
More than a dozen MRP member volunteers carry BaBa and her calf, Jaetay, 
down a boat ramp to release them into Sykes Creek. Photo courtesy of 
Melissa Fishman.

Manatee Research in Northern Gulf of Mexico
By Dr. Ruth Carmichael, Director, and Elizabeth Hieb, Research Technician, DISL 

Alabama/DISL Adoption Update

The Dauphin Island Sea Lab’s Manatee Sighting Network (DISL/MSN) 
is on pace to collect a record-setting number of sightings in the northern 
Gulf of Mexico (nGOM) this year. As of late July, DISL/MSN has recorded 
nearly 200 publicly reported manatee sightings in Alabama waters, along 
with dozens of additional sightings in Mississippi, Louisiana, Texas, and 
the Florida panhandle. DISL/MSN works with other research groups 
across the nGOM to act as a clearinghouse for manatee sightings in 
the region. We also collect photos from sightings to identify individual 
manatees based on their unique scar patterns, and we are always on the 
lookout for Save the Manatee Club (SMC) adoptee Bama and her distinct 
triangular body scar. Just as this article went to press, 

Together, We Face One Day at a Time
As I reflect on the many challenges facing man and manatees during 

the COVID-19 pandemic, I am reminded more than ever just how fortunate 
I am to be able to dedicate my life’s work to helping make this world a 
better place for manatees and aquatic ecosystems. Toward that end, I 
am sobered by the reality that all the important goings-on in our lives 
must be tempered by the demands of this pandemic. Our methods 
to accomplish our mission to protect manatees have been severely 
challenged by the need to adjust our everyday lives to accommodate 
safety concerns in response to the coronavirus.

Thanks to your continued support and trust, Save the Manatee 
Club and our committed manatee partners are rising to the occasion 
in the face of growing difficulties. In the midst of the pandemic we 
have seen a troubling increase in the number of very 

By Patrick M. Rose, Executive Director
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young manatees dying in certain regions 
of the state. Meanwhile, a large number 
of manatees have died without the usual 
necropsies being performed, leaving the cause 
of their death a mystery. Although efforts to 
perform necropsies have suffered due to safety 
constraints, I am  grateful to report that our 
manatee rescue partners remained very active 
even during the worst times of this year. The 
news in this regard is bittersweet, and I am torn 
in reporting that 71 sick or injured manatees 
have been rescued so far in 2020. Of those 
manatees that were rescued, 23 continue to be 
cared for by Manatee Rescue and Rehabilitation 
Partnership (MRP) members. On the brighter 
side, I am excited  to report that 33 have been 
nursed back to health and have already been 
successfully returned to the wild, including a 
mother manatee named BaBa and her new 
calf Jaetay, who was born in captivity after 
her mother’s rescue. 

Our fervent hope is that as the pandemic 
remains with us that our many MRP partners 
will have the staffing and monetary resources 
to continue to rescue and medically treat every 
manatee that needs to be helped. 

The stark, sad reality is that the longer this 
crisis endures, the more difficult it will be to 
keep up in the face of continuing economic 
hardships among our many selfless manatee 
partners. Save the Manatee Club, thanks to 
your continuing support, is committed to doing 
all that we can to ensure that no manatee goes 
uncared for in their time of need.

To do this will require making our voices 
heard when the Florida Legislature, the U.S. 
Congress, and the government agencies 
under their purview are faced with making 
severe cuts to their existing budgets due to 
revenue shortfalls associated with the lingering 
pandemic.

If you have not done so already, please be 
sure to sign up for our Action Alert Network 
and share those alerts with your friends and 
family so that you will be ready when we need 
you to reach out to these lawmakers to urge 
them to keep vital funding in place for manatee 
rescues. And just as important, to ensure the 
continued support for the medical treatments 
necessary to restore them to good health for 
their safe return to the wild.

Sign up at savethemanatee.org/action.

One Day at a Time continued from page 1

Have you ever thought about becoming a Club volunteer? Or joining our Manatee Sighting 
Network? Or contacting decision makers? To find out more about all the ways you can help, go 
to savethemanatee.org/moreways. You can make a big difference in the lives of manatees!

While awaiting release, BaBa's (top) scar patterns 
are highlighted with a temporary marker before being 
photographed for the scar identification database. 
Jaetay (right) was born to BaBa while she was being 
rehabilitated at SeaWorld. Photos courtesy of Melissa 
Fishman.
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Alabama/DISL Update continued from page 1

 Sign up to receive our Action Alerts, eNewsletter, and deals from our manatee merchandise store at 
savethemanatee.org/signup.

DISL/MSN received our first confirmed sighting 
of Bama in Alabama waters in 2020!  Bama was 
spotted with four other adult manatees feeding 
on submerged vegetation in Dog River, a tributary 
of Mobile Bay, Alabama.  We hope to receive more 
sightings of this sly girl as the summer continues 
and will be sure to report updates in the next issue!

In addition to our citizen science-based sighting 
network, DISL/MSN conducts targeted research 
to understand manatee migration, habitat and 
resource use, distribution, and abundance in 
Alabama and surrounding waters. For example, 
since 2009 DISL/MSN has tagged 13 manatees 
in Alabama waters, using satellite GPS data to 
track movements from warm-water refuge sites 
in peninsular Florida to warm season 
habitats in the nGOM. SMC adoptee 
Bama was the first manatee tagged by 
MSN! Tag data from Bama and other 
manatees have identified Mobile Bay, 
Alabama, as a major migratory stopover 
or endpoint for some manatees. Our 
tagging and sighting data also have 
shown that some manatees use 
shipping channels as travel corridors, 
especially during seasonal migrations. 
This information is important to reduce 
potential risks of boat-strikes in areas 
where both small recreational vessels 
and large commercial ships may impact 
manatees. Managing risks from boat-
strikes is especially important in the 
nGOM region where watercraft-related 
manatee mortalities have increased in 
recent years.  

In Alabama, Mississippi, and nearby 
waters, most manatee mortalities are 
attributed to cold stress. Subsequently, 
the DISL/MSN team is conducting several 
ongoing research projects to better 
understand when and where manatees 
might strand during colder months. 
DISL/MSN scientists use a combination 
of thermal imaging and water column 
profiling during aerial and ground-based 
surveys to identify potential warm-
water refuge sites that could be used by 
manatees. Additional aerial surveys have 
been flown seasonally to locate manatees 

along the Alabama coast and compare distribution 
and abundance during warmer and colder seasons. 
These data can be used to enhance stranding 
response and potentially reduce mortality due 
to cold stress. As manatee occurrence continues 
to increase in the nGOM, increased capacity 
for manatee response is a priority for the DISL/
MSN team. Each of our response and research 
activities has the goal to share data to best guide 
conservation efforts for manatees in this region 
and across their range. We are excited to continue 
to work with partners, including SMC, to increase 
awareness for manatees in our region, promote 
safe sharing of local waterways, and support 
ongoing recovery efforts for manatees!

A manatee travels along the Gulf of Mexico coast near Gulf 
Shores, Alabama, during May 2020. Photo courtesy of DISL/
MSN contributor Aubrey Bianco.
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It sure has been a hot summer so far! 
Our adoptable manatees Ariel and Betsy 
have been happily enjoying the cool spring 
waters, basking in shallow areas in the warm 
morning sun, and swimming the hot days 
away in the spring. While many of our daily 
activities have changed, one of the constants 
is the care of our manatees. Rehab manatee 
Heinz has continued to increase her strength, 
and our team is hopeful that Heinz will soon 
receive approval to move into the main spring. 
Ariel and Betsy continue to “supervise” our 
weekly underwater dive activities, doing barrel 
rolls and other antics while divers clean the 
windows on the Underwater Observatory. 

In partnership with Save the Manatee 
Club, our above and underwater webcams 

are available to view at ManaTV.org. Ariel and 
Betsy appear like clockwork for the four daily 
feedings, and it can be quite entertaining to 
watch them from the underwater camera. 
Our park rangers feed our captive manatees 
four times daily, roughly around 7:30 AM, 11:30 
AM, 1:30 PM, and 3:30 PM. Remember that it 
is illegal to feed anything to wild manatees. 

We encourage you to come and visit our 
adoptable ladies. Our state park is currently 
open with limited services; however, our 
manatees are able to be seen from several 
points in the park. For the most up-to-
date information on the availability of park 
services, please visit the park’s website on 
floridastateparks.org.

The Ladies of Homosassa Springs
By Kate Spratt, Park Services Specialist, Homosassa Springs Wildlife State Park                                

Ellie Schiller Homosassa Springs Wildlife State Park Adoption Update

Betsy enjoying a swim across the Homosassa main spring on a brilliant morning. Photo courtesy of 
Kate Spratt.

Learn about manatees and have fun while you do! Watch videos, find cool facts, get 
educational resources, and find out where you can see manatees in person. For all of this, and 

more, go to savethemanatee.org/coolstuff.

Did you know that you can help fundraise for manatees? SMC has a free tool where you can 
create your own fundraising webpage. Visit justgiving.com/savethemanateeclubinc 
to see how! To all who selflessly dedicate your birthdays, weddings, or anniversaries to 

raise funds; or dedicate marathons and cross-country adventures; or have a campaign “just 
because,” we, and the manatees you help save, are grateful for your support.44

Watch theManatee Cam!manatv.org

http://ManaTV.org
http://floridastateparks.org
http://savethemanatee.org/coolstuff
http://justgiving.com/savethemanateeclubinc 
http://manatv.org


By Wayne Hartley, Manatee Specialist             

Records, Rescues, and Summer Sightings
Blue Spring State Park Adoption Update

Merlin (top) and Deep Dent (bottom) rest and play in the 
warm water of Blue Spring. Photos by Save the Manatee Club.

If you paid attention in the last update, this 
will be old news but hopefully more fun. The 
attendance champion of the 2019-20 season is 
Una, even though she was not at Blue Spring 
throughout the entire season. In February, Una 
was captured and taken to SeaWorld with her 
calf to be treated for line entanglements on her 
flippers, but she still made 50 visits! The guys 
are getting into the race lately as Paddy Doyle 
was second with 36 visits. In the 2018-2019 
season, Gator was third, and Lily and Annie–both 
previously champions–tied with 33 visits. This 
season, Lily was third with 33 visits. The top 
visitors are usually cows with a calf, the mom 
trying to keep her calf safe in the spring through 
the cold winter. The only other adoptees with 

over 30 visits were Floyd and Philip with 31 apiece. 
The Tail End Charlie this season was Brutus with 
only three visits. Merlin and Margarito tried to 
“under-do” Brutus but ended up coming in seven 
times each! 

The season numbers I gave in the last update 
have changed and I have some new ones to add. 
We recorded 794 individuals during the season, 
not 803. There were 71 calves, not 69. The high 
count for a single day was 566. All of these are 
record numbers. Two other numbers were also 
records: 104 manatees shared 107 boat strikes 
during the season. This was not a happy record. In 
the same vein, a manatee named Trevluc (which 
is “culvert” spelled backwards, as he was rescued 
from one) was killed on July 17th in Lake Griffin. 

Trevluc had been released at the park on 
November 22, 2016. He came in for the next 
two seasons but missed this season. The 
preliminary cause of death for Trevluc is a 
boat strike. 

A  m a n a t e e  n a m e d  F a y e ,  w h o  I 
mentioned in my last update, had better 
luck. She was reported in distress near 
Blue Spring and was rescued and taken to 
SeaWorld. Her problems appeared to be 
due to a boat strike, but they have been 
resolved by the SeaWorld staff and Faye 
was released back into the river on July 
15th! Faye was pregnant with her second 
calf upon her release.

Since the last update we saw Lenny 
in August. Gator and Phyllis have been 
in repeatedly over the summer, and 
Phyllis even gave birth at Blue Spring on 
August 13th. As we conferred with other 
researchers from Clearwater Marine 
Aquarium Research Institute, we found 
that many Blue Spring manatees have been 
seen in the Ocklawaha River. These include 
adoptees Deep Dent, Whiskers, and Flash. 
Years ago, I ID’d Flash in the Cross Florida 
Barge Canal. Manatees that visited from 
elsewhere were Brevard County 552 and 
696, Miami 022, and East Coast 023.  

Does the company you work for have a Matching Gifts Program? If they do, your employer may be able 
to match your donations to Save the Manatee Club.  Questions? Call us at 1-800-432-5646.
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What a year 2020 has been so far! 
As 2019 was ending, I thought, Wouldn’t 

it be great to call 2020 the year of clarity for 
manatees? While I am certainly glad I didn’t do 
that since 2020 has turned out to be anything 
but clear, all things considered, we here at 
Save the Manatee Club remain blessed by the 
outpouring of compassion and concern we 
have received from our supporters.

Although we have had to make some 
adjustments, due to your engagement and 
the perseverance of our staff, we have so 
far been successful in the continuity of our 
work for manatees. I am deeply grateful to 
the multitude of people who help us continue 
to secure critical funds needed to protect 
manatees and their habitat; to continue our 
education, outreach, and advocacy programs; 
and, to be a resource for partner organizations 
to rely upon in their time of need. 

The ongoing pandemic and constant new 
developments are a whirlwind of learning 
and improvement opportunities, and we 
appreciate all the feedback 
we’ve received. Operationally, we 
continue to work primarily from 
home and in socially responsible 
ways. Although almost all events 
have been canceled, we continue 
to develop and promote virtual 
events both internally and in 
collaboration with our various 
partners. Our Adopt-A-Manatee® 
Program is running strong, and 
many supporters are expressing 
appreciation at receiving their 
manatee adoptees’ personalized 
certificates and biographies 
electronically. We continue to 
offer our free educational signs 
and information both digitally 
and physical ly  and remain 
diligent in addressing the many 

conservation issues confronting manatees 
and their habitat. Our catalog department 
is shipping orders on a semi-regular basis, 
but there remain challenges to overcome 
before we can get back to our normal shipping 
schedule. We also continue to develop ways 
to keep our communications with you flowing 
smoothly, and we hope we are doing well from 
a supporter perspective. 

Due to the pandemic causing financial 
hardships for so many people, we have limited 
our fundraising activities, and I have been 
deeply amazed by the unsolicited kindness 
some of you have bestowed on us. Through 
your donations, adoptions, and gifts in honor 
and memory of loved ones, our supporters 
help us shoulder the burdens of our daily work 
and bring us strength during an exceptionally 
trying time. Not only are your gifts a great 
testament of your compassion, your notes of 
support, patience, and care warm our hearts 
and bolster our spirits as we remain steadfast 
in confronting the ever-

A Message of Gratitude
By Tonya Higgins, Director of  Development and Operations

A photo of cavorting manatees captured by the underwater 
webcam at Blue Spring. Photo by Save the Manatee Club. 

Remember Save the Manatee® Club in your will or living trust, name the Club as a 
beneficiary in your life insurance policy or retirement plan, or give gifts of real estate or 

stock. Please consult your attorney about a legacy gift, or contact Patrick Rose, the Club’s 
Executive Director, for further information at 1-800-432-5646. We are a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 

organization. Our federal tax identification number (EIN) is 59-3131709. Thank you for caring!

continued on page 9
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Successful Releases for Siesta, Key, and Faye
By Cora Berchem, Director of  Multimedia and Manatee Research Associate

Manatees on the Mend

When Sarasota resident Walter 
Hepp, M.D. stepped out on his back 
porch in Harbor Acres near Selby 
Gardens, Florida, on the morning of  
May 10th, he spotted what looked like 
a large floating log. However, after a 
few minutes, Hepp realized this was 
not a log after all – it was a manatee, 
and something was wrong with it. On 
Mother’s Day, the injured adult female 
was rescued in a coordinated effort by 
staff from the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission, Mote Marine 
Laboratory, and the Sarasota County 
Sheriff’s department. Upon arrival at 
SeaWorld Orlando, staff noticed after 
the initial health assessment that she was 
pregnant, and only three days later she 
gave birth to a healthy male calf! 

Staff nicknamed the mother “Siesta” and her 
calf “Key,” due to the location where they had 
been rescued. Siesta, who turned out to be a 
known manatee from the Southwest Florida area 
since 2014, was suffering from air trapped in her 
lung cavity, a condition called a pneumothorax, 
due to a watercraft injury. The experienced staff 
placed her into a specially-designed wetsuit to 
keep her level in the water and to make it easier 
for her to breathe before performing a chest tap 
to remove the trapped air from her lung. 

Luckily, Siesta made a speedy recovery, so she 
and her calf were released back out into the wild 
on June 18th. In the wild, manatee calves depend 

on their mothers for the first one to two years of 
their life to learn necessary survival skills such as 
finding warm water, fresh water, and food sources; 
so the best place for a young manatee calf like Key 
to be is out in the wild with his mother. 

Manatee Faye, a known Blue Spring manatee 
since 2015, was also rescued for watercraft injuries 
in early May of this year near Hontoon Island in 
the St. John’s River. Upon arrival at SeaWorld 
Orlando, she was also confirmed pregnant! Faye 
made a speedy recovery and was released back 
into the wild at Blue Spring on July 15th, so she 
will hopefully be able to give birth to her calf in 
the wild. We will certainly look out for her this 

upcoming manatee season!
In addition to the successful 

releases of Siesta, Key, and 
Faye, manatees Una, her now 
grown calf, and Lesley are 
still at SeaWorld recuperating 
from their injuries until they 
are cleared for release as well.

Siesta and her calf, Key, just after being released into Sarasota 
Bay. Photo by Ally Greco, Save the Manatee Club.

Siesta, wearing a flotation vest 
for support, gave birth to her 
calf, Key, shortly after arriving 
at SeaWorld. Photo courtesy of 
SeaWorld Orlando.

tiny.cc/siestaandkey.
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Twenty Years of Manatee Rehabilitation in Belize
By Paul Walker, Director, Wildtracks Belize

Wildtracks staff after 
unpacking the most recent 
annual supply shipment 
from SMC composed of 
goods donated by our 
awesome supporters. Photo 
courtesy of Wildtracks.

Twenty years ago, a tiny manatee calf 
named Woody was delivered to Wildtracks by 
military plane, along with a circular inflatable 
children’s pool – and so was born Belize’s 
Manatee Rehabilitation Centre. 

Woody arrived in critical condition, but 
with the guidance of international experts, 
he gradually stabilized. Very early in his care, 
we realized that manatees are not so different 
from other mammals, and for him to thrive, 
he needed to be not only healthy, but also 
happy. We developed an approach that places 
significant importance on the establishment 
and maintenance of good mental health 
and have found the provision of 24-hour in-
water support to be critical in the first days 
of stabilizing a calf’s health and setting the 
pathway for successful rehabilitation and 
release – and we watched as Woody started 
to thrive, and continued thriving. 

For Woody to be adequately prepared 
for life back in the wild, with every chance 
of survival after release, he needed to learn 
critical life skills such as foraging behaviours, 
navigation, seeking shelter in storms, and 
utilizing natural environmental gradients 
of water depth, shade, and salinity – skills 
that can’t be learned in a children’s pool or 

even a large concrete pool. Most mammals 
learn these from their mothers, siblings, 
or peers, and the focus on ensuring calves 
gain these skills is what distinguishes wildlife 
rehabilitation from wildlife care. The final 
"soft release" process introduces manatees to 
the coastal environment in a large, enclosed 
lagoon, complete with seagrass, to practice 
these skills before moving into the release 
phase, ensuring they are as prepared as 
possible for life back in the wild. 

For the endangered Antillean manatee, 
where every individual matters, achieving the 
best possible outcome is not just a welfare 
issue, it’s also an important conservation tool 
to help bolster wild populations. To get the 
best outcome for each individual requires the 
rehabilitation process to be tailored for the 
individual – a standardized, one-size-fits-all 
approach cannot achieve the best results. 
Rehabilitated manatees need to be self-reliant 
and have an exploratory nature if they are to 
be confident beyond the confines of captivity 
and explore the natural resources available 
to them in the wild. Encouraging these 
behavioural traits requires being aware of the 
strengths and weaknesses of each individual, 
and factoring their observed behavioural 

responses into the timing 
of their passage through 
rehabilitation.    

Rehabil itating a 
nation’s orphaned and 
injured manatees and 
successfully returning 
them to the wild is a big 
responsibility – but it is 
also extremely rewarding. 
The evolving process gives 
results: saving nine out 
of the continued on page 9
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Man versus Manatee - "Dare"

Rachel "Jo" Arnow began illustrating Man versus Manatee in 2012. She had no intention of starting a 
webcomic when she jotted down a sketch of a manatee munching on a diver's hand, but that episode, titled 
"Man versus Manatee," soon became the start of an entire series that continues to this day. Read more 
about Rachel's story, and find more episodes, at manvsmanatee.com.

Donate to SMC every time you shop on Amazon. Go to smile.amazon.com, select 
Save the Manatee Club as your preferred charity, and then log in as you normally 

would. You can also sign up through the Amazon App on Android devices by going to 
"Settings" inside the app and selecting AmazonSmile. Amazon will then donate the 

equivalent of .5% of your eligible purchases to the Club.

growing challenges that continue to threaten the 
well-being of our manatee friends.

The stress of our world today is unlike 
anything many of us have ever experienced. 
For myself, the humble manatees with their 
mischievous, kind, and playful ways, and the 

people who so passionately support them, are a 
great solace that help me through my daily angsts 
and agitations, and this has never been truer than 
now. On behalf of the entire Save the Manatee 
Club team, I thank you for the opportunity to be 
your voice in our fight to protect them. 

Message of Gratitude continued from page 6

Wildtracks Rehabilitation continued from page 8

youtube.com/adoptamanatee              facebook.com/savethemanateeclub

instagram.com/adoptamanatee  twitter.com/savethemanatee

last ten manatee calves in the last ten years, and 
a 100% survival rate through the post-release 
tracking period. Achieving success is very labour-
intensive, and could not be done without the 
very dedicated input from our volunteers. It 
takes a strong team to achieve the best results 
for each manatee – and we’re proud to have 
Save the Manatee Club and its supporters as 
core partners in that team.  Receipt of the annual 
shipment is one of the biggest events on our 

manatee calendar each year – alongside releases 
and other such very special occasions. We really 
cannot thank you enough for making this support 
a reality and helping, in such a big way, ensure 
that we have the supplies we need to rehab 
Belize's injured and orphaned manatees and get 
them back out into the wild. Twenty years and 26 
manatees later, Wildtracks and its partners have 
a track record that demonstrates we are making 
a difference!
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Respect the Locals

1-800-432-JOIN (5646)  
savethemanatee.org
Photo © Cora Berchem

Please view from a 

distance and don’t 

give manatees

food or water

You can request a copy of this PSA for your company, 
website, or local newsletters. 

Email your request to Ally Greco at agreco@
savethemanatee.org. Various sizes are made available. 

Save the Manatee 5K: Update
Due to current status of the COVID-19 
pandemic, the in-person 5K race held 
at Lake St. Clair Metropark, Michigan, 

has officially been canceled. This 
year's 5K will be entirely virtual. 
Those who signed up for the in-

person race will still receive their 
racer's packet. The registration 
deadline for the virtual race has 

been extended to 12/31/2020. If you 
haven't signed up yet, join the fun! 
Register at savethemanatee5k.com. 
For questions, email Lesley Argiri at 

largiri1@hotmail.com.

During the summer months, 
manatees are more dispersed 
around Florida and neighboring 
states and sightings of known 
individuals are much rarer than 
during the winter months. 
Unfortunately, we did not receive 
any sighting updates on Flicker, 
Jemp, Ginger, Elsie, Vector, 
Illusion, or Chessie. Due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, our partners 
were limited in the field work 
they were able to conduct and 
the adoptees unfortunately 
remained elusive. However, 
adoptee Millie was spotted 
twice! Margaret Spontak, Chair 
of the Free the Ocklawaha River 
Coalition, of which Save the Manatee Club is 
a partner, spotted Millie in the Silver River in 
June, along with two subadult manatees. She 
was seen resting and feeding along the bank of 
the river. Millie was once again spotted in the 
Silver River by our partners from Clearwater 
Marine Aquarium and Research Institute in 
early July. It looks like this is Millie’s preferred 

summer home for the moment. Manatees like 
Millie, who use the Silver and Ocklawaha river 
system, would benefit greatly from a restored 
Ocklawaha, giving them uninhibited access to 
this important habitat. You can learn more about 
restoring the Ocklawaha and sign our petition 
online at savethemanatee.org/ocklawahapetition.

By Cora Berchem, Director of  Multimedia and Manatee Research Associate

Millie Spotted in the Silver River

Millie, easily identified by her forked tail, was spotted twice in the 
Silver River this summer. Photo courtesy of Margaret Spontak.

Tampa Bay and East Coast Adoption Update

Please notify us with your new address! It will save us about $1.00 in extra postage. In the U.S. 
call us toll free at 1-800-432-5646, email us at membership@savethemanatee.org, or mail a 

change of address card to us. Also, please notify us if your email address changes.
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The Take-A-Break Activity Corner
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Connect the Dots
Draw a line from one dot to the next, in numerical order. Line segments begin at the      and end at 

the    . Don’t forget to color in your awesome new picture once you’ve �nished connecting the dots!
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Manatee Merchandise
Find these items and more at shopsavethemanatee.org.
For questions please call our toll free number at 1-800-432-5646 
or email catalog@savethemanatee.org.

Visit shopsavethemanatee.org or call 1-800-432-JOIN (5646) to order today.12
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Save the Manatee®  Club

Save the Manatee® Club, co-founded by Jimmy Buffett,  
is an award-winning, international nonprofit  conservation  

organization and the voice for manatees since 1981.

40th Anniversary Edition40th Anniversary Edition

Save the Manatee 2021 Calendar
40th Anniversary Edition! 

Celebrate your love for 
manatees all year long! 
This beautiful calendar 
features your favorite 
gentle giant and provides 
a new and stunning 
underwater manatee photo 
for each month of the year. 
It also includes a bonus 
image and 12 thumbnail 
photos. Measuring 12” 
x 24” when open, and 
printed in America on 
Forest Stewardship Council 
(FSC) certified paper from managed forests using soy ink, 
this amazing calendar will make a great gift for a family 
member, friend, and you! Also, as an added bonus, located 
inside each calendar you will find a coupon for 20% off 
your next Manatee Store purchase. These beautiful manatee 
photos were donated to Save the Manatee Club by many 
award-winning wildlife photographers, and proceeds from 
your purchase go toward our lifesaving manatee conservation 
work.  

Item #91021 Price $14.99 

HOW TO ORDER: 
 » Order online: Go to shopsavethemanatee.org.
 » Order by phone: Call toll-free 1-800-432-JOIN (5646) 
in the United States and Canada. For international 
orders, call 407-539-0990. Our office hours are 
 Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. EST.
 » Order by mail: Mail a check or money order to 500 N. 
Maitland Ave. Suite 210, Maitland, FL 32751. Call 
to receive an estimate of shipping costs. Orders shipped 
to a Florida address must include payment for a 6.5% 
sales tax.

SMC Golf Umbrella
Show your Manatee 
Club support with 
this golf umbrella. 
It features an 
auto-open button, 
tapered wood handle, and 
matching nylon sleeve. When open, 
this umbrella measures 56" across and 
only 24" long when folded.

Item #32601 Price $24.95 $20.00 

For the safety of our team, we are encouraging our staff to continue to work from home. This may cause 
significant delays to our processing times so please expect a delay in receiving your items. We will fulfill 
orders as often and as quickly as we are able. If you plan to pay by check, we strongly encourage you to 

call Save the Manatee Club and place your order first to reserve your items.

SMC Pop-up Phone Holder
Show your support for manatees 
by displaying the Save the Manatee 
Club logo wherever you take your 
phone (which is everywhere!). The 
pop-up provides additional support 
for a more comfortable and tighter 
grip, especially for large phones, 
and can be used to prop up your 
phone for a better viewing angle. It 
sticks tightly to your phone with 3M 
adhesive, and the circular plastic disc measures 1.5" round. 

Item #91719 Price $10.95 $4.95

Manatee Holiday Cards Variety 
Pack
Bring manatee joy 
to everyone on your 
holiday list with these 
cheerful greeting cards. 
This set of 12 cards 
is printed in the U.S. 
on recycled paper 
with environmentally-
friendly ink, is SFI certified, and includes envelopes. The set 
includes three unique images designed for Save the Manatee 
Club by winners of our Manatee Art Contest.

Item #80119 Price $13.95 $8.95

http://shopsavethemanatee.org
mailto:catalog%40savethemanatee.org?subject=
http://shopsavethemanatee.org
https://www.shopsavethemanatee.org/calendars/2021-save-the-manatee-club-calendar/
http://shopsavethemanatee.org
https://www.shopsavethemanatee.org/save-the-manatee-club-exclusive-items/smc-golf-umbrella/
https://www.shopsavethemanatee.org/save-the-manatee-club-exclusive-items/smc-pop-up-phone-holder/
https://www.shopsavethemanatee.org/holiday-items/manatee-holiday-cards/
https://www.shopsavethemanatee.org/holiday-items/manatee-holiday-cards/


Visit shopsavethemanatee.org or call 1-800-432-JOIN (5646) to order today. 13

Manatee Stocking Ornament
Presenting a the whimsical holiday 
ornament by Kevin Rowley, a local artist 
and Save the Manatee Club friend. This 
ceramic ornament features an adorable 
manatee in a bright red holiday stocking. 
It was made exclusively for Save the 
Manatee Club and only a limited number 
of these ornaments are available – it will 
not be produced again. 

Item #91040 Price $12.95 $8.00

Meet the Manatees of Blue 
Spring DVD
Enjoy this DVD featuring a 
short educational video about 
manatees followed by above 
and underwater footage of 
manatees at Blue Spring State 
Park in Orange City, Florida. 
Watch mothers and calves and 
groups of manatees frolicking 
in the clear waters of the spring. 
All footage as recorded by Save the 
Manatee Club as part of the manatee research at Blue 
Spring. Running time is 71 minutes.

Item #1101 Price $5.95

SMC Canvas Tote
This unique and durable tote 
bag is perfect for carrying your 
heaviest groceries. It is exclusive 
to SMC and only a limited 
number were printed. Made of 
heavyweight cotton canvas, it 
measures 20" x 14" x 6".

Item #32600 Price $14.95

Leatherette SMC Key Chain
Show your love for the manatees with this 
classy key chain made of animal-friendly 
leatherette (synthetic leather), a soft and 
fade-resistant material. On one side is a 
single manatee, and on the other side are 
the words "Save the Manatee" and the 
Club's website address, for an easy reminder 
of where to get more manatee information. 
The key chain measures 4" x 2" and comes 
in a gift box. Makes a great gift for all 
manatee fans.

Item #90505 Price $8.95 

ManaTea Infuser
Everybody’s favorite Florida mammal 
wants to brew you a lovely cup of tea. The 
ManaTea infuser is molded from food-safe 
silicone and is eco-friendly. This material 
is soft, non-toxic, and tasteless, so it won't 
affect the flavor of your tea. This reusable 
infuser is dishwasher and microwave safe 
and measures 3" x 1.5" x 4.5".

Item #1235 Price $8.00

Manatee Isle Holiday 
Card
Bring manatee joy to everyone on 
your holiday list with these cheerful 
and serene greeting cards. Each pack 
includes 12 cards and envelopes, printed 
in the U.S on recycled paper with 
environmentally-friendly ink.

Item #80118 Price $13.95 $8.95

Belize Handmade Braided 
Manatee Pendant
Enjoy a rare opportunity to own this 
beautifully-crafted pendant handmade 
in Belize. The strands are braided into 
an exquisite V-shape in which the 
unique coconut shell disc is attached. 
The adjustable cord creates a varying 
length necklace, which expands up 
to 25". The disc is approximately 
1.75" in diameter. There are no metal 
components. A portion of the proceeds 
go to supporting Wildtracks, Belize's 
only manatee rehabilitation facility.

Item #97776 Price $21.95

Stainless Steel Collage Tumbler
Keep your drinks the right temperature no 
matter the weather extremes with this eye-
catching, stainless steel tumbler. The barista 
tumbler holds 15 fl. oz. and is 8.5" tall. This 
slim travel mug offers a portable beverage 
option that is vacuum insulated, comfortable 
to hold, and dishwasher safe (top rack only).  
It displays an attractively designed manatee 
collage, which is printed in the USA using 
renewable energy. BPA free and proposition 65 
compliant.

Item #56207 Price $25.95

http://shopsavethemanatee.org
https://www.shopsavethemanatee.org/holiday-items/manatee-holiday-stocking-ornament/
https://www.shopsavethemanatee.org/books-cds-and-dvds/meet-the-manatees-of-blue-spring-dvd/
https://www.shopsavethemanatee.org/books-cds-and-dvds/meet-the-manatees-of-blue-spring-dvd/
https://www.shopsavethemanatee.org/save-the-manatee-club-exclusive-items/smc-canvas-tote-bag/
https://www.shopsavethemanatee.org/apparel-and-accessories/leatherette-smc-key-chain/
https://www.shopsavethemanatee.org/home-and-office/manatea-infuser/
https://www.shopsavethemanatee.org/holiday-items/manatee-isle-holiday-cards/
https://www.shopsavethemanatee.org/holiday-items/manatee-isle-holiday-cards/
https://www.shopsavethemanatee.org/items-that-support-belize/belize-handmade-braided-manatee-pendant/
https://www.shopsavethemanatee.org/items-that-support-belize/belize-handmade-braided-manatee-pendant/
https://www.shopsavethemanatee.org/home-and-office/stainless-steel-collage-travel-tumbler/


Manatee Note Flags
These note flags are a great way 
to show your love for manatees 
while studying, at the office, or as 
a bookmark while reading! This is a 
set of 3 note flag packs, with each 
pack holding 60 note flags. There are 
8 different note flag photos in the 
packs, each of them measuring 1" x 
1.75".

Item #90183 Price $7.95

Visit shopsavethemanatee.org or call 1-800-432-JOIN (5646) to order today.14

Party Invitations Pack
Send out these party invitations 
to announce your next party! 
Whether manatee-themed or 
just to show off your love for 
manatees, these invitations are 
sure to grab attention from any 
receiver! These cards feature 
"Buddy Manatee" by Florida artist 
and author Tim Thomas. Includes 10 cards and envelopes. 
Printed on recycled paper.

Item #90169 Price $9.95 $5.00

Thank You Card Pack
Say thank you, manatee-style! 
These cards (10 per pack) feature 
work from the book Buddy 
Manatee by Florida artist and 
author Tim Thomas. Also includes 
10 envelopes. Printed on recycled 
paper.

Item #90179 Price $9.95 $3.50

Save the Manatee 5K Race Medal
LIMITED QUANTITY

This finisher medal from the 2018 15th 
Annual Save the Manatee 5K Race 
features two manatees joined by a heart. 
If you missed out on the run, here’s your 
chance to purchase the medal and raise 
awareness for manatees. Purchase it as 
a collector’s item!

Item #91718 Price $6.95 $3.50

2020 Save the Manatee Calendar
Save the Manatee Club’s 2020 
calendar features a captivating 
photo of two manatees, on 
the cover by photographer 
David Schrichte. The inside 
displays a beautiful photo for 
each month of the year, a 13th 
bonus image, and a message 
from our Executive Director 
and prominent manatee expert, 
Patrick Rose. It is printed 
in America using soy-based 
ink on Forest Stewardship Council certified paper from 
managed forests and measures 12" x 12". Once again, the 
photographers have generously donated their amazing photos 
for us to use. 

Item #91020 Price $14.99 $1.99

SMC Distressed-Print T-Shirt

LIMITED QUANTITY                                                              

Custom designed and printed exclusively for Save the 
Manatee Club, these t-shirts are made of 100% cotton, 
pre-shrunk, and are printed with water-based ink for a soft 
feel. This shirt features a unique design on the back, Save 
the Manatee Club's logo, and a tear-away tag for additional 
comfort. Get one while supplies last! Our current stock is all 
that is available, as they will not be printed again.

Item #93517 Price $18.95 $10.00

2018 SMC Adult T-Shirt

LIMITED QUANTITY 

Custom-designed exclusively for Save the Manatee Club, 
these T-shirts are made of 100% pre-shrunk cotton, have a 
tear-away tag, and are printed with water-based ink for a soft 
feel. Available only in men's style and size S. Also available in 
youth sizes S, M, and L (Item #94510).

Item #94500 Price $16.95 $10.00

https://www.shopsavethemanatee.org/home-and-office/manatee-note-flags-3pk/
http://shopsavethemanatee.org
https://www.shopsavethemanatee.org/kids-items/party-invitations/
https://www.shopsavethemanatee.org/home-and-office/thank-you-cards/
https://www.shopsavethemanatee.org/save-the-manatee-club-exclusive-items/2018-smc-race-medal/
https://www.shopsavethemanatee.org/calendars/2020-save-the-manatee-club-calendar/
https://www.shopsavethemanatee.org/save-the-manatee-club-exclusive-items/smc-distressed-print-adult-t-shirt/
https://www.shopsavethemanatee.org/save-the-manatee-club-exclusive-items/2018-smc-adult-t-shirt/
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Pewter Manatee Pin
A manatee pin 
done in fine English 
pewter and polished 
to give it a silver 
sheen. SJH Designs 
has handmade this 
statement piece 
exclusively for Save 
the Manatee Club and 
designed it with carefully considered detail. It can be worn 
as a brooch or as a brilliant pin. It is constructed with two 
sturdy clasp pins for stability and to achieve a fine artistic 
balance. This handmade treasure is imported directly from 
Ednam in the United Kingdom and delivered in a classic 
black gift box.

Item #3317 Price $24.95

Manatee Postcard 
Vertical
The postcard features a beautiful 
image by well-known wildlife 
photographer Gregory Sweeney. 
It measures 5" x 7". Collect all of 
our Gregory Sweeney postcards 
and send them or frame them!

Item #91365 Price $1.00

2/$1.00 or 5/$2.00 

Manatee Postcard Horizontal
The postcard features 
a beautiful image by 
well-known wildlife 
photographer Gregory 
Sweeney. It measures 
5" x 7". Collect all of 
our Gregory Sweeney 
postcards and send them 
or frame them.

Item #91370 Price $1.00 2/$1.00 or 5/$2.00

SMC Drink Coaster
The rubber coaster features an 
amazing photo taken by our Executive 
Director, Patrick M. Rose. Each 
coaster is 4.25" square and is made 
exclusively for Save the Manatee Club. 
Each coaster is a great conversation 
piece! Sold individually.

Item #1270 Price $1.95 $1.00

"God Bless You Little One" 
Manatee Print
This gorgeous print, titled 
"God Bless You Little One" 
expresses the beauty of 
two manatees. It is signed 
and numbered by the artist 
SANDI. 

Item #3004 

Price $49.95 $29.95

SMC Window Cling
Show your manatee 
support wherever you 
go! This window cling, 
featuring Save the 
Manatee Club's logo, can 
be placed on the interior 
of any window to display 
outwards. It can be easily 
removed and reapplied.

Item #99021 Price $3.95

SMC Lanyard
Are you always losing things? 
Keep your ID card, flash drive, 
keys, or other important items 
on your person and never misplace them again. 
It measures 29” long and .75” wide. Show your 
support for manatees everywhere you go! 

Item #90503 Price $4.95

Embroidered SMC Patch
This patch features Save the Manatee 
Club's logo. Wear it proudly to show your 
support for manatees. It measures 3" 
in diameter and has very fine stitching. 
Made exclusively for Save the Manatee 
Club.

Item #91170 Price $1.95 $1.50

Postcards (Set of 7)
Each set of these lovely 
postcards contains seven 
cards with images by well-
known wildlife photographer 
Gregory Sweeney. Each card 
measures 5” x 7”, in both 
landscape and portrait. 

Item #91265 

Price $6.95 $4.50

http://shopsavethemanatee.org
https://www.shopsavethemanatee.org/jewelry/manatee-pewter-pin/
https://www.shopsavethemanatee.org/home-and-office/postcard-vertical/
https://www.shopsavethemanatee.org/home-and-office/postcard-vertical/
https://www.shopsavethemanatee.org/home-and-office/postcard-horizontal/
https://www.shopsavethemanatee.org/save-the-manatee-club-exclusive-items/smc-manatee-coaster/
https://www.shopsavethemanatee.org/manatee-art/god-bless-you-little-one...-manatee-print/
https://www.shopsavethemanatee.org/manatee-art/god-bless-you-little-one...-manatee-print/
https://www.shopsavethemanatee.org/save-the-manatee-club-exclusive-items/smc-window-cling/
https://www.shopsavethemanatee.org/save-the-manatee-club-exclusive-items/lanyard/
https://www.shopsavethemanatee.org/save-the-manatee-club-exclusive-items/embroidered-smc-patch/
https://www.shopsavethemanatee.org/home-and-office/postcards-set-of-7/
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If you see an injured manatee, call 1-888-404-FWCC (3922), or use VHF Channel 16 on a marine radio.

Donate Today
To read about the highlights of the Club’s impressive accomplishments, go 

to savethemanatee.org/smcinfo. Our work is only possible with your help. 
Please continue your generous support at savethemanatee.org/donate, or 

call us at 1-800-432-JOIN (5646) to help us continue our ongoing efforts to 
protect manatees and their aquatic habitat. Thank you! 
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   Printed on recycled paper

Save the
Manatee® Club, Inc.

Board of Directors Co-Chairs:
Jimmy Buffett and Helen Spivey

Executive Director: 
Patrick Rose, CPM, Aquatic Biologist

Staff
Director of Multimedia & Manatee Research Associate .......Cora Berchem

Program & Membership Fulfi l lment .......................Judy Bower

Program Project Coordinator ............................Cheyenne Canon

Communications & Outreach Manager ........................ Al ly Greco

Manatee Specialist .......................................... Wayne Hartley

Membership & e-Commerce Specialist ......................Lisa Hauk 

Director of Development & Operations ................... Tonya Higgins

Development & Operations Manager ................................Alex Jays

Administrat ive Assistant ....................................... Carol Reiss

Director of Online Communicat ions ..................Nancy Sadusky

Development Coordinator ..................................... Amy Wieck

SMC receives 100% of each charitable contribution. 
501c(3) Registered Nonprofit Organization - EIN: 59-3131709

All rights reserved.

The Manatee Zone is edited by Cheyenne Canon

Issue Contents
1  Conservation Update
1  Alabama/DISL Update
4  Homosassa Springs Update 
5  Blue Spring Update
6  COVID-19 Update
7  Manatees on the Mend
8  International Activity
10  Tampa Bay/East Coast Update
11  Take-A-Break Activity
12-15  The Manatee Store Photo © Patrick M. Rose

1-800-432-JOIN (5646) • savethemanatee.org

Watch Manatee Webcams at

ManaTV.org

Get Up Close and Personal !

http://savethemanatee.org
http://savethemanatee.org/smcinfo
http://savethemanatee.org/donate
mailto:agreco%40savethemanatee.org?subject=PSA%20request
https://www.savethemanatee.org/about/staff/

