambassador and look 
for avenues to channel our outreach efforts. We 
are also seeking new voices and volunteers with 
experience in industries that need more awareness 
about manatees, such as boating, tourism, real 
estate, education, and event planning.

If you are reading this newsletter, you are already 
a steward for manatees. You have learned about 
the perils they face in the wild, from watercraft 
collisions, to weakened protections, to loss of 
aquatic habitat. Now, you can assist Save the 
Manatee Club in reaching more manatee stewards 
this year. Join our team at savethemanatee.org/
volunteer, or please email me with your ideas at 
agreco@savethemanatee.org. 

Outreach Fosters Manatee Education And Stewardship
By Ally Greco, Director of  Communications and Outreach

Tour company and newly-certified Guardian Guide, Lake Life Paddle receives 
a presentation on manatees and manatee-safe paddling from Ally Greco. Photo 

courtesy of Lake Life Paddle.

Does the company you work for have a Matching Gifts Program? If they do, your employer may be 
able to match your donations to Save the Manatee Club. 

Have questions? Call us at 1-800-432-5646.
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Until 10 years ago I had never heard of an 
animal called a “manatee.” We don’t have them 
in Germany, where I grew up, or in New York, 
where I was living at the time. With a B.A. in 
Communication Studies/Filmmaking and an 
M.A. in Film/Media and American Studies, I was 
doing freelance work in the assistant directing 
and camera department on various film projects 
and television shows, mainly in New York City. A 
work trip brought me to Miami in December of 
2011 where the hotel we stayed at was running a 
promotion about manatees by selling manatee 
plushies—my first manatee sighting!

The little cardboard tag attached to the 
manatee indicated manatees were endangered 
and needed all the help they could get. After 
diving into researching manatees and reading 
anything and everything I could get my hands 
on, as well as adopting a manatee from Save 
the Manatee Club (SMC), I decided to make my 
own feature-length independent documentary 
titled “Before It’s Too Late” in early 2013. 
In the process, I met wonderful people all 
around Florida rescuing, rehabbing, releasing, 
and advocating for manatees. At the time, an 
unprecedented red tide outbreak was affecting 
manatees in southwest Florida, and I wanted 
to make a difference like the people I’d met. 
So, when I was offered a short, three-month 
independent contract position with Save the 
Manatee Club in early 2014 to assist with the 
live webcams at Blue Spring and some public 
service announcements, I immediately packed 
my bags for a short stint in Florida. 

Amazingly, the independent contract 
position turned into a full-time staff position in 
2015, so I eventually moved to Florida full-time. 
In addition to working on all things media related 
for SMC, over time I also got the opportunity 
to assist with the research at Blue Spring as 
well as to participate in manatee rescues, 
releases, recoveries, and health assessments. 
I am honored to join SMC Manatee Specialist 
Wayne Hartley on his morning roll calls, learning 
the research he started 40 years ago. Luckily, 
I have a photographic memory, which doesn’t 

allow me to remember people’s names, but it 
allows me to memorize individual manatees, 
which we sadly identify by the scars they have, 
mostly from boat collisions. On a “good” day, 
under favorable conditions, I am now able to 
identify close to 300 manatees by myself. 

In addition to counting and identifying the 
manatees each morning in the winter, I also 
enjoy using the webcam, both to share the 
beautiful world of the Blue Spring manatees 
with the public as well as for many research 
projects. To expand my knowledge in the field, I 
recently enrolled at the University of Florida to 
study Aquatic Animal Health and Conservation. 
To this day, I believe one of the most important 
things we can do is to communicate science 
effectively to the public, encouraging them 
to care and to initiate change. My background 
in communication allows me to do exactly 
that through giving presentations, producing 
educational videos, and engaging people on 
social media.

Had someone told me 10 years ago I would 
be living in Florida working with manatees, I 
would have laughed. Now I cannot imagine 
doing anything else. There are so many ways 
to discover a profession you love and find 
fulfilling. And you should never underestimate 
the influence a stuffed animal can have!

Staff Story: The Road Less Traveled
By Cora Berchem, Director of  Multimedia and Manatee Research Associate

Cora films manatee specialist Wayne Hartley 
for her 2013 film "Before It's Too Late." Photo 

courtesy of Cora Berchem.

Please notify us with your new address! It will save us about $1.00 in extra postage. In the U.S. 
call us toll free at 1-800-432-5646, email us at membership@savethemanatee.org, or mail a 

change of address card to us. Also, please notify us if your email address changes.1010
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DISL On High Alert For Cold-Stressed Manatees
By Dr. Ruth Carmichael, Director of  DISL/MSN, and Elizabeth Hieb, DISL Research Technician

In recent years, manatee sightings during 
winter months have increased in the northern Gulf 
of Mexico, and this year was no exception. From 
November through January, the Dauphin Island 
Sea Lab’s Manatee Sighting Network (DISL/MSN) 
received notification of more than 50 manatee 
sightings from Louisiana through the Florida 
Panhandle. These sightings included a manatee 
spotted in western Mississippi and monitored 
by DISL/MSN staff for cold stress. Working with 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Florida Fish 
and Wildlife Conservation Commission, and U.S. 
Geological Survey’s Sirenia Project, this manatee 
was identified as “Keenan,” a well-known manatee 
with a sighting history dating back to 1979 from 

Brevard County, Florida. Sightings of Keenan in 
Mississippi provide important data on manatee 
movements between the Atlantic coast of Florida 
and the northern Gulf of Mexico. A rescue effort 
was coordinated for Keenan in early January. As 
is often the case, this manatee moved from the 
area shortly before rescue teams arrived. We 
remain vigilant for at-risk manatees like Keenan 
throughout the cold season. DISL/MSN also 
continues to monitor for sightings of SMC adoptee 
Bama in the northern Gulf or at known warm-
water refuge sites. Bama last made an appearance 
in Alabama in October, and we are hopeful to see 
her again in our area this summer!

Alabama/DISL Adoption Update

Winter is the time when manatees migrate to 
their warm-water, winter homes in Florida, which 
can be natural springs or the warm-water outflow 
from power plants. This is also the best time to spot 

manatees as they congregate in large aggregations 
to stay warm. East coast manatee adoptee Illusion 
was seen by our partners from the Florida Fish 
and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) at 

the Riviera Beach power plant on January 
19, 2021. It was a cold morning, and many 
manatees were gathering at the warm-
water outflow of the plant. Adoptee Millie 
was not spotted this winter, but since she 
is known to travel more widely, hopefully 
researchers were simply not in the right 
place at the right time! Millie is a very large, 
experienced manatee who is well adapted 
to finding suitable winter habitat.

While Tampa Bay adoptees Elsie, Jemp, 
and Ginger remained elusive, adoptee 
Flicker was seen three times at the Tampa 
Electric (TECO) Big Bend power plant by 
our partners from from FWC on December 
2 and 11, 2020 and once again on February 
4, 2021. Vector accompanied Flicker on 
December 11th and February 4th! 

By Cora Berchem, Director of  Multimedia and Manatee Research Associate

Illusion, Flicker, & Vector Spotted!

Illusion at the Riviera Beach power plant on January 19th. 
Photo courtesy of FWC.

Tampa Bay and East Coast Adoption Update

Learn about manatees and have fun while you do! Watch videos, find cool facts, get educational 
resources, and find out where you can see manatees in person. For all of this, and more, go to 

savethemanatee.org/coolstuff.
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Into 

Action!

Adopt-A-Manatee® 
1-800-432-JOIN (5646)  
savethemanatee.org
Photo © David Schrichte

You can request a copy of this PSA for your company, 
website, or local newsletters. Email your request to Ally 

Greco at agreco@savethemanatee.org. Standard and 
custom sizes are available. 

Man versus Manatee 
"Plankton"

Rachel "Jo" Arnow began illustrating 
Man versus Manatee in 2012. She had no 
intention of starting a webcomic when 
she jotted down a sketch of a manatee 
munching on a diver's hand, but that 

episode, titled "Man versus Manatee," 
soon became the start of an entire 

series that continues to this day. Read 
more about Rachel's story, and find 

more episodes, at manvsmanatee.com.

Join us at the 1st Annual Save the 
Manatee Golf Tournament

Tee off for manatees at our first ever golf tourna-
ment fundraiser on Saturday, May 1st at Hidden 
Lakes Golf Club in New Smyrna Beach, Florida. 
Golfers will play 18 holes in a four-person scramble 
format. A registration fee of $75 per golfer includes 
carts, a goody bag, lunch, and opportunities to 
win prizes. All proceeds benefit Save the Manatee 
Club’s manatee conservation efforts. Register at 
savethemanatee.org/golf.
Not a golfer but want to get involved? Consider 

sponsoring a hole for $100 or donating 
prizes or unique offerings from your 
business. Volunteers are also needed. 

Call 1-800-432-5646 or email Ally Greco at 
agreco@savethemanatee.org to set up 

your sponsorship or to vol-
unteer.

Sign up now for the 18th Annual 
Save the Manatee 5K

Registration for the 18th Annual Save the Manatee 
5K is now open at savethemanatee5k.com. This 
year, the race will be completely virtual. Join thou-
sands of manatee fans from around 
the world in this virtual race that can 
be completed anywhere, anytime. 
Racers receive a packet, which in-
cludes a manatee t-shirt, medal, and 
race bib. Proceeds from the event 
support Save the Manatee Club.
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The Take-A-Break Activity Corner

Which is the West Indian 
manatee?

Which is seagrass?

Which is a manatee 
tracking device?

Which animal is an 
herbivore?

Which map is of 
Hillsborough County, 

Florida?

Which animal is most 
closely related to the 

manatee?

Which government 
agency organizes 
manatee rescues?

Which part of the 
manatee is the fluke?

1.

6.

5.

4.

3.

2.

8.

7.

C.B.A.

C.B.A.

C.B.A.

C.B.A.

C.B.A.

C.B.A.

C.B.A.

C.B.A.

Picture Matching Game
Have you read your membership handbook? Test your manatee knowledge with this picture trivia 

game! For each question in the left column, circle one answer in the right column. 
The answers are at the bottom of the next page.



Answers to the matching game: 1B, 2A, 3C, 4C, 5A, 6B, 7A, 8B

Manatee Merchandise
Find these items and more at shopsavethemanatee.org.
For questions please call our toll free number at 1-800-432-5646
or email catalog@savethemanatee.org.

Visit shopsavethemanatee.org or call 1-800-432-JOIN (5646) to order today.14
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2021
Save the Manatee®  Club

Save the Manatee® Club, co-founded by Jimmy Buffett,  
is an award-winning, international nonprofit  conservation  

organization and the voice for manatees since 1981.

40th Anniversary Edition40th Anniversary Edition

Save the Manatee 2021 Calendar
40th Anniversary Edition! 

Celebrate your love for 
manatees all year long! 
This beautiful calendar 
features your favorite 
gentle giant and provides 
a new and stunning 
underwater manatee 
photo for each month of 
the year. It also includes 
a bonus image and 
12 thumbnail photos. 
Measuring 12” x 24” 
when open, and printed 
in America on Forest 
Stewardship Council (FSC) certified paper from managed 
forests using soy ink, this amazing calendar will make a great 
gift for a family member, friend, or even yourself. Also, as 
an added bonus, located inside each calendar you will find a 
coupon for 20% off your next Manatee Store purchase. These 
beautiful manatee photos were donated to Save the Manatee 
Club by award-winning wildlife photographers, and proceeds 
from your purchase go toward our life-saving manatee 
conservation work.  

Item #91021 Price $14.99 $4.99

HOW TO ORDER: 
 » Order online: Go to shopsavethemanatee.org.
 » Order by phone: Call toll-free 1-800-432-JOIN (5646) 
in the United States and Canada. For international 
orders, call 407-539-0990. Our office hours are 
 Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. EST.
 » Order by mail: Mail a check or money order to 500 N. 
Maitland Ave. Suite 210, Maitland, FL 32751. Call 
to receive an estimate of shipping costs. Orders shipped 
to a Florida address must include payment for a 6.5% 
sales tax.

Meet the Manatees of Blue 
Spring DVD
Enjoy this DVD featuring a short 
educational video about manatees 
followed by above and underwater 
footage of manatees at Blue Spring 
State Park in Orange City, Florida. 
Watch mothers and calves and 
groups of manatees frolicking in the 
clear waters of the spring. All footage is 
recorded by Save the Manatee Club as part of the manatee 
research at Blue Spring. Runtime is 71 minutes.

Item #1101 Price $5.95

Due to COVID-19, Save the Manatee Club's office and shop remain closed to the public with limited in-
office staff. As a result, orders placed at The Manatee Store may experience delays in shipping. Save the 
Manatee Club is committed to ensuring the safety of our staff and constituents. We will fulfill orders as 
often and as quickly as we are able. If you plan to pay by check, we strongly encourage you to call Save 

the Manatee Club and place your order first to reserve your items.

Belize Handmade Braided 
Pendant
Enjoy a rare opportunity to own this 
beautifully-crafted pendant handmade in 
Belize. The strands are braided into an 
exquisite V-shape in which the unique 
coconut shell disc is attached. The adjustable 
cord creates a varying length necklace, which 
expands up to 25". The disc is approximately 
1.75" in diameter. There are no metal 
components. A portion of the proceeds go to 
supporting Wildtracks, Belize's only manatee 
rehabilitation facility.

Item #97776 Price $22.00

Belize Handmade Bracelet
You can own 
this rare and 
beautifully-
crafted piece, 
handmade in Belize with care and respect for the manatee.  
This unique bracelet is created out of coconut shell and 
beaded cord. It measures approximately 7" long, and there 
are no metal components. A portion of each purchase goes 
back to supporting Wildtracks, the only manatee rehibiliation 
certer in Belize.

Item #97778 Price $20.00
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Belize Handmade Gray Bracelet
Here is a unique opportunity to own a beautifully-crafted 
piece, handmade in Belize. Each piece is crafted with the 
same care and respect as that of the manatee. This bracelet 
is created out of hand-painted coconut shell, with teal-
colored beads on an adjustable 
black cord. There are no 
metal components. A 
portion of the proceeds 
goes toward supporting 
Wildtracks, Belize's only 
manatee rehabilitation facility. 

Item #97773 Price $20.00

Belize Handmade Pink Heart 
Necklace
Enjoy a rare opportunity to own this 
charming piece that is handmade in Belize. 
Hand-carved from polished coconut shells, 
each manatee with heart is hand-painted 
and hangs from a wooden bead on an 
adjustable black cord. The adjustable cord is 
a variable length necklace, which expands 
up to 25". There are no metal components. 
A portion of the proceeds goes back to 
supporting Wildtracks, Belize's only manatee 
rehabilitation facility.

Item #97772 Price $21.00

Belize Handmade Gray 
Necklace
Enjoy a rare opportunity to own this lovingly-
crafted piece, handmade in Belize. Hung from a 
black cord, each manatee is made out of coconut 
shells and hand-painted gray for decoration. The 
adjustable cord is a variable length necklace, 
which expands up to 25". There are no metal 
components. A portion of the proceeds goes 
back to supporting Wildtracks, Belize's only 
manatee rehabilitation facility.

Item #97770 Price $20.00 

Marvelous Manatee Coloring 
Book
Now you can sit back, relax, 
and color manatees to your 
heart's content. This coloring 
book contains over 30 pages 
of enchanting illustrations, line 
drawings, and manatee patterns. 
Single-sided pages prevent markers 
from bleeding through onto the 
next illustration. Color with pencils, 
crayons, or markers, and then 
frame and display your 8.5" x 11" artwork. Illustrated by 
Connie Roy. 

Item #56210 Price $11.95

Saving Paddy 
Doyle CD
Written by Capt'n Harry, the 
founder and past president of the 
Tampa Bay Parrot Heads, this CD 
is filled with 11 original tropical 
rock songs featuring 10 talented 
tropical rock musicians.   

Item #1124 Price $10.00

Mom and Calf Tote Bag
Take a manatee mom and 
calf everywhere you go with 
this adorable tote bag! It 
has a zippered closure and 
a small zippered pocket on 
the inside to hold those 
easy-to-lose items. The bag 
measures 18" x 5" x 10" 
and is made of a durable 
canvas material. Made in 
the USA!

Item #32518 Price $27.95 

Artistic Manatee Coaster Set
Protect your 
furniture with 
these whimsical 
manatee designs. 
These coasters 
are 4" x 4" 
and .25" thick. 
They have a 
polyester top with 
neoprene rubber backing, are flexible, slip-resistant, durable, 
and washable. Sold in sets of four of the same design.

Item #82719 Price $12.95 $10.00

Seagrass Coral

Manatee Postcard 
—Vertical
This postcard features a beautiful 
image by well-known wildlife 
photographer Gregory Sweeney. It 
measures 5" x 7". Collect all of our 
Gregory Sweeney postcards and send 
them or frame them!

Item #91365 Price $1.00
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Donate Today
To read about the highlights of the Club’s impressive accomplishments, go 

to savethemanatee.org/smcinfo. Our work is only possible with your help. 
Please continue your generous support at savethemanatee.org/donate, or 

call us at 1-800-432-JOIN (5646) to help us continue our ongoing efforts to 
protect manatees and their aquatic habitat. Thank you! 
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